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Ub Edmonton W,ay,—A Wild Western
Member. '

The Great Country for Mixed Farming—A
. Gaetz Colony—Menonites and Oats—
A Bridge Question—Hudson Bay
Romance—The Fur Trade.

(No.'8.).

Vancouver, July 13.—~Calgary is the
wost westerly town of any dmportance’
east of the Rocky Mountains on the
C. P. R. line. ' The main Mne is cross-
ed here by a rallway which runs north
to Edmonton, 200 huadred miles, and
south to MecLieod haif that distance.’
The cross road was built by an inde-
pendent company, and is operated un-
der lease by the Canadian Pacific. The
company which built the road must
have made a great deal of money, for
it was bonded at $20,000 a mile. A
subsidy of $80,000 a year for twenty
years was assigned to tthe boadholders
asas'mmnteeot interest so far as:
it went. It 1s eaid that ¢he bonds

“ 'wers sold well, and that the compan
stepped out with a handsome margin.
The Canadian Pacific  company got
rone of these gains and s perhaps
under obligation to- itsclf to make the
road pay, end this it doubtless does,
The service given is mo better than
it ‘should be, and the rates are very
high, It costs five cents a mile, with
no return fare reduction to travel on-
the Edmonton line, the whole cost be-
ing within a fraction of twenty dol-
lars for the round. trip. . This is a Jt-
tle more than double what the rate
would be anywhere east of Lake Sue"
perior. TFréight rates are proportion-
ately high, though they are gradually
working down. Then, though north
and South Edmonton have together a
‘population of some three or four thou-
sand, and though @all the trade with
the posts in the far north and with
the points along the line is carried on.
by this route, only two trains a week
are sent to Edmonton from Caigary.
The people complain very bitterly
about this. 'On the other hand, the
railway people have side of the
story. In fact, this quest:lm of trans-
portation and of railway monopolies
§s more a burnlng question in  the
west than any other topic. We will
glve a letter or two by itself after
further hearing of the casé from vari-
ous local points and stamdpoints.

All the way from Port Arthur we
had the company of Mr. Oliver, mem-
ber of parliament for Alberta. Mr.
Oliver is the edltor and mopﬂetnr of
ithe Edmonton: Bulleun,,and is @ rather
extreme type of anti-monopolist. Per-
haps he might be -descoibed as a so-
clalist. Hewueled:edasenlnde-
pendent liberal and. has eametknes

.railway.

well satisfied with' the pro-
gress they have made. -He himself-
does a little stroke of farming. Year
before last ' his wheat failédd to get
ripe, though it grew co tall that he
could not see his cow in it. In other
years he fared bester. He sowed
‘with. a @rill five acres jn- oats, din-
tending tp use one and a half busheis
{0 \the_acre. ‘Through some  mistdke
in setfxng the drill te only got six
bushels of seed on the lof, and he was
much disappointed. However, e har-:
vested 346 bushels from the five acres.
His aeighbor K did. a littls better,

| threshing 1,789 “bushels . from a 20

acre lot, or 79 bushels {o the acre. Un-
til a year or two ago the market for
oats was not very good, but the gold
mining districts of British Columbia
now take all that is offered: The
local price is in the neighborhood of
25 cents pec bushel, It costs 35 conts
per 100 pounds by ‘the car loa-d 4o ship
oats to Ashcroft, which is the point
of departure nowthward to the Cari-
boo country, and is bhetween €00 and
700 miles from Eimonton. The for-
mer rate was 50 cents, or over; 17
cents per bushel, which was less than
the rate to the same place from the
United States shipping points or the
Pacific. The reduced fare has given
the Alberta people a new market.
m"muum have given them,
small share in the Kootenay trade,
mugh they hold that the rates ara
still far too high’ for that trade. It
is believed that the' construction of
the Crow’s Nest Pass railway will be
a gre2at thing for Alberca, unless the
freight rates are kévnt too high.

