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(L0SE DIVISION
IN LECISLATURE

THE GOVERNMENT HAD
A MAJORITY OF TWO

Mr. Helmcken Takes Steps to Have
Victoria Seat Opened and Pre-
mier Makes a Charge.

The government emerged safely from
its- first afternoon,
although with such a narrow majority
them serious misgivings

division yesterday

as to cause

_should the sense of the House be chal-

lenged on a straight issue. A motion to
adjourn a debate is never a satisfactory
test of the relative strength of the
parties in. a House, for the reason that
those who wish to avoid an issue with
the powers that be can usually find an
excuse for voting that a debate be ad-
journed. The division of yesterday was
on Mr. Houston’s motion, that the-de-
bate be adjourned on a motion made by
Mr., Helmcken that the writ forthwith
issue for an election in Victoria to fill
the vacancy caused by Mr. Turner's ap-
pointment as agent-general. Mr, Hous-
ton’s motion was carried on the follow-
ing division: :

Ayes—Messrs. Houston,
tice, Dunsmuir, Clifford, Wells, Kidd,
Hunter, Dickie, Mounce, Rogers,
Stables, Gilmour Eberts, McInnes, Mar-
tin, Hall and A. W, Smith—18.

Nays—Messrs. Tatlow, - Taylor, Mur-
phy, Garden, Fulton, Munro, Helmcken,
McPhillips, Hayward, Caurtis, E, C.
Smith, Gifford, - McBride, Hawthorn-
waite, Jefl and Green—I16.

John/ Oliver did not vote,

The (othey/ features of the opening ses-
sion were the introduction of member-
elect Gifford, who took his seat amid
great xp‘»l.m\e, and the cimrge of the
Premier that he failed to iSsue the writ
for Victoria, believing that Mr, Helmcken
would accept a portfolio, and that he
thus wished to avoid two elections. Mr.
Helmeken indignantly® dénied that i he
ever gave the Premier. ground for be-
lieving that he would enter his cibinet.

Mr. McBride must be credited with
opening his career as a parliamentary
leader by a rather clever introduction of
himself as leader of the oppesition.  On
the Governor retiring, after intimating |
that the House proceed to the election
of a Speaker, as described in‘ yester-
day's Times, Price Ellison, whip'of the
government . party, rose, and. after de-
ploring the absence- through illness of
Hon. Speaker Booth, propesed. Mr.
Pooley’s name for that post.”“There was
a pause, and then Mr. Martin™rose from
his place . opposite the Premier and
seconded the -motion, - thus ‘tentatively
reasserting his office as leader of the op-
position. Then the first'applause of' the
day broke out vigorously from the newly
organized opposition as My, ‘Mec-
Bride rose, and, ‘“on behalf of the mem-
bers of His Majesty’s loyal oppos1tlon,"
expressed his regret at Mr. Booth’s in-
isposition, referred to the high regard
in which he was held and to the devoted-
ness of his service to.the House, and
expressed the comcurrence of the opposi-
tion in the member selected to succeed
him. He believed that Mr.-Peoley would
creditably fill the office.

Mr. Pooley was then escorted to the
<hair by Messrs, Fllison and Martin,
and after thanking the members:for the
honor conferred wupon him, alluded to
the letter received from Mr. Booth, al-

ready mentioned in the Times, in ‘Whl(h
he said that his medical adviser expect-
‘ed he would be ‘able to attend ne ses-
sion.in a couple of weeks;

His Honor having returned and . read
the speech, retired with his suite, and
the clerk then read the applications to
the Speaker+ to hold election in New
Westminster and in Vietoria.. The forms
er. was signed by Messrs. Prentice and
Wells, the kitter hy Messrs. Helmcken
and McPhillips. The writ for the New
Westminstet election was also road and

Mr. Turner’s -resignation as a member
of the House.

Mr. Helmcken then rose and asked the
attention  of ‘the: House- to a motion
for which he clafned precedenee. The
House had heard the cierk read notices
Which had reached him through the or-
dinary channels, whereby on September
4th the Speaker had been notified by two
members of the Victoria vacancy. He
also read another notification of the
Vacaney in New Westminster,

Here Messrs, McBride-and Munro en-
tered the chamber, qand proceeding to
““_“ Speaker's throx@iutmdnced Thos.
Gifford, M. P. P. for New ‘Westminster,
amid applause, 3

The new member having taken his
seat,  Mr. Helmcken continued that an
election had ‘been held for New West-
minster, and the gentleman just intro-
duced was returned. The motion he pro-

Dosed to submit was authorized as ome
of privilege under May, which provided’
”-h a4 new writ could be moved as a
matter of privilege, without previous
‘¢. He concluded by moving that a

Wit forthwith issue for the election of
A member to fill the vacancy eaused by
the resignation of John Herbert Turner

;‘\‘ 4 member for Victoria electoral dis-
rnet

.\11

tion,

Ellison, Pren-

McPhillips, who seconded the mo-
was 411~posed to congratulate the
Spe aker, but would have done so more
‘Hll\ll\(l”y had there been a full

