MESSENGEH AND VISITOR.

October 17

1
i

i

§ i) 2
i

] HAS ACADIA COLLEGE STILL A MIS-
Bee SION, AND WHAT I3 17?

B 1 ¥ REV.'A. ¢, CHUTE,
Ba on, Bear R and puiilis}
£ e :
i A half hour has been sllotted m

an address on this ocoasion, and I s
endeavcr Dot 1o trespass upon the t
of another speaker. What a pity that
the eighth commandment is so often
broken at Cbristian associstions and
conventions.

Has Acadia College still a Mission, and
what i2it? This is the question given
me for treatment. by the Secretary of
the Board of Governors. Iconfess that
I would never bave thought of pro-
pounding it myself, tor ¥ our Baptis
charches still » & mission in the
world the jia College bas. The
f both is the same.

supreme jusg
It may. nevert be profitable to
refterate n at definitely what
\ the College is ant to take in the on
great programme of hringlig
nder the demioation of the gosy
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1 10 wine, for thd tis ar pemoved from
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Far & whife thils met the Hmilted re
! juir pta, bt Lthe epissmient of ita
advaniages soon made apparent thel

fosutliclency Then came th

h any dissatiglection on
one side or the other, but from the
necessity in the infsnt condition of onr
educational system and of our chugches
of applying help in sudden emergen-
cies, sometimes at one point, sometimes
at another.’”’ Later on, when growth bad
heen made and specialism was possible
and needful, this oscillation ceased.
And just as professors can now give
themselves mntinumul{ to teaching
and pastors can abide with the church-
es, 50 the advance of our body in num-
bers and intelligence, an advance which
the College has had so mach to do with
eftecting, has made it desirable that at
Acadia there should be concentration
upon the Arts Course, while instruction
in Theology -be left to Baptist Theo-
logical Seminaries t‘h%'hcre, that are
not only easy of access; but adequately
equipped.

And let none make the mistake of
supposing tbat when there is no longec
a Theological course at Wolfviile, there
is there!: re nothing done on “the Hill"”
to prepare thoss who look to the min

wrote, “thr

| istry ior the werk whereunto they are

calied. Toe coming preschers, whether
they are to labor st home or abrad,
ave need £t of all, as far as educa
tien is eomcerned, of such a founda-
tioral eourse of study ss our college at
present provides: and if a young man
must dispense either with a regulsr
Theological Course or the ccurse in
Arts, » thing seldom necessary, he had
better, unless the circumstances be
very exorptional, omit the former. For
Tnealogicial deficlency can more easily
be wnde up by pnesell, as & supplement
16 ootlege discipline, than can the col
lege disciplive w8 & supplement to
knowler Theology. But neither
b qumitted, sxcept in aare cases,
in will best angwer its end,

e oy t the spirit of ita primal
P y confinement to what s
wore bassl in” edupation, lesving to
¢ t prolessional schools else

specia wk of professionsl

gt be objected that by such
procediire our provinoes are robbed of
ich needed at home, inssmuch
- those who go abroad for theological
sindy sre apt to remain abroad for
Christian work. But let the remioder
ere come in that many more would
ro Lo us than do at present if our
eyen were kept upon them more elosely
and lields were here otfered Lo ‘more of

men 1

| them st this gradustion. It can hardly

utifon . with Dalhouste in

wotk, but the sectarianiam

harge of Tte afldan prevent

proved the oresalon the f

Acadia, Aud it certainly looks, 1o view |
f » what transpired then and what has

. transpired since, that at that time
providential fndication was given that
God would have our denomination ¢s-
tablish, and ¢ ver after sustain, its own
separate institutions of bigher learning
Much has been said and written upon
the desirability of one great university
for these provinces, but very little has
come of 1t all. Buch an institutioo
would not be likely tobave about it the
needed religious stmoephere, nc r would
it draw forth the people’s sympathies
as denominational colleges do. In the
address of Dr. Cramp, delivered at tak-
ing the Presidency of Acadia College
are words which mst, at the time tt
i were spoken, hxve mit with the heart

asy of these who beard them, and

f which, sa aurely, have our approval to

' day
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ur attention,” he says, “is the
importance of religious iutiuence per