Red. Deer is'a thrifty appearing lit-

Jtle ' wvillage  with "a  coneiderable far-

ming country about it. - Rev. Leonard
Gaetz, well known in the maritime
provinces, is the founder of this set-
tlement. It was a little vacation job

.for him, as he had been obliged to re-

tire, from' active ministerial work by
reason of the loss of his voice. He has
voice ard health back now and is
stationed et Brandon. But the Gaetz
family, and the Smith family, who are
Telated to them, seem to own a great
part of the village. There are twelve
families of Gaetzs and Smiths here, so
that it is quite a Nova Scotia colony.
On someé of the meighboring farms as
many a3 400 head of cattle are kept.
Horses seem fto fare better out doors
in winter than horned cattle. As a
rule they are allowed to run at large |
all ithe year round, even farther north
than  Edmonton, and many Thorses
have never been stabled in their lives.
There is a ‘livery” at Red Deer, but
not a livery stable. The barber of
the town comes from Pictou, and is
one of the best taxidermists in- the
wegt. The Nova Scotia M. P. made
this discovery. He can see a Pictou
man through a pair of stairs and a
deal door. His -‘“wision” is not lim-
ited like Sam Weller's,

The entrance to BEdmonton is rather
sensational. The town is suposed to
be. the terminus of the ldmonton
‘As a matter of fact, a large
and rapid river, in a gulch two hun-.

bemclaned,asapumn.

, Ae, would,
doubt, have condemned by, his, wf‘od:e
hndavote‘beent&‘kenm 4t.. Mr.
Oliver took an unsuccessful grip sev-
eral times last session with Mr. Blair
on. matters relating to western nrail-
way charters. His policy on: this ques-
tion may be summed: up a8 a demand
for competition with the Canadian Pa-
cific in the west. For the rest he is
a2 well informed man, who has known
the country since as & trader he
brought his first supplies in Red River
carts drawn by oxen over the traildo
Edmonton, a distance ‘of over = 800
miles, involving a two. months’ jour-,
ney every season. | Mr. Oliver's con-
stituency covers an area of 120,000
square miles, or more than double the
extent of the three maritime provinces.
He hopes to get within a few hundred
miiles of all his constituents before
his term is out. Meanwhile-theyare
pemmitted to read his ‘opinions as ex-
pressed in his paper, which reaches the
most remote par's of the' district by
the time the issue ls *six or' e!.gh’t

“months old. ¢
 From Calgary towai'd Fdmonton rtlxe
country is diversified. 'The Bow. the
Rei Deer, the Saskatchewan, and far-
‘ther morth, the Athabasca ard the’
Peace wivers with 'their iributaries’
water 'Ime ‘land abundantly. They
sormetimes do ‘it too 'well, for the
floods thet' prevailed just’ before 'our
arrival washed out roads and bridges,
end at Calgary carried awdy a number
of bouses, laa.vhg ‘otihers ' in; ‘pictur-
Mﬁmﬂ swndlng on their sides:

atmgeﬂlwmudmﬂfeeamem

dred feet deeg rushes toward Hudsony

ad of the valley. Then if the

large you may be asked to
f and walk down the hill, and
a good look down the incline will in-
duce you ito comply, as we did.  The '
four horses were a strong team pui-
ling the load up hill, but the leaders
were not woth a, cent to hold back.
By winding ways we at length reach-
ed the river bank, where there is a
ferry. It is a self-acting affiair, a flat
boat connected by a guy rope and
pully to a cable stretched overhead
across the stream. The captain gives
the boat the proper cant to the cur-
rent and gives the proper adjustment
to the rudder. The force of the stream’
do2s the rest. It is the same mech-
anism: that is used in the ferries on
the Upper St. John. On the north side
there is & ¢limb and at length we are
in the town of “Nonth Edmonton,” as
the people on ithe other side of the
river caill it. The morth side folk do
not call their town North ¥Edmonton.
They do mot admit that there is any

other Edmcenton, ‘though a consider-
able town has grown up about the
1 railway terminus.

‘Hdmonton: (has some two ‘or three
thomsand people or more. The town
hasg séveral hotels, a sufficient number
of excellent churches, a  solendid
school . building, two mnewspapers, a
well equipped fire ‘depantment. ' The
stres*s are lighted -with eleqtrlcity.
as indeed they ought to be, for when
we . were there they were terribly
muddy. Mud is not regarded in
wastera town as much of a blemigh,
It shows  that ¢he country . round