Ouse.  He regretted that the House
et without a fourth representative for
Ictoria, such as she was entitled to
nder her constitutional privileges. There
had never been an occasion in the his-
tory of the provinee when the House
Wias called’ together with two portfolios
Vicant and an empty seat. The right
1o representation was a privilege of his
“onstituents. The l(‘(]\ll\lte notice was

en in September, of last year, vet ne
action had been taken. They had just
heard from the Minister of IFinance
that the Speaker was the guardian of
the people’s rights. But the members
Were there as champions of popular
libertv, and they were entitled to ask

|
|
|
{
l
ts
f
l

a local matter it was one of moment to ! intention of the government to recom-

the whole province.
As the Speaker seemed in some doubt
on the point of order, Mr. McPhilips
drew his attention'to the fact that on
the opening of the Imperial parliament
last year, Mr. Waldron had taken pre-
cisely similar action, and a point of or-
der was not raised. There was no reason
why they need divide on it. - He spoke
as the representative of Victoria, voic-
ing the feelings of those who supported
and those who opposed him alike, He
appealed to the members to vote for the
measure on grounds of common fairness.
The motion was made with the assent
of Mr. McBride, the leader of the op-
position. (Applause.) He hoped the
good sense and fairness which actuated
British legislative assemblies would be
evidenced in dealing with the motion.
The Premier, replying, said the gov-
ernment had no intention of keeping Vie-
toria out of a seat. But after

for the reply of Mr. Helmcken, to whom
he had offered a portfolio. He did not
want two elections, in the event of Mr,
Helmcken accepting, and that gentle-
man had kept him waiting for a month.
He did not even tell him, but he saw in
the papers that he had been at Mr. Bod-
well’'s meeting.

Mr. Helmcken rose at once to deny
what the Premier had said, namely, that
he ever wanted to enter his cabinet.

Hon. Mr. Eberts—*“Order.” s

Mr. Helmcken—“The learned Attorney?®
General is getting nervous. But since
the Hon, Premier has come out of his
shell I am going to give my side of it,
and if it is not possible here I will do
it where I will be heard.”

Mr. Dunsmuir—*“All I can say Is it is
the truth.”

Mr. Houston moved that the debate
be adjourned.

Mr. Helmcken hardly saw the neces-
sity for a division, since the Premier
had promised to issue a writ forthwith.

Mr. Martin—“No, no.”

A division was then taken as given
above.

A number of formal motions were
then made, and the Attorney-General
introduced an act to amend the Act to
Prevent Priority Among Execution
Creditors,

It was decided to take up the con-
sideration of the speech on Monday.

The Finance Minister presented the
report of the Minister of Agriculture,

the public accounts, 80th report of the |

public schools and collection under the
Smal]l Debts Act.

The House then rose to reassemble
at 2 o’clock on Monday.

BUSINESS FOR THE
MEMBERS NEXT WEEK

Some Pertinent In§uiries Directed to
the Members of the Executive
—Notices of Motion.

Several‘of the members 'of the legisla-
ture’ returned last’ evemng to the alain-
land. Many of ‘those who remiin twere
over to ‘the ‘baildings this morning sélect-
ing theu: seéats,

fhere Jds already plenty of business.in
sight for the House when it reassembles
on Monday, The following motions have
been - made: A s

Notices of Motion,

bill’ intituled “An ‘Act respecting ‘actions

sociations,”

BY M. Heélmcken—That ,an_humble
‘address be presented to His Honov the
Liéuténant-Governor,
cause to be laid before this House copies
of an’ correspondence between the gov-
ernment of the Province of British Uol-
umbia; or any member thereof, and the
Federal government, or ady member
thereof, re the Songhees Indian reserve.

By Mr. Helmcken—For return of the
correspondence and.raport on the Pro-
vincial Statutes of 1901.

By My Helmckén—“To introduce the
Labor Regulation Act of 1902.”

By Mr. Helmcken—Whereas, resolur
tions have been.passed by this honorable
House, praying thé Dominion govern-
ment to. enact such legislation-as will
prevent the immigration into . this. pro-
vince of citizens . of, the Emplres nf
anan an ina: 7

And; w. as, -the.; Demmaon govern+

the .“Br

1960 ;

And whereas, the Dommmn of Canada
and the province- of British Columbia
have shown their loyalty and devotion
to the cause of the Empire, and His
Majesty the King has had signal proofs
of such loyalty:

And whereas, ‘the’ people of the pro-

237

tempts to protect themselves against the
in.migration of citizens' of the Emoires
of Japan and China into this province '
being frustrated:

Premier of the Dominion of Canada has
accepted an invjtation' to be present at
the coronation of Our Most Gracious
Majesty King Edward VII., .and it is
also proposed by the colonial premiers to
hold a conferenee in the city «f London,
Ergland, after the ceronation:
Be it - therefore 'resolved,
hymble address be
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, request-
ing him to communicate ‘with the Right
Honorable the Premier of Canada, ask-
ing him at such conference to brmg to
the attention of the colonial premlers
this question of the admission” into Can- |
ada of the citizens of the Empires of’
Japan and China, and to use their in-

that

ment to take steps = with the govern-
ments of Japan and China as will en-
able the question to be governed in sach
mapner as will best accomplish this ob-
ject.

a bill intituled
Immigration Act, 1902.”
introduce a bill intituled “An Act to
amend the Steam Boilers’
Act, 1901.”