L] vading the wholscourse of study

, sanctifying, a0 to speak, ail ite arrange
ments.  Acadia College,” he goes on ¢
auy, “is open to all desominations, ne

religious tests being imposed either on
.
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students or prole nevertheloes, we
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these are an indispensable need of our
time, and all our education will plsy
into the hands of velief, in
' aod anarchy college
i3 are lost to
f We believe
i Acadin wi
by any
per cha

then, thatthe missi
1 oot be brought to an
st central u iversity, unless,
e, the glory of God cesses 'L
be the paramount sim of our denomins
tion in these fair provinces by the sea.
Not has the ‘mission of cur College
terminated because other schocls now
i d t it once did in giviog theolog-
: ical tralning to oor csndidates for the
ministry., The Acsdemy and College
sprang ont of-s desire to furnish well-
equipped preachers and pastors, and
during mcst of Acadia's history she
bas given a place to theological stud-
1 fes. And it is pot to be wondered at
i 8 that some of the conststuency have
i i eometimes foared that removal of that
oo department does violence to the original
} i ¥ design.  Bul what was 0 emsential at
} an earifer stage will appear, it seems

to me, uncalied for when we note well

§ the march of events. Kiogly Dr.
8 Crawley vibrated between p
9 and professorship. And why?! “These
B changes were not made,” ga himsel!
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| thing like detailed reply, but presum-

The second point to which I
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be expected that they will disregard
callx where they are and come home in
search of churches for ‘hemselves.
There arg provincialistsnow doingnob e
work in the pustorate in the United
States who would, I believe, reapond<to
urgent calls from some of our paétor-
less churches, and in coming hack add
materially to our strength. Aud as
for those who continue across the
border, despite onr calls, there exert
ing an ivilaence for righteousncss, we
can .only say that there should be
thanksgiviog at contributing men who
prove & bleesing ‘to the neighboring
republic no less than for what s ‘me of

ar other workera do for the land of
elugus. field is the world.”

What is the mission of Acadia Col-
lege? 1 shrink from attempting any-

ing that this is called for I will en-

deavor t) do something to meet the

expeotation, feeling the while that m
miort and your gain would be mucg

| enbanced if one of our educators stood

b s, dben those who from yesr 1o
ye forth frein her halls will at
enigth, when capable-of judging what
the Muter hiaa done for them,

wt up to oall her blessed, but
ske v liitle plessure in rendering all
exibile ansinstance toward enlsrgement
£ PO ey e missdon of A oadia,
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| n teachiers and sialémmes
merchants snd farmers,  And all, frow
thiiw weat”
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t - s pocthve
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| demand Aomdin that she dewnlog
tre ressosing  incaitios i
we send thither and iporesse it aldli
ty 10 solve the problsme of peadtien
life.  Looking with discerument s Lhe
prescribed studien makes M eviden
tha! these sre adapted to saoh ends
Ofven students, themecives, with s ey e
what they call utility, confining the
word to & narrow sense, and o Loo gres
haste L) take up sotive duthes, boocks
restive under certaln lnes of sty
wherein they observe no practioal valoe

{And muny & father, unawaie Lhat

mental skill is. more valuable Lthas

end |

this evenipg it my place.
The mission of Acadis, to express it
s now Wt w8 it has ever
been fit our youth the better to
scrve G d by fittiog them to serve well
thelr feilow Aund if only we are

L ba the college keep
{ general progress that la made

kuowledge, has withdrawn & son from
Ilege, impatiently saking what goot |
y|ibere can be  in  leamning dead |
| lIanguages or in tarrying so long over

| the higher mathematics In that
father & farmer It so, you aotice
that takes time for the grind

ing of his axe that afterwands he may
save both time and strength in the vise
hereof.  And likewise is there exhibi
tion of economy in wrestling with sl

cla that sharpen our wits, 1 well re
member a briel and of coume Mtile
attempt once made by the members of
my own cless in Acadia to briog sbout,
if possible, an abbreviation of mathe-
m stical studies ; but the better sense of
s later day has shown some of us, st
least, our folly, and I, for one, have
often wished for the lelsure to go again
through Olney's Al and the Gen-
eral Geometry and Calculus, Overthese
books we groaned sometimes, but we
were tben, though realizing it not,
fighting in part the battles of the pres-
ent, inasmuch as we wers, by those con-
flicts, gainiog strength for ensuing serv-
fce. Though the grinding of an aze
costs it pays.