" | about iz well watered, The 'soil 'in

this counfry is arich Tooking ' black
loam, - w«hﬂch to be al -
e e Ao
M ‘River Valley does mot

y Sy m‘&

/ o, W 8aw O
< of fhe river a d  where |
at farmer had carted thé | This

3 barn yerd to get it

selves. Bntmewmtmueonnwd--

try ‘the morth does mot ‘compete with
the' south; it' ds pernaps: the' choice.
spot of ‘all tHe west for mixed farm-

ing. There  are 'places where Jdow
lying - wheat: ficlds ame exposed to,
some danger from frost; but abund-.
ance of MM lamd ds.still- open for
settlemient. - Vegetables of all kinds.
gmw lmnm«mﬂam Is;a con-;

‘of timber,. though. |

{gropyth
eﬁe{hhu ‘are still mot ‘large. Appar-
“ently there is no-lack of Jand ready to.
be ocoupiea .which m DO ¢ ecn-

Tihe: sucewt 0p » in, this coustry is
oats; . We met a f

preacher .at Red Deer, whichis a sort |

'Khe Imt.ﬂe wt exmends veﬁ 'ta.r‘
nanh,tawm or four amndﬂn

: and woots, and for all de-
Parbments. of farming together this is

not: been suceessful even here. . The'

e.a western men aay of the pllce w'here
they Bve..., /1. Lo s

mmmwmmotﬁhe

ty tsmmea l!ve in m.o ccﬂrmy mnr tho

- | people on the morth side of the river

is the want of communication. . They

| 1ocat frms which compete
| other and /with the Hudson

‘river. WM mymdm..
L way bridge. 1&‘

a railway, or a bridge without a rail-
way.am'ouvmmttenimem would
be a serious enterprise. Mr. Oliver

says ha knows how fthe work can be

done at reasonable cost, by utilizing
the .terraces which are found on each
side of the river low down toward the
stream. He wagrées to point out a
‘gradual descent to one terrace, from
which the bridge could be. built to the
‘plateau on the other side. In parlia-
ment he had a device to work out this
purpose. His plan was to refuse the
‘company any extension of the char-
ter §t has for the continusmce of the
road southward, until it should make
conmection by bridge with Fdmonton.
The minister of railways did not sym-
pathize with this proposition, nor ap-
pareutly with any of Mr. Olivers
views. 'So the farmers bringing their
produse from the north must cart it
down ore hill and up the other in
rather small loads. 'On the south side
there are two fiour mills which grin@
for local consumption, but most of the
grain that goes to them and most
that is shipped by rail must use the
automatic ferry and the horse ole-
vator.

Hostbroints srfioninchor Mg
ve budlt on
‘south side of the river and so - 1:3:
connection . with the railway. The
| 'weak point of ‘that criticism “is  that
Bdmonton is a ‘century or so older
than the railway. It is Pperhaps as
old a settlement as St. John, 'or Hali-
fax. - We found' it impossible to tell
what ‘time in the last century the fur
companies ' established the
first post: there. The old Northwest

company which took up the business

of the traders of the French' regime
Wwere. on the Saskatchewan before the
Hudson Bay people got so far across
country. = For generations the two
rival companies worked side by side
fighting sometimes with arms, ca.rry'
ing on the peaceful work of aggran-
disement at others, but always deter-
mined and resourceful’ rivals. The old-
est: Hudson Bay post was down on a
‘low terrace beside ithe stream. A high
freshet = suggested g movement to
higher ground, and there on a, second
plateau were constructed those w
derful establishments Wwhich the com-
bany placed at important stations. A
wide ‘area was enclosed with a high
i stockade, on which sSmall cannon were
mounted.. Within were s large group
of buildings' of hewn | logs—stores .and
depots, offices and barracks, and in'a
corner close by the outer wall  the
powder magazine. Without was the
Ccemetery, and higher up the hill the
residence of the master of the post.
The “biz house” was an institution in
those days. The wayfarer who found
admittance within its walls, and
spoke face to face with the chief fac-
tor had something to tell of all his
life after.