Questions,

missioner of lands and works—Has work

Mr. |
Brown's defeat, he said, he had waited |

Mr. Curtis fo ask” leave ‘to introduce a |

against'Trade Unions and Kindred As-|

praying him to |’

ment._had: vdisﬁ'llowed the aets known as |
rgish “Columbia Immigration-Aet; [ LegiSla
1900, . and - -"thg “Labor Regu:latm ety

vince of British Columbia have an ad-|

1 mitted grievdice by reason of their at-

And whereas, the Right Honorable the |

an |
presented to His"

fluence to cause the Imperial govern-!

Mr. Tatlow to ask leave to introdsuce |

My, Hawthornthwaite to ask leave to

Inspec rlon '

My, Tatlow  will ask the- chief com-:

mence same in the near future?
Mr, Tatlow will ask the minister of
finance—1. What was the overdraft at

January 3l1st, 1902, respectively. 2.
What amount of cash was on hand at
treasury, or with agents, at those dates?
3. What rate of interest is being paid
the bank on said overdraft?

Mr. Helmcken will ask the Attorney-
General—What is the present conditien
of the megotiations between the provin-
cial and Federal governments touching
the settlement of the Songhees Indian
reserve?

Mr, Helmcken will ask the Attorney-
General—1. Is it a fact that the provin-
cial government has intimated to the
corporation of the city of Viectoria that
it wili provide the sum of $40,000 to-
wards .the construction of the Point
Ellice bridge? 2. By whom was such
intimation made, and when?

Mr. Helmeken will ask the :Attorney-
General—1. Is it a fact that the Dom-
inion government has intimated to the
provincial government that unless cer-
tain clauses in the Private Acts of 1ast
gession referring to the employment of
labor be struck out or modified, that the
said acts will be disallowed? 2. When
was such report received? 3. What
action (if any) has the government taken
with respect thereto?

THE ANNUAL REPORT
OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS

Presented to the House by the Minister
of Finance Yesterday
Afternoon.

Hon. J. D. Prentice yesterday pre-
serted to the House the public accounts
for the fiscal year ending June 30th,
1901.  The receipts and expenditure for
that term is given below:

Receipts.
Dominion of Canada—
Yearly payn.ent ot
Interest ... $ 29,151 06
Yearly ptumcut ut
Subsidy 35,000 00
Xearlyt payment of
grant per
(on 98,173) 78,£38 40
Yearly paynient for
lands conveéyed ... 100,000 OO’<
Land sales ... .onvis.
Land. reyenue .
SUrvey - fe68: i viivinep e
Rents, exclusive of Idnd
Timber leases
Timber royalty and licenses ..
Free miners” certifieatés ....,
Mining receipts, general
Licenses
Fines and fees of comrt ......
Probate fees' .......
Suecession duty
Law stamps ...
Registry fees
Sale of government pxopelty .e
Marriage licenses ...
Revenue tax .....
Real property tax ..
Personal property t
Wild. land tax
Income tax
Minéral tax
Royaity and 0
Revenne service refunds .
Jax  sale deeds
Printing office.
Re wtgled taxes (.111 vlenomhm-
ONS, L
-Buleau of Mines ..
Hospital -for the Inb?ne “
Provincial Home
Reimbursements in aid
~Chinese " Restriction (Act, 1884,
Dominion Statuté)

S %201 91
17 00
1207000
14,426 83

20 18
1,653 40
9,643 48

-80 21
9,988 52

47,362 50
ing fynds : 21.5

Interest ....
Miscellaneous 1e(elpts

! Interest on investments of Sink-

26,330 37,

Total receipts of revenue. . .$1,605,920 57
Consolidated revenue ac-
count—DBalance om
$2,287,82% 21
Expenditure.
Public Debt— -
Interest ..$ 255,303 63
Sinking I'llh(l—(’lll}\t“eb Auuuut)—
Annual remittance
for Loan, 1877 ....$ 9,253 S0
Annua! remittance
for Loah, 1887 . ... = 8,577 22
Annual. . remittance
for inscribed stock
Loans 1891-3-5-0 ..
Accrued: interest on
investments, . Loan
1887

64,250 86

L .. 10,713 98
Accrued iiterest on
investments,
1887 4,421 84
Accrued futerest on
investments (Ins.
8.), Loans 1890-3-5-9 < 12,453 42
$ 109,671
2,159
3,277

10,000
232,013

107,304
ation 76,151 06,
I ublic Insut&tlon (umlntennnce)—— 3
X‘rlr.tmxz office 39,635 3;
Bureau of Mines ...
Hospital for-Imsane.
Museumn S
Provincial Home . ..

Preminms and .exchange
Discount and commission ...
Redempﬂon of Debenture No.