Itis Acadia's mission, also, o open
up for students lines of imvestigation and

engender ardent desire forknowledge, 1t
might seem £0 some that it were Jitile
simply to start men upon paths of in-
quiry and to beget hunger for contiou-
ance. But the truth is that such is no
small schievement. Comparatively
little knowled ¢e ¢an be acquired in the
brief period of four years. Whaile aa
academy boy, I thcught Bophomores to
be wise indeed, and as fagr Senfors well,
they were quite unapproschable, so
far haitBey gone along the bighways
of learning. Bat time makes great
changes in cur estimates. The yard-
stick with which we once measured
Ldoth dwindle to an inch. 1If, however,
along with mere entrince tpon the
study of science, bistory and literature,
strong wish to go farther has been be-
gotien, then there is igood guarantee
that, life being spared, what bas been
well begun will be wel] continued. The
arousement of & worthly ambition in a
youthful mind not only furnishes the
individual himself with an enviable
= urce of erjyment, but also +nsures
the bettermont of othér lives that shall
teuch his

Again—it is a part of the mission of
Acadia Lo éncrease the pons plica
tion ‘and foster a xpirit of persistency
©ne of the rares’ aud most valuable of
poesessions is the jability of atfention,
that is tae power to hold the mind
closely and coitiguons'y to whatever
shou'd oceupy it Whitout scyuiring
this habit there ¢an be littleshope of
attaining leaderstifp.  Alexander Ham-
ilton, the Amerfcan statesman, was
deemed by many a man of genius; but
\he himself said that whatever he
brought to pass worthy of note was the
outcome solely of severe and prolonged
application. ~ There is no lack of unen
who can d) things admirably for &
spurt, but there iailack of such as per-
sist and sacceed, And Acadia js &
strong agency in hélping fill amopy us
this need. In mcstiyoung people . who
%o thither, and aroond them too, many
forces keep, operating to divert them
from the paths in which they are ex-
pected to press steadily on. Bome have
love of ease, others a too great fondness
for sport, while a few incline too mych
to follow the bent of their own intellec-
tual tastes st the expenge of prescribed
courses. And urquestjonably it is &
blessing that there are dther wills and
wishes jn e xercise besidés the students
own, choosing for ‘themt in théir im
maturity what they themasives would
be likely to chowe with the wisdom of
s later day., A yielding'to that pres-
sure of the college whigy holds in
ckeck such youthiul inclinations as
are not for the tima -being in harmony
with what bes been wisely outlined,
and which impels onwsrd to thorough
completion of all a*sigoed tasks, is pro-
ductive of that self-mastery and that
ability to keep to the lines of duty
that conseeutively present themselves,
which’ will ceriainly stand the atudent
in great stead when professional stud-
irs aretaken up ok.the d@émands of ac-
tive service are subsequently encount-
ered. Oftun the thiogs we are least
disposed to do are the very things that
should be done by us in order to- avoid
a onesided development. Time and
again have I thought of a characteris-
tic bit of wisdcm our honored president
#howed in assigning the membess of
our class subjects for essays at the
opening of the senior year. - Hé knew
us ‘well and knew just what we required
to round us out much better. . S0 he
gave (o each a subject farthest removed
from what would have been the per
sonal choice of the'writer. It cansed
no little discomfort, as you can readily
see, and much cudgeling of brains, but.
the end thereof was protit. My subject
was & political one, which introduced
me to the wonderful prose writings of
John Milton, an introduction for which
[ have cver since been grateful. By
this piece of experience, and experi-
ences that have succeeded, I bave
lesrned that anbj cts unattractive at
thé- cutsét may prove most pleasing
after they have been rn:t'u‘ upon,
We have no need to live long to know
that in every henorable voostion there
wre unplossant duties, and it is surely
worth muoh (o have gained ¢ only
the dlaposition to turp to these and ex
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ecute them falthially, but o bhsye
t found t that whal sppears Jisagres
able when we are off & little way from
# may be quite delightful 1o os whes
we linve remobied 1 mids

To procesd & atep farther, wo notioe
it 1 b the mland £ Acadia Oullege
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oatime we went sbde by side hrosgh
Acadin's curdoulum.  In the addrom
of Prosident Sawyer st the jublles of
5 thers da & passage which finds in
10 80 ready su sasent that | mant hese
repest it Verhaps sfter all,” hesays
“Boclety ls suffering mgre from the
want of general than special eduostion,
We need common sympathies among
eduosted men; we need thess sym-
pathies between members of different
professions. We need the habit of

and open sympath,
with all learning. Wop(nndynﬁte:-
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of what is called liberal eduostion. I
believe it to be, when the propet ele-
ments euter into it ia proper propor-
tions, the best method for trainiog stu-
dents for the greatest use/nlness in the
general pursnits of life and for the
highest su_cess in special s udy.”