‘Wonderful old men were sSome of
these ' Hudson Bay chiefs. They kept
State here and elsewhere with twenty
to Aifty men about them, and in time

] O!tlvublavmzmnymor 'l‘heym

only.

ly dnee
Mﬂlﬁw Bay

Oculunyet the rival corporation. In

all. cases of doubt, the occupants - of
the big house got the benefit. ‘Their
canoe. flieets went up and down the
Saskatchewan and .the other streams.
Their caravans moved in state across
the: plains.  Their domestic’ life was
&pt to be.as free from social restraint
as their .trade was from the ordinary
bursiness methods of today.- There was
little 'marriage: or giving in. marriage
about these posts. | Some masters. and
acme subordinates took an' Indian
woman for a life partner and kept her
as a wife. Some were more fleeting in
“their doves. . Most of the half-breed
families which. are found on these
rivers, other than French half-breeds,
are descendants - of these alliances.
Strong, clever, self-reliant  men’ they
are, having the blood in their veins
of the: adventurous Scotchiien who
everywhere capture the business of
the world.. Today from the far north,
from the Peace River, from’the Great
Slave Lake, from the point where the
Mackenzie Basin cuts the Arnctic oir-
cle, these half-breeds, with aristocra-
tie Scotch names come down: to Td-
monton with their season’s' purchase
of furs, procured from the Indians in
'exchange for goods which they take
north: from Edmonton. ' The day we
were there two “of these traders sold
out their stock, ore for $12,000, the
other for $15,000, and were purchasing
supplies for the next trip north. These

4 men speak English, French and Cree

with equa.l facility.

‘rhe manner of these gales’is eurious.
The whole stock is placed in ‘a sort
of sample room and purchasers are in-
vited to examine thé ‘lot.’ The mer-
chant who has first chance goes in
‘with his assistants: Then' they shut
themselves up with' the ‘goods. . They
open every bale; every skin,

‘examine
; amummaémMmmue

inspection may’ uke & long time.
One: 'col!eet!on 'm'wg A

‘mixes the furs all Up again so th&t the
neéxt man shall not m

assorted the goods, nmlpeoﬂve
buyers then' inspect. t‘.‘,imly

are dotie, each writes =9
slip 'of paper amd' it to . the

t | seller, who by the bustom of the trade

is bound to accept the Mghest offer,

’whe;herhbehdehorlow

At Ed.montmn theteu-etwo or three
BayCOm-

pany for the puxchus -of these furs.
Mry.mhnuwdoww'wnm-ueeeu-
ful tenderern in the. cases that came

under .our notice. 'We were informed
that last year he captured a -$30,000

.lotnbya.mwmotomya.!ewdo}lars
j over . the Hudson -Bay .

Deople, - Mr,
Mmdougqu carries, in addition to his
ordinary mercantile stock, a class. of
goods suitable to. the Indian . . trade.
Such gay . shawls, such ' spectacular
articles of personal adornment as are
found in-a, wholesale stock-here would
hardly find sale.in. 8t. John or Hal-
fax.  We got acquainted with . Mr.
Maecdougall's firm by proxy while we
were stlll far east. Miss Alice Mac-

dougall, an interesting maiden of fif-

‘the iconstructionof

otuelumeda.dmmdnhls duties.
The Nova Scotia politiclan arrived at
‘Edmonton determined to claim the
father not only as a brothér Scott, but |
as a Pictou man.  He left the town
persuaded -that not only Mr. Macdou-
gall, but meny other entenprising men
there were quite goéd enough and sue-
cessful enough to be ‘maritime prov-
ince men, though he was forced to ad-
mit that New Brunswick had the lead
of Nova Scotia in' this part of  the'
west. This will come in Jater.
8. D. SCOTT.
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Vancouver, July 15—~We were
speaking of the old Hudson Bay men.
It is' to be boped that they made
themselves remembered by worthy
deeds, for the ocompany which they
served with rare loyalty, has not
erected a memonial of them® in'  the
places where they died in the service.
‘Phose who died at this post are sup-
posed to be buried in ‘a spot mear the
corner of thé old stockade. In some
cas23 a stone was raised at the head of
the grave, but most of these are broken
up .or. removed. - Factor and olerk,
canoe man ‘and - cook probably sleep
side by side, and there peritaps lie the

with the white stranger from over the
sen. A few years more and the
mounils that are left will have dis-
appeared. For nature is a great lev-
eller of . man’s works and man’s tmonu-
ments, as well as of man himself.