Loan] 1807
Cl\ll %men.ment (r..llnrieﬁ)
Admin stmt”oxy_ et Jllbﬂ(,e (nl-
aries) ~

12,169 59

Hospitals and clmrltleq i
Administration of Ju%tiee (oth-

er than x‘xlnrlw) e v
Education ... ..:.
APANANORT: i ca s e
Revenue services . ...

Public Werks—
‘Work and buxldings $198,758
| Govt. House, Vict.. .4.403 3
lRonds street

bridges wharves.

Surveys ...... 4

25:3 10
15,159

754,637 63
190,616 50

$< -107,492 33

Miscellaneous .......

Total expenditure .....

Less amount of
above sinking
funds echarged to
{ sinking fund invest-
ment account (see
under general ac-

counts below) ..$109,671 12
Redemption of de-
benture ™ - No. 3
charged against the
Loan of 1897 (see
| under general ac-

. 10,000 00

l —$ 119,671 12

$2,287,821 21

counts below) .

The prosperity of a country depends not
on the abundance of its revenues, nor on
the strength of its fortifieations, nor on the
beauty of its public buildings; but it con-
sists in the number of. its cultivated citi-
zens, its men of education, enlighteument,
and character. Here are to be found its
true interest, its chief- strength. its real
| power.—Martin Luther.

“Phe British Colubia |

|
' “REMEDY FO3 IRRE CULARITIES

| SUPERSEDING BITTER APPLE, PIL
COCHIA, PENNYROYATL, BTC.

bank on December 31st, 1901, and on’

Qrder of all chemists; or post free for
LID., - Mont-

$1.50 from EVANS & SONS

PUBLIC MEETING

STRONGLY CONDEMNS

THE LENGTHY DELAY
IN ISSUING A WRIT

Rattling Speeches By Members and
Others—Messrs. Helmcken and
McPhillips Were Endorsed.

One of the largest audiences that ever
congregated in the Victoria theatre last
evening declared against the government
for its long delay in issuing the gyrit
to fill the vacant seat, for neglecting to
fill the vacaneies in the cabinet and
commended - the course of Messrs.
Helmcken and McPhillips. Seated on
the platform when the curtain rose were:
C. E. Redfern, E. V. Bodwell, K. C,,
T. W. Paterson, C. H, Lugrin, P, C.
McGregor, H, A. Munn, L. P. Duff, K.
C.,,- 8.~ H. Matson, D. W. Higgins,
Denis Murphy, M. P. P., Richard Me-
Bride, M. P, P, Smith Curtis, M. P_ P.,
Dr. 1. J. Jones, Geo. E. Poweli, A. E.
Howse, T. B, Hall, Henr\' Croft, H. D.
Helmcken, M. P, P E. McPhillips,
M. P. P, and Robt. Gleeu, S R

The Chairman.

Ex-Mayor C. E. Redfern, who presid-
ed, said it was very gratifying to those
who believed in constitutional govern-
ment to see such a large and representa-
tive recognition of the call for a meet-
ing to protest against the -prolonged
vacancy in the Victoria representation
in the House. Haé read the notiee call-
ing the meeting, and briefly reféerred to
the grave injustice done Victeria by the
refusal of the government to issue the
writ.© He believed “that the actien of
Mr. Helmcken in the House on Thurs-
day and the decision to call this meet-
ing moved the government to issue the
writ. Hé considered that the mesting
should show its disapproval of the action
of .the government in neglecting to fill
the vacancy before the legislature was
called. . (Hear, hear.) ~He called on ;the
senior member, H. Dallas Helmcken, M.
P; P., to address the meeting.

H. D. Helmcken.

The senior member for Victoria was
received with loud appliuse. Before pro-
ceeding with his remarks he read a let-
ter from Capt. Tatlow, M, P, P. for
Vancouver, - in which the writer ex-
pressed regret that insufficiency of no-
tice prevented his attendance at. the
meeting, but announcing . himself in

hearty accord with the object for which |

it was called.

Continuing, Mr, Helmcken said that the
meeting vitally affected the welfare of
the city of Victoria. He then scored the
government' for partially disfranchising
this constituency -so long, and countrast-
ed it wich the action of a previous gov-
ernment which passed a special act
through the legislature in order te seat
two of its members, The issuing of
the writ showed that the government
was at last awake to the great injus-
tice it had done this city in depriving it
of its full measure of representation.
(Hear, hear.)

Passing to the debate in the House
on the opening day, Mr. Helmcken de-
nounced as preposterous and unworthy
the charge made by the Premier that
he wanted to enter the cabinet. It was
absolutely without foundation. (Ap-
plause.) After the government’s defeat
at New Westminster he was informed
that the Premier desired to see him. He
interviewed him at the parliament build-
ings, and was pressed to enter the cab-
inet. He' replied that it was too late,
and told the Premier that he could give
all the portfolios he wanted to his new
found friends. (Laughter.) Subsequently
the Premier again pressed him to accept
a- portfolio, observing that it was a
great opportunity for him- (Mr. Flelme-
ken) to frame a policy such as he sought.
He again refused, and informed Hon;
Mr, Dunsnmiuir that he “.mted to sce
his poliey.