It is Acadin’s mission, we ssy
next, and with emphasis, to encircle its
stucients with influences tending to lead
them in ways of righteousness. Not that
the professors ara Lo give themselves to
dis'inctively evaogelistic work; bat
the atmosphere of thfe school should be
adapted to the development of Chris:
tian character. And devountly should
we render praise anto God that this has
ever been the case st Acadia in a
degree 8o marked. In prayer the insti-
tutions were born, by prayerthey have
been fosiered, and the duty abides upon
us to remain in prayer that God’s sav-
iog grace may there be largely « xhibit-
ed in all the years to come. = A God-
fesring teacher fails not 10 make: evid-
eut, even when confining himself to
what we term secalar fostruction, his
allegiance to the Lord of All, and he
works upon scholars for their right
fashioning even when both teacherand
taught are ignorant of the ongoing of
such & process. Few similar institu-
tiore have, tbhroughout theie history,
been more thoroughly permeated with
the spirit of the Caristian religion than
our Acadia. The domioaut aim of
well-conditioned Baptist churches, the
bringing of men nunder the rule of Im-
manuel, has been, we can truthfally
assert, the dorhinant sim of this Col-
lege. The fact has constantly been re-
cognized that liberal education does
not shat out the Bible, but includes it
and accords it the topmost place among
books. The reading of the Word and
the morning prayers in the College
chapel, the students’ weekly meeting
for prayer, the incidental ntterances of
professors, €vincing uomistakably
Where their trust is stayed, and the oft
recurring revivals which have formed
80 conspicuous & feature at Acadia “for
these more than fifty years, all unite in
proclaiming the. Institutions at “Wolf-
ville & choice place indeed for our
young men and young women; and in-
ssmuch as these religions features are
still regarded as essential in ourscheme
of Higher education, we may well, from
the moral a8 well as the intellectual
standpoint, bestir ourselves to add new
names to the roll of stujents.

Togse who have read the P'rospectus
of the N. 8. Baptist Education Society,
the society which had charge of our
educational affairs in the esrly years of
our schools at Horton, and who knéw
the history of these echools until now;
cannot fail to be impressed with the
ol se adherence there has always been
to its thirteenth oclavsz. - It rea
thus: “It shall be the care of thecom-
mittee to provide efficient teachers, to
whose, moral and religious character
special regard will be had; and it .is
coosidered an chject in every depart-
ment under the influence of this so-
ciety, never to be lost sight of, that the
scholars and students while acqniring
information to fit them for their van,
ous stations in life, should be led to &
knowledge of the true relation ¢f man
to his Creator, and of that faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ, which alone can
furnish a sure pledge of theirgood con-
duct in this wcrid, and their hap-
piness in eternity.” We have no need
to add that Acadia’s mission, as touch-
ingthe spiritual welfare of thosecoming
to her, is now exactly what it was at &
former day, and there is adherence
thereto in the present as certsinly as
there was in the long sgo. From i}
may she never depart !

1t is the miesion of Acadia College,
if I may mention another item without
committing the sin deprecated at the
beginning, to help voung people discover
the particular plans God cherishes for
them, and to incile them to enler upon
their fulfilnent That God has a defin-
ibe plan for every ore, for.the less
gifted as well as the largely endowed,
I gsnnot but think, and the thought, if
dwelt. upoa, must prove ennobling.
There is a ppecial spbere divinely
designed for ench separate individual
But we find not onr respective places by
glving way 0 esse and . trusting to

chanes, Among the gouth there is
often haats Lo plungingSqto life's sctive |
srons, parents sometimey favoring this |
motnatority, so that God's plan is.not |
o franisntly missbd. Collage Hfe halps |
1o aen whal the world has beeo and is

what 1t sbould be and will sdcely be
& with the apres fChrdstianity
Nok caly so, but 1t teats il trados the
dond blgoeell,  And therefore the
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sl the wipid and e (ompel, e put
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{ put them aleo is the wa { noon
| piieisbog thobe parte with Tuller I8
In answer 1o the gumition, What s