Some of the old factors desired a
differont resting place from thils. There
is a story—ghastly enough in its way—
tald of cre of the occupants of the
Big house.. When he was dying he
“‘gave commandment <concerning his
bones.” He wamnted them to lie in the
ancestral churchyard, and arranged
for their transportation to = Hudson
Bay. It was a long canoe journey to
make with a, heavy body, and the
portages were hard. The survivors
decided that the terms of the com-
mnandment would be carmied out best
by a literal transfer of the bones of
their old chief. Therefore they separ-
ated the flesh from the frame as
speedily as possible. So lightened,
the body was transported with more
eage, for a space. But one day there
was trouble. The canoe fleet got
caught-in the rapids, and finally the
one with the factor’s bones in it was
overturned. So they say that the day
of resurrection will find the flesh of
the stern old factor absorbed in the
soill at the foot of the Rocky Moun-
tains, while his frame will appear
[ from the foot of the great lakes which
empty into Hudson ‘Bay. It was the
same chief who used to climb to the
tower of the fort, which commanded
a view of the gates, where sentry was
kept day and night,and who entertain-
eéd himsslf by shoating at any watch-
man who seemed to te asleep at his

out-da.ted. But such as they aremey
reradin and are useless The Indian
huhter of theése plains wants no old
fashioned equipments. “He demands'
the Winchester rifle and ‘everything
of ‘the most modern fashion. ‘If he
will not ‘'wash his face he knows how
to keep his gun clean. i

[

BEdmontya and the North Sagkatche-
wan wvalley is not simply an agricul-
tural and fur:country.: It-has wealth

streams ocontain . coal, which ' every
mar. may dig for himself if he = will
though it can be bought cheap enough..
The Saskatchewan, like Afric’s sunny
fountains, «“rolls down its  golden
sand.” - ‘The bed of the river is par-
tially composed of gold, which - les
free among the gravel. Placer min-
ing—which is simply digeging  sand
and washing the gold ‘out-—has bheen
corried on: a many years. in a
primitive fashion.. Each man oper-
ates for himself over so much of the
bank as his license covers. He cradles
the sand by hand and if he has a good
place, saves good pay. It would seem
that -this might almost go on tinde-
finitely over the two or three hum-
dred miles of niver. High d¢reshets
impede operations, because the water
ithen covers the bars where gold s
found, and as yet mot much success:
has been met in working undaer water.
But of late ‘considerable investments
have been made in dredges, and two
or three were at Edmonton when we:
were' there; '@ A« “clam-shell” dredge.
which was expected to do good work;
has proved:a failure. ‘The gold bear-
ing sand has & habit of spliling. out
as the dredge is bringing up itsload.
It i8 concludéd that only :.the m'
drem wﬁm. mfm

mmiumopewﬂomm&hm;mm
refuse thrown away has included a
certain “‘black wand.” - It ‘was not:sup-’
poaeum&hsindhudwym
in it,: But now it is cldimed that the
eand thus' thrown um oa‘t
valuahble matenial of all. We
xwﬁanmmhmm
operate among - this sand. - Behget—
ting a dredge ready and is developing:
upmmdmmbywmehhe

ummmm
::ay::handproﬁt. He Jx'?ui'nh

anulysis which was cailculated to turn
.ny head that is-moveable, It seems
that this: black sand emmunge
quantities, affording great possibilities
for the future,; - The same sand is
found on the Fraser river, where for
half ‘a century gold washing “been
going -on. In.all that period the black
sand has been regarded useless..
T‘xeminlnsmenplewesa.wwere all
dhposedﬁobemcredamus elbout its
vallue,

R

Thepresenoeotgoummbedotthe
w
th:eommtryroundaabc\zt. mgvld
is&mndin(thesoﬂm
but not in qpn.n:t.tties that make it
possible to get it out with profit. The
only difference between the river bed
and the surrounding country appears
to be. in the fact that the river has
weshed the lghter earth away. leav-

tng the gold sand in a concentrated

%’Mﬂ‘ on a ‘little hydraulic
1 by iteelf for a few thousand

‘carried on to a considerable extent.

-remairs of scme of the Indian maid- |
es!lwho!ett their wigwams to dwell

beneath the:/soll. The banks of the |

i mar; 'V ; '
mere straight and’ fell into a oer!es of |

years, In some places the stream has
transferred operations after a period,
there are old river beds in which

is found in paying quantities.