Mr. . Helmcken. then alluded to, the
celébrated interview - given the Lady-
smith - Leader. by Hon: Mr. Dunsinuit,
in-which ‘he stated that he had. no con-
fidence in . the “speaket. - The Premier

had afterwards-said that the interview }

was ineorrect, but although requested
by the speaker, made no corrections. In
view of these facts how could the Pre-
mier assume that he wanted to enter
the cabinet? (Hear, hear.)

He was gratified to see on the plat-
form the gentleman who was now leader
of the opposition. (Applause.) He
eulogized the eonduct of Mr. MeBride
in leaving the government when he found
it unworthy of his support.

The issuing of the writ, even at this
late hour, he was sure would afford gen-
eral satisfaction, and it behooved the peo-
ple of this city to shew their indignation
at the treatment to which they had been
subjected by the present government.
He hoped that on the day of the bye-
election they would send to the legisla-
ture a gentleman who would serve with
him under the same leader, (Applause.)

A. E. McPhillips.

A. E. McPhillips, M. P. P., was grati-
fied to see the deep interest taken
by the ¢itizens of Victoria in public
matters. He was not one of those who
believed that the object of this meeting
was removed by the issuing of the writ,
He firmly believed that the motion which
was introduced by Mr. Helmeken and
himself moved the government in_ jssu-
ing the writ. He believed that Mr. Hall,
M. P. P.,, went to Mr, Dunsmuir and
told him that he could not vote against
that resolution, and that the writ must
be issued, and thi% ultimatum having
been made, the government were forced
to issue the writ, ~He wasglad Mr. Hall
was able ‘to do good, but’ was sorry he
was steering a wrong course.. He should

join his colleagues in their fight for cor-’

stitutional government. ~ (Applause.) Mr.
McPhillips' then went into the details
of the stéps:which had been taken to
forée the government to issue the writ,
and the miserable action of the govern-
ment in crawling under the subterfuge

k
-2

'‘in regard to Victoria.

to place a wafer upon it. By ifs action
the govermment would keep Victoria
without its full representation until the
8th March. He asked “that the govern-
ment pass a bill and get thé Governor
to assent to it, bringing on the election
next week. This would be another good
aet, and if this were done the opposi-
tion would help them to put it through.
(Hear, hear.) Then there was not the
slightest doubt but Mr. Bodwell would
take the seat. (L.oud applause.) Vie-
toria and the province were to be con-
gratulated upon having a man of his
high character and great ability to as-
sist in the work of giving the province
sound, progressive and constitutional
government. (Renewed applause.)

Mr, McPhillips closed in an eloquent
peroration, in which-he urged the electors
to assist in securing their rights which
were being jeopardized by the present
government,

E, V. Bodwell.

E. V. Bodwell, K. C., the next speak-
er, was loudly applauded as he rose to
speak. He had no intention of making
a lengthy address as other opportunities
of doing so would be afforded during
the campaign. The present situation was
very detrimental to-the public interest,
and an infringement of constitutional
rights. “(Applause.) :

It was one which appealed peculiarly
to Liberals. The Liberal party had al-
ways stood up for responsible govern-
ment in its largest, truest and best
sense. He reminded his hearers of those
who laid down their lives rather than
submit to the despotism of the Family
Compact, which sought to deprive them
of their rights, The same despotism
could be sseen in the present situation.
The Dunsmuir - government, knowing
that it had sinned past redemption, fear-
ed to face the people. They had dis-
régarded the constitution for 'the past
six months in not having a complete
ministry. :If the Premicr had the right
to do that he had the right to discard
all the ministers. Furthermore, if he
could legitimately do that he could treat
the province as an adjunct of the B. &
N. railway,-and run the whole business
himself. . (Laughter and applause.)

He gave the government no ecredit for
issuing the writ, Jafter having so long
deprived this city of its rightful repre-
sentation. It had outrageously usurped
the rights of the' electorate. The elec-
tors fortunately had now an opportunity
of, standing up for the rights for which
their forefathers had Iid  down their
lives.” He appealed especially to the Lib-
ual paxt.\, uud‘w.mted to hear if there
Were any.one who would saerifice their
political manhood to sustain in power a
party of nusrrupulous polmcmm

He ‘denied. that he had any personal
enmity against Mr, Martin, - There was
no feud between tuem, and he em-
phatically disclaimed all such motives.
He objected to him on public- grounds.
He did not approve of the means to
which Mr. Martin resorted to attain
political ends. He admired his ability
and his political exuberance;” and - re-
gretted that his talents were not direct-

.ed .along better lines:

He then vigorously scored the. govern-
ment which had ‘abjectly and miserably
surrendered to the very man th(w were
elected to oppose,

It was not a business like government,
but rather one which strova to main-
tain its power at any cost, even at the
sacrifice of honor. It was*like the glave
cowering in thé presence of its master,
looking up into his face with a cringing,

i

sickly look in the vain hope of (.1tc1un;: :

smile
plause.)

from the one it feared. (Ap-
Z

R. F. Green.
R.“F. Green, M. P, P. was simply
there to say that not only Viecterians

i
|

right to be there I suppose it's
I'm no lawyer.”