Aosdian Uollege? we
tradn . the nglnds

1™
have sald thet I3
of our 3 ®; W open up for
them iines of lnvestigation and awaken
koen desire for knowledge | 1o boget in
them power of l;-plhul!nn and of per
slatent effort | 1o bind together in sym-
pathy, by obeness of intellectual pur
sults, thove who are afterwards 10 be
lenders in the various spheres of noble
sctivity ; to put about them influences
adapted 1o lead them to Godly living;
sud $o mesist them in finding out the
plsces (iod would have ‘:hem oconp.

nominational interest. If we have, re-

for the cimmon schools of our
country ; if weare concerned about the
aflairs of government ; if we wish to
see competent men in the various pro-
fessioss; if we favor what conduces to,
tem prosperity, if we hope to be
hold an increase, no: only of the
pombers - of our charches, but of
their spirituality and power; if we
long in any-degree to be the means of
bringing heathendom to the feet of the
one only Saviour—in a word, if we, the
Baptists of Nova Beolis. New Braovs
wick and Prince Edward Island are at
all eager to glorify God through efforts
for regeneration of the lost and santti-
fication of believers, then we had bet-
ter be swift and liberal in the offering
of gur prayers, onr children and our
money, that Acadia may, by suitable
cquipment, keep place with general
progress/ thereby dolng a memorable
part - tof emsure the success of every
Christinn euterprise. The financial
help which comes to Acadia in her
need is indicative, quite acourately, of
the (s'eem in which she is held by us,
the - constituency; and Am sure
that if  we could behold with
greater olearness at this present hour
the vast and precions and far-reaching
character of the work committed of
God to our schools at Wolfville, finan
cial embarrasenient would not for »
moment continue. To us, as to oux
predécessors, a magnifi P ity
18 given rigat here, to mah- invest-
ments that will, ‘without shadow ‘of
doubt, bring blesged and bountifal re-
turna. * Let the toils and sacrifices of
the fathers and founders be recalled,
and then let ns offer férvent prayer to
God to make us, a8 they were, wise and
vigilant, that the'great debt we owe the
past may be cheerfully paid.over in
full to the present generation. All hail
beloved Acadia. Fislo perpetua.
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CALLED HOME.

A Tribute to the Departed.

EY W. H, FORTE

, and tobd with Chi
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He lived right well, and nobly served
his day,

And ere the heat of ncon was called
AWAY.

His comrades looked around, bewilder-

ed, dumb
The Lord bad taken him from ills to
come.
(J8.57: 1.)

From morn till night, through all the
busy days,
God’s eyes had been upon Hisservant's

WAYS ;
And finding none more faithful in the

and,
He took him to be at His own right
hand.

(Ps. 101: 6.)

Dwelling too far away, for what he
would

Do for his Master, if he only could ;

Knowing this servant loved His work
#0 well,

The King had bim called home with
Him to dwell.

(1 Chron. 4: 23.)

His hear:, renewed in all, and cleansed
with blood,

‘Was pure and stainless—s0 his life was
ood ;

And thus accounted worthy of such

grace,
He now beholds the glory of God’s face
(Matt. 5

Others beheld the face of Moses shine
Though he knew not that he nppen(\i

divine;
Even so our brother does not see or
now
What heavenly glories on bis features
glow.
(Rev.22: 4))
And now, shall vain regrets, or blinded
love
Grudge him his service sweet, or bliss
above?
Ah no, but grateful for his life below,

Let us 50 live that .we his joys may
know,
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GEO. A, McDONALD, Bec.-Trpas.
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Prlflting PROMPTLY
KINDS NEATLY

PATERSON & CO.,
70 GERMAIN STREET(70
ST. JOHN, N.:B.

ESTABLISHED
1847,

GEO. W. DAY,

PUBLISHER,
BOOK and JOB

PRINTER

North Side King Square,
8T. JOHN, N. B.

AllKinds of 1« 1

Printing Dene 1
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