The same phenomena are found in
Quebec; where placer mining has been

It is Dbelieved that gold bearing
quartz will yet be found in large quan-
‘tities on the Rocky Mountains near
that Saskatchewan and famther morth.
The Peace and the Athabasca are both
golden streams, but the prospector is
abroad looking for something richer.
A few days before we reached Edmon-
ton Mr. S. 8. Taylor returned from a
sojourn of several weeks among the
hills. He had been moved to this trip
by the stories of certain Indians, who
had brought down some rich looking
specimens. =
committal as
whether this
story was a fi
crafty young
not ‘want to
not now be

Mention
to the. sto:
colony at

and here and there we cross Streams,
all of which are pouring on with such
force 'as to givé us an impression of
the spead with which we are rising to
higher levels.

After thus runnmg along in sight of
the great peaks, many of them bear-
ing snow and ice, and all in the early
morning Mght looking, cold and grey,
and unchanging, we somewhat sug-
denly turn in between ‘the great walls
Now for the first time we have that
experience which .is to be repeateq
hour. by ‘hour .and day by @ay whila
w2 remain in ihis enchanted country,
On either side of mus and a.pparently
near at hand rise ithese cliffs in never
ending vamiety of form, and one fings
that all the savage power of mature ig

closing around him with such force a5

may not be resisted. The high waljs
seem ito overhang the track,.and yet
we are told that they are five or six,
or ten or twelve miles from us. At
first this seemrs incredible and only ex-
perience, repeated day by day, does
in the end end very imperfectly then
enable us to grasp the greatness of
the everlasting thills. To proceed to
enumerate all the peaks that may be
seen on the line by which the C. P. .
finds its way through the mountains
would be impossible. Only the more
striking and  beamtiful peaks -have
been named apparently, and in- the

. course of the mever to be forgotten

admission to. 'the bar They were soon
enjoying a ‘large and profitable prde-
tice. Edmonton hadi a boom then.
Mr. Taylor made some happy: invest-
ments, and was believed to be on the
road to fortune. But the boom was
followed by a period of depression.
The Taylor firm had still a large busi-
ness, but Sydney , was not satisfied
with moderate -success, and is push-
ing on to the Kcotenay. He has been
living in Neison for some months,
awaiting the termination of the period
of rcsidence which the laws of British
Columbia require before a lawyer from
another rrovince may begin practice.
Meanwhile, as has been observed, he
is on the look out for gold in the
mountains as occasion offers. His
kinsman, H. Taylor, remains at Ed-
monton with 4 comfortable law prac-
tice. Mr. Gallagher, also a New
Brunswicker, is among the Edmonton
barristers. The leading physician in
the place is Dr. Harrison, gson of the
chaneellor of the university of New
Brinswick. The dentist 1s Dr.-Good-
win; whose home {s in Baie Verte.
‘These men are all doing well and ap-
pear to. be strongly attached to the
country. .

<At Red Deer; on the way up to Hd-
monton, I was hailed by a familiar
voice. Rev. Mr. Grant, formerly pastor
of the Baptist church at Sussex, and
before that of Dartmouth, was on the
platform. He was only -a visitor at}
Red Deer, and the next day came down
with us to Calgary, intending to go
to: Medicine ‘Hat, wiere he had an en-
gagement to preach.. But there was
time for him to go west as far as

experiences of the day on which the
run from the easterm foot of 'the
Rocky mountains ‘to Revelstoke on
the western side of the Selkirks is
madie, one  becomes simply over-
whelmed with the sublimity, “Tthe
grandeur, fthe beauty and the variety
of mountain scenery.

Nowhere in the world is such a pan-
orama afforded, and one mever loses
interest. during the day, but at last
when darkness dloses it is welcome as
a relief. While daylight lasts it is
Pnpossible to abstain from seeing, and
rest is afforded omly by the falling of
the curtain ©f ithe might. Our very
first acquaintatice with hills was made
at Font Willlam, 'where we saw Mt.
McKay, and after learning that the
great block was one thousand feet in
height and that it was five miles dis-
tant, 'we began to learn those lessons
as to the great hills, which we are
still trying to miaster. On seeing
Mount McKay we said it might be
gbout one mile away. Our informant
said it was three or four from where
we were then. We supposed it to be
three or four hundred feet high. He