Mr. McBride: “Stand up, Mr, IIall,
so that we can see you.” (Laughter.))

Continuing, Mr. McBride said it was
gratifying that on the first division the
opposition had shown s#ch strength, and
he hoped to increase its number from
sixteen to nineteen in a few days.

In fairness to Mr, Oliver, however, he
desired to say that that gentlem'm was
no supporter of the Dunsmuir-Martin
combination,

Mr. Oliver:
for himself.”

Nevertheless Mr, McBride felt that in
justice to the member for Delta he
should state that he had heard him :Mr,
Oliver) —emphatically announce hmhelf
strictly independent, and/in the strong-
est terms assert that he would not a:dy
himself to the Martin-Dunsmuir com-
bination. The opposition party sas
strongly organized, and would be able to
carry on the affairs of the country inde-
pendent of either Mr. Martin or Mr.
Dunsmuir ‘or any one. unscrupulous en-
ough to" follow their political fortunes.

Mr. McBride then réferred to a num-
ber of important matters requiring legis-
lation, such as the Oriental immigration,
railways, public works, ete. He assured
the electors that the opposition would
stand by the pledges made. to their con-
stituents upon the hustings.

He referred to the importance and

urgency of railways to develop the great
resources of this province, and said that
in the granting of aid for the construc-
tion of roads they would insist upon a
full and adequate return being made.
There would be no grabbing nor zraft-
ing, (Applause.)
“They would always devote their efforts
toward safeguarding the people’s rights.
In regard to the forthcoming election he
wondered if there was any
weuld represént the Dunsmuir-Martin
compound. He urged upon the eleztors
to show by their vote their great in-
dignation- at the attitude of the govern-
ment toward this city,
expressing the hope that they would re-
turn Mr. Bodwell to represent
(Applause.)

because

“Mr, Oliver can speak

C. H. Lugrin,

The next speaker, C, H. Lugrin,
gretted that he was somewhat luLdl)d(l-
tated owing to a lengthy address de-:
livered- by him at the board of trade'
meeting in the afternoon, as this was
an occasion on' which he w oyld like to
sptak as he felt. The last time he kad
done so he spoke against the tyranny
of Lieut.-Governor MeclInnes; now it was
tyranny from another quarter—ministes-
ial tyranny,  He did not know which
was the ‘worst, N

He Dbelieved that Mr, Bodwell’s retarn
on the day of the election by an over-
whelming majority would show the peo- |
ple’s determination that responsible gov-'
ernment shall prevail in Victoria.
meeting had been called for the purpose

of protesting against the partial disf.an-;

chisement of this city, and the speaker
held that there -could be no
wrong inflicted upon a free people than

to deprive them of a voice in the lezis-!

lature of their country.

The action of the legislature im shut-
ting off the debate on the resolution of
protest was  shameful, cowardly and
without a parallel.
city of Victoria Tour representaiive
The wording was explicit and the legi
lature was incomplete with any of its
seats unfilled.

They may search the records of
sponsible government from end to «nd,

and _they would find no precedent where :
| a legislature

was called with vaeant

{ seats when it was possible to:fill them.

but" the people of ‘the interior believed

théy had been betrayed by the Duns-
muir government, and were ready to join
those of Victoria in securing their rights
and in defeating the present government.
Hecould not give Mr. Hall much credit
for
the writ. Since he had five months to
do: something, and should have brought
about that result long ago.

Mr. Hall— ‘I am not a disappointed
office seeker.’

Mr, Green—No! perhaps not, but there
may be some other consideration.”

Jno. * Oliver, M. P. P.—“Shame!
Shame!”

Mr. Green—“No member has the right 1
to call shame, when I am charged with !
improper motives in opposing the - gov- |
ernment.. I have the right to cast the
insinuation back in - his teeth.” (Ap- |
plause.)

Mr, Green, continuing, said the reason |
for issuing the writ :was-that ‘the oppo- g
sition’ had some stxength in ‘the House; *
.and other interior members were not pre-
pared to defend the government’s action
He appealed to
the 'Conservatives of the riding to stand
by Mr. Bodwell and show.the govern-
ment of British Columbia that they be-
lieved in standing by the rights of the
people.* (Loud applause.)

Richard McBride,

‘R. McBride, M. P. P., leader of the
opposition, was accorded an enthusiastic
reception. Just as he. was launching ;
into his speech he was presented with
a bouquet -amid - applause, and -shile :
gracefully acknowledging it alluded to it '
as a good omen,

Since he had last addressed a meating
in this city he had been highly honored
in having been elected leader of Flis
Mzjesty’s loyal oppesition. He rvecog-
nized the responsibility attached to such
a position, and it was indeed gratifying
to find himself surrounded with men juti-
mate with the people, familiar with the
country’s needs, men who would sacri-
fice everything before principal, and
would lay down everything befare honor,
(Applause.)