,said it was 999. As we were evidently

incredulous, he asked us if we saw
what was seemingly a stone on the
level benwch running allong the face of
the mountain and about half way up
its side. We saw the object pointed
at and were then told that it was a
small building used as a chapel by
the Indians of the regervation mear its
foot who at times made pilgrimages
to the top. After a short time spent
in looking at these erdless mountsins
which coastitute the province of Brit-
ish Columbis ofe loses all confidence

Banff, and the last we eaw of him | in his previos

eoneara.ndkthementsoshartthmt ‘

it waa not surprising. to find the
preacher gazing at it and trying to

fathom the mystery. We also had our| '

disillusionment. But Mr. Bell has
promised to tell about that. Scenery
s his forte. S. D. SCOTT.
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Vietoria,” B. C., Friday, July 16—~
After Calgary we turn to the moun-
taing. © Wihile on the Jong jburney.
across fthe prairies and ranching
lanids one always finds that the moun-
tains will be a welcome sight after 0
many miles of monotonous level, ‘and
therefore one great interest’ on ap-
proaiching Calgary lies in the knowl~
edge that a sight of the mountains
may ‘be ‘thére secured. ' Our first
glimpse of the mountains was there:
obtain>d, but it was ‘not satistying.
Nothing but the positive assurance of
& trusted friend would have made one.
believe that the distant outlines point-
ed t0 were aught but clouds. On the
following <day @t sunset the great:
range was plainly in'sight. It extend-
ed for some distance along the west-
ern horizon Hke a fine piece of jewelled -
filagree work, and did mot at all sug-
gest ‘at ithat view great ponderous
masses of rock. On the other hand it
seemed like a beautiful © piece of
Mosalc peculiarly light and delicate
in design, and sparkling with bright
reflections from the lghter surfaces
and’ from the patches of snow. Two
colors predominated. The . surfaces

which fully received the sunlight were
silvery, while tthe shade portions. were
of a warm and delicate brown inclin-’
ing to pink. These colors and degrees
- of brlg!rtmtens were divided from one

more or less accurate triangles. The |
eﬁect was exquisite but not awful.

| and furious, end mot yeg' :

| from the excesses jof
| weak, when irt&wd.sweﬁi away

and track. A rapid rushing, bdtung,
turbulent str is the Bow. Its
waters M-:x ;1 g Ty
waste of the @ green-
tsh 'tint. ‘When | g in flood the
grega color is nehqoj\ldﬂ, seen 8s
the mud which the river ou!rles is of
a greenish white color, but “When al-
Jowed to clear by settling the greeh
tint is plainly) seeb; /18 character-
jstic of mamy.lof - running
from the mouuwm, a.md is saidd to be
due to the presence of mud deposited
in the glacial period. Following the
Bow the line rises rapidly and is soon
well up on the foothills, which are
great masses of water worn pebbles
and gravel mixed with the common
clay, all of iwhich have apparently

sides are green, cbyered with verdure,
as it might be moss or bushes. Just

above. the line of this verdure, Wwhich
h;mmwmm some 30

or 40 feet ‘high, stands a lonely tree,

a. British Columbia fir, 160 feet high.
In, +the .bright sunghine  its giant

shadow i stretching amwy’tmm its base
down. the slope seems a part of its

height, and from tthe opposite side of
the valley, standing on the slope of a
mountain at a height. of 1,200 feet, the
tree and. shadow seem ' like a short

slightly curved line of black on the

brownish slope of dqu ‘From ithe
farm - bl:lﬂéim appearance is
nyuch ihe same, and the mountain

seems just ‘about as thigh after you

have climbed 1,200 feet up the side of
the. vaﬁwy opposite to. it.

e

Snch tests as these gradually enable

One to realize the true size and dis-
tance:of the mountains and the width
of the wvalleys, but it would appear as
‘though ‘one could never quite ‘grasp
the truth. - At Banff, which is the great
stopping place, you have fairly entered

into 'the mountains, and there you see

[ mountain scenery in great variety.

Thenaietherea.c P. R. hotel which

‘a, very . M*—w&m
apr’uﬁdmy Rept, quiet and cool A
’m‘ﬂ place; well HUDM 'w!:t*h ver-

terbﬂcview of
ca.ube.had There.

aver leave you. At

m'oum
table you see through the windows a
détlciously cool, green wal, relieved by
ufts ;of greenery and by patches of
That is the side
Mglmta.in, or of Mr. Rondel,
ong or more miles distant, but
‘to' ‘overshadow your table.

e seloction of the ke 68 the Beor

hotel was happy. It combines nearly

fed With . mud, - the fell #hé distinctive phases of mountain

aty and has besides . a charminc
vigta looking dowmn the alle

Bow, and closed 8

end by & range of !

whose crest lies a grett cornice
SNowW.

| Aftor ;eava megj;mn Station, the
train paseﬂu rising  higher and
higher, and. folﬁvdng ithe valley of the
Bow river, which gradually contracts,
but ia still wide enough to furnish a
most vuied panorama’ of hill and
plain, wooded slope and grassy flat.
Here thvféet of the mountains are
covered uUp by the lower hills and

come from the wearing down: of'the. | térraces, which grass growm, or wood

peaks. ‘'The hills along the Bow
%:;at grass, and in 'the lower levels"
the pasturage is. good. The whole is
adapted for grazing. As we run
ihese benches. of gravel we find the
mountains coming mearer and nearesi
visible from both sides of the train,
while the river pours beside the track,

clad, furnish the approach from the
‘margin of the river. We are gradual-
L1y, m however, and now we ap-

l the summit of ithe pass, and
eb!‘t of the mountain. Along the

sides ‘off the valley as wWe Progress,
snow lies in white sparkling masses
a8 bright and clear as in its mewly-

fallein beauty o
following a sto
tain side above
A fce river oo
pushing its slow
valley, and send
stream., Now W
named after the
‘C. P. R. Here {
sheet of sparkl
into which the
and produce
From Wapta flo
river, plunging
down the valley
This is by far
part of the trip.
with the river i
waters have lefl
track far behind
heard rushing al
the deep rocky
hand. The tra
side of the cand
brake set hard,
dated engine in
end letting the
its shoulders, as B
ing down the @i
it is magnificenil
all enjoy th> =eng
fidence in the ¢
which skill and
ing done by the
guarantee the 8
ger. '

Descending ‘thel
Stepher to rwhos
Mt. Flood, whigl
side of the vallg
effigies of the I
from which the p
say fthey see ftl
fail fto do
afterward confidd
when she was
she s21d yes, at {
in order that s
down as stupid b
ers who 'said on:@
How natwral !
fiding Triend said
she saw mnothing
horse or Indiam
as the ‘track pa
Stephen looking u
snow, wpparently
bamk. This yo
thick, sthe fromt
believe *this more
learn ‘that a se
ice field ‘fell and ¢
which crosses the
the muountain. « R
the mmountain  the
fronmt of a b
red ‘cedar logs,
green, grassy tem
wetter are flying
P. R. dining room
spot, a contrast
and 'the ice fields
emough to be toud
agdain, flying dow
use of the engin
back and not pe
to destruction.
driver we ride im
the Kicking Horsd
the stream fills
the traick is cut ©
of 'the wgorge. )
thre “stream and

~’has to burrow

I Rlzoe,ph projec

ot,.
ﬁxeer Intto- the 0f
beside youy the 8
and roars, torn in
ing up ‘into surges
over-mastered.

Al this course
akout. You neith
come from, nor w
The hills rise aw

¢ hundreds of feet:

As you turn this
one side of the gof
then :the other.
these lower amnd
higher and more
thus before you
themsélves the mos
ing scenes of sav
is thrilling and es
that a broken flan
ing the track, and
by ‘its ‘jointed bod
twisting: cars andg
fearful torrent ¥

. be a “tragedy, ang

cool and steady
with the train wif
a rider controls a
the curb.

into the

leave - the SaV
draw @ long breath
valley of the Colus
on one hand, and
much more grean @
You run for a b
the strife begins g
leaving ‘the Colu
the heart of the Sa

( s

Vanoguver, July

to rematk the othe
asked e inevits
do yom ghink o£'

The fact of coun ‘-
tain or:;lntw. ;
the prairte regiom,
tinct from each Of
the three is from
might say, for the
Fagific coast s
from the Atlanitie
winter is much mi
mer s said to he
even our coast pla
the vatiey, where 8
perhaps the most
But beyond the
with snow on the
in sight, that vege
bages is almost troge
ance and that the |
to: the square milajR

. British Columbia,
Atlantic coast of