With these around him he was as-
sured of success. Certainly when such
& meeting assembled on a few nours’
notice, it showed that the opposition had
few foes in this ecity. A dissection of ,
that opposition would show that Mr, |
Bodwell’s opposition would merely con-
sist of a few who were influencedq by
business «connections to oppose him, The !
people, throughout the province were
unanimous in their indignation at the
manner in whieh this city had been treat-
ed:; If a plebiscite was taken to-morrow |
on the question not five per cent. of the
vote could be rolled up in favor of the
Martin-Dunsmuir combination. It had
been said that with the present vacnicy
this city had 'three members,
thought there were

only two, as Mr.

inducing the government. to issue .

i danger.

. and exclusively

* of ability,

; tive force in tlu‘

' Helmcken by the

(Hear, hear.)

provoke a state of affairs without par-

allel in the history of representative gov-'

ernment, While expressing the highest
regard for the representative of the:
Crown, Mr, Lugrin felt that he had 1{111-
ed in his duty in allowing his ministers
to call the legislature - together

vacant seats. 'The petition signéd by

over fourteen hundred electors presented |

to him had been turned over to the gov-
ernment, who had thrown it into the
waste paper basket., When the exypress-
ed wish of fourteen hundred people w

i treated as idle breath it showed that the
in :

liberty of the people indeed
(Applause.)

He regretted that the members of the
government treated the shutting off of
the debate in the House on the opening
day as ‘a huge joke—that they should
exnlt because a constituency was dis-

was

{ franchised.

This injustice had been perpetrated by
the government who did not know until
vesterday (Thursday) whether they bad.
a majority or not. It was done-solely
in order to float over
two. or three days of the session, when
they could induce somebody foolish en-
ough to become a candidate on their be-
half in the city. The issue of the zam-
paign was the preservation of tlie peo-
ple’s rights. The electors would be ask-
ed to support the government because

i they had made agreements which would

bring the Canada Northern and Coast-
Kootenay reads here. Those roads
would come here anyway. They could
not be kept back. (Applause.)

The spcaker urged the election of Mr.
Bodwell, whom he eulogized as a man
who knew what the province
wanted, and who would make it what it
shonld be under an enlightened policy.

He moved the following resolution,
which was seconded by Mr. York and
unanimously carried:

Resolved, That in the opinion of this
meeting the action of the "()\vmnmcnt in
withholding the writ for the Victoria city
election for a period of five months, and
until after the House had been convened,
thereby arbitrarily reducing in an unwar-
rantable and illeg al inanner our representa-

said House, meets with

our disapprobation, and is deserving of the

severest measure.
Smith Curtis,

Smith Curtis, M. P. P. for Rosslaud,
congratulated Victoria on the magnificent
audience, showing that her citizens fuok
a keen interest in public matters and |
were alive to their constitutional rigats.
He referred to the attack nmde on Mr.
Premier yesterday.
was a direct conflict as to ver-
acity between Mr. Dunsmuir and Mr.
Helmeken,  Mr. Helmeken gave them

There

one who |

and concluded by |

them, |

re-

This !

greater |

The law allowed the !

re-

But it had remained for !
the government of British Columbia to

with |

because his leader had violated his word
of honor and he would follow no nan
whom he could not implicitlystrust. He
was in the Honse representing Liberal-
ism and Labor, which elected 'dfm.
Claiming no leader nor followi ing, pre-
pared’ to support every measure ‘1v con-
sicered in the best interests of the pro-
vicee and &é)ppose any measure thaé

2 believed \Would be deétrimental.

Mr. Curtis\then reviewed the carcer
of Mr. Dunsmuir since he took the Pre-
miership. He promised at the Van-
couver convention to reconstruct his cab-
inet and failed to do 80, and was kept
in power nut\\lthst.nnhng his gross
breach of faith by a gentleman who was
elected to oppose him. Mr, Dunsmuir o
November 11th knew where Mr, Helme-
ken stood, because a publie meeting wae
held in Victoria that evening, and Mr.
Helmeken concurred in a resolution ex-
pressing no confidence _in
ment. At Msr. Bodwell's
-Becember 10th Mr, Helmcken referved
to the interview in' the = Ladysmith
Leader, in which Mr. Dunsmuir express-
ed ne confidence in Mr, Helmcken, and
Mr, Helmcken replied that he coull 1e-
turn the compliment. My, *Curtis then
excoriated Mr. Dunsmuir for refusing a
report of Mr. Bodwell’s meeting in the
Colonist. Mr, Dunsmuir told the House
that he noticed in the newspapers a re-
pert of the Bodwell meeting. He didn’t
see it in the Colonist, and what Liberal,
Conservative, or Labor man would take
stock in a man that owns and controls
a newspaper who is so afraid of eriti-
cism that he refuses to publish the aews?
(Applause) He was glad that Mr.
Dunsmuir read the Times. - Mr, Duns-
muir knew as early as November jast
where Mr. Helmcken stood, yet he zave
that as a reason why Victorians should
be disfranchised. Mr. Curtis -always
fcund Mr, Helmcken a man of his w ord,
and believed “aim in this instance,

Mr. Curtis again referred to Mr. Me-
Bride’s leadership. While he had ne
objection to offer, while he believed Mr.
McBride’s services against the govern-
! ment entitled him to the position, he
was too old-fashioned a Liberal to have
"auythiug to do with appointing- a Con-
' servative to that position.

Mr. Curtis discussed the gross vicla-
tion of constitutional rights by the gov-
errment with regard to the Victoria seat,
and agreed ' with Mr. Lugrin that the
Lieutenant-Governor had somewhat neg-
lected his duty as the guardian of the
liberties of the people. He then read a
résolution which he ‘would introdnce
dealing with the vacant portfolios, anxd
gave it as his opinion that the acts of
Mr, Prentice as provinecial secretary and
; Mr. Eberts as minister of mines and Mr.
~Dunsmuir ‘as chief commissioner vére
illégal since under the law these could
only fill the portfolios during the illoess
or absence of the proper ministers, dow
could they legally act when mno such
ministers existed? He believed that all
pepers signed,by these men in the above
capacities were illegal, and that a bl
would have to be introduced legalizing
them. TUnder the circumstances the
Governor should have had insisted on the
| portfolios being filled, and quoted the
following from Todd in support of s
contention that the Governor would be
justified in acting, and he fully believed
weuld be supported by the people in so
! doing:

“ ., . if at any time the Governer
. should see fit to doubt the wisdom or
i the legality of advice tendered to him,
or should question the motives whieh
{ have actuated his advisers on any parti-
cular occasion—so as to lead him to the
conviction that their adviece had -een
prompted by corrupt, partisan, or other
unworthy motives, and not by a regard
to the honor of the Crown or the ‘wel-
i fare and advancement of the community
at large—the Governor is entitled to have
recourse to the power reserved to him im
| the royal instructions, and to hold his
assent to from such advice. Under these
circumstances, he would suitably en-
deavor, in the first instance, by suzges-
{ tion or remonstrance, to induce his min-
isters to modify or abandon a policy er
| proceeding which he was unable to ap-
prove. But if his remonstrances should
prove unavailing, the Governor is-«om-~
! petent to require the resignation of his
ministers or to dismiss them from office,
and to call to his councils a new admin-
istration.”

Mr, Curtis closed, after a strong ap-
peal to the electors to support Mr. Sod-
well as a protest against an attempt toe
rob them of their constiutional rights,\by
moving the following resolution, whieh
was geconded by P. C. MacGregor, and
wag carried uhRanimously:

Reseolved, That this meeting strongly con-
demns the government for its failure for
five months to fill the two important port-
folios of minister of mines and provineiak
secretary, such failures being in violatiom
of the provisions and spirit of the Constitn-

tion Act, and derogatory to the interests
of the country.

Dennis Murphy.

Dennis Murphy, M, P, P. for West
Yale, said the general impression that
the Dunsmuir government wished sent
abroad was that they were. in 'power.
Mr. Murphy said the government was
not in power since they issued the writ
in response to a resolution from the op-—
pcsition yesterday. (Hear, hear.)) *“Xad
a vote been taken on the main questiom
in the House on Thursday, for the honor
of the legislators of British Columbia
he believed the government would he de-
feated. He was a Liberal, and believed
he could be a Liberal and support Mr.
McBride, who would act in a non-par-
tizan manner while he occupied the
leadership. He referred to Dunsmnir’s
breach of faith in accepting the Pre-
miership before the Vancouver conven-
tion, The present course of the govern-
ment was utterly indefensible, but a red
herring would be drawn across the track
and an attempt made to divide the peuple
on Iiiberal and Conservative lines, He
urged Liberals not to_be caught by uch
a cry, but to stand for their constitu-
tional rights. Mr. Dunsmuir’s explan-
ation of why the vacant seat was not
orened was absurd, and he hoped the
pecple would elect Mr. Bodwell by an
overwhelming majority.

D. W. Higgins then moved, and Mr.
Matson seconded the following resalu-
tion, which was carried unanimously:

the govern-
meeting on

{

scme corroborative evidence,
had nothing but the Premier's Lald
statement.

Mr., Curtis was prepared to furnish |

but he ! ccnclusive evidence that Mr. Helmekea |

was telling the truth. He would say

while they.|

Resolved, That this meeting having heard
the explanations of \IO\sls Helmcken and
MecPhillips with respect to the withdrawal
of their confidence from the Dunsmuir gov-
ernment, hereby desire to place on record
our approval of their course, and pledge
them our support and cc nﬂ(lenc(-

The meeting closed = with a vote of

real, or MABTIN, Pharmacentical Chemist,
S:numampton. Engiand, ot P. O. Box 260,
Victoria, B, @, .

.

fiist, however, that the reason he was thanks to the chair and three cheers for
“If I've no mow in the House without a leadeT was the King and Mr. Bodwell.

Hall could not be counted.

been: stopped on the Reformatory build- Mr. Hall, from audience:

ing at Vanconver?  And if 8o, is it the

of staying the writ was insuflicient be-
cause Mr. Spcaker Booth had neglected

the House to assist therh in  securing
Droper representation. While in' a. sense

e oo <,




