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The Metropolis Recovériag From the Cliristmas
Festivifies— The lhauguration of Tm-.. .

perial ‘Peany Postage.” = T |

Blow to the Czar’s Disarmament Scheme—
French Naval Budget Involves Huge

Expenditures. e

G

London, Dec. 31.—Londoners,are bare- g
. ly! reeovering :from the ;ChriStm
. tivities; "which have

+glaging from.Friday, Deeember-23, pptil

vWednesdals' last. ,\The:dfxg_cordant note |
« of the festive season’ was struck in the

_asnouncement, that the bubonic plague
Z'had arrived in ‘England through™a pas-

veloped on’ the homeward voyage from

India, and by the arrivel in the Thames
. of another suspicious case and landed at
This startling ‘news-caused
a stir, ‘but .the Lancet’ now announees
that the man-landed-at. Plymouth is only
ease, while the = suspicious: 'case <iat
Gravesend ‘proves to be- sickms«--(},\re[to
some cthel;1 causgée_than plague. - Both
-patients ve--been the
%.)folconda has been' disinfected. RAts
o -the ' steamer; which are ‘acéused of

Gtterly -exterminated by bu_mfmg. )
Christmas day saw the inauguration
«of TImperial penny ' postage. About
thirty-six million benefited by it ‘during
the first three days. ‘The majority was
. composed of letters destined for Canada.
Over 5,000 letters paid- the 'old . rates
through ' senders’ ignorance. , Mr. .Jonn
Henniker - Heaton, M. P.; the“father of
the Imperiak penny - postage
which passed~July 12 .of the present
i year, and ‘who introduteed otelegraph
+ money orders ihErfgland ‘and -the:pareel
post in Franoce, hidd silverspennies struck
iand- distributed’ ‘smongithose who co-
noperated with Him in biinging dbout this
postal ' reform. Je' sent -one of these
s penmies  to Queen:Victoria, 'who ‘accepted
'"the memento; and:feplied: “The comple-
tion ‘of this important change in the-ré-
lations of “the various parts of my' em-
pire is a matter of sincere satisfaction
to me.”

The Czar’s Disarmament Scheme

receives almost daily a *hit below. the
beit,” in the shape-of -announcements of
an- extension of the military ‘and naval
*forces of the various powers, invone form
or other, *After the news that the German
field :artillery will: be definitely = armed
with ‘new -quiek-firers. by ‘the beginuing
of the new year," comes: the announce-
ment that the French field artillery be-
fore the spring will be fully‘armed with
new 7.5 centimeter quick-firers, rival-
-ling'the German arm. -Serjoly ‘attention
is being’given in ' Great Britain 1o these
important changes, which one authority
- describes as ‘being “the most protentous
military. advance. in armament;since the
introduction of the magazine. rifles; cor
perhaps. since the ‘Germans used the
breech-loading needle guns in the Aus-
trian ‘war_of 1866.” | Hxperts estimate
that the batteries of the new guns will
be. at_least three times as. powerful as
the present batteries. Each new. FErench
Jbattery. costs £12,000. Rearming thus
_costs  Prance £5,700 in guns qiloné,
while the improved gun, aﬁl(y necesgitates
she-peorganimation:-of: thow sammunitio
~trlinsports; ‘Wwhich ‘will being the total €X-
renditure to £10,000,000:. - :British  artil-
lerists point-out that agaifist the -new
guns the British srtillery’would be swept
«off -the field, -and they urge that the Brit-
ish' field gun be brought 'to: the level- of
the foreign arm. Great ‘Britain must
‘thus be prepared for an -early. expendi-
ture of £2,500,000. b

The French Naval Budget,,

published this weék, involves: ap-expengll-
ture of 304,078,400 francs; being -an in-
crease of 17,121,454 franes.. -Franece
will have 91 ‘warships building: in 1800.
The government enquiry into the causes
of the terrible mortality among- railroad
men, which, during the past ten years,
teached: 4.749 persons kijled; while 50,721
/were injured, shows that the ‘accidents
oceurred ‘chiefly .among syvitchmen. In
consequence of -titis showing ‘the board
of trade iséfit'stn expert to 'study the/
system it use’ in America. - This
expert ‘N> 1 just °returned ' here
ard  ‘ brought specimens © of ‘Am-
erican authomatic _couplings,” which, he
reports, reduced the number of accidents
in Ameriea by 50 per cent, It is under-|
stood that the president of the board of
trade, Mr; Charles Thomas' Ritchie,” will
irtroduce a bill to. make automatic coup-
lings compulsory in Great Britain. “Con-
siderable opposition isdeveleping against
the bill, as the change will cost seven
mwillion pounds. i
New=s of the" uprising
Free State and of the

Massacres of the Congo Forees

‘has again brought into promijnence the
iniquitous system of the rubber trade,
to. wkich three-fourths of .the native \1{;-
risings can be traced. All' the beSt rub-
bersproducing districts’ belong ® to the
&tate, which farms them, ‘nom'xt_lally, 'to
the . Societe . Anversoire, of which the
state holds practically the entire 'shares.
Off cials are comgpelled to gather:all the
/ jubber available or they are ':quickly

in the Congo

proportionate to the amount of rubber
collected, . Thus a premium is placed on
brutality towards the ngtivg‘, lg' is
said on excellent authority fhit King
Ticopold of Belgium has made £1.000,000
annuaily during the past few:years out
“of rubber and ivory sales. @& v
The bright weather at Christmas-tide
gave 4 :
The Pope's Health 1 La)
a decided change for. the better. = He
now walks * unaided during His ‘dail
corstitutional in - the*Vatican grounds.
Newspapers at_ Rome. announce: that =
rich American lady had a gold snuff box,
incrasted. with superb diamondsy ‘made
by the best jeweller in Rome ag 2 new
year's -offering .to the Pope, whe B
find-a check for $5,000 inside the® box.
The Pope recently refused to allow:elee-
tric lights to be’introduced 'in hiS«is
ments, remarking: ‘‘There is somethimg
superfluous about that light. 89
The Czar Has Returned

to St. Petersburg after his holiday ig the
Crimea. . Incidartally his majesty has
taken up the fad of papering and decor-
ating his rooms with black and white
sketches. - He has had his study .paper-
ed entirely with- earicatures of mself,
which he collected from foreign papers.

A Notorous: Figure Pisappears

from French public life with the resig-
nation of M. Diebler, “who has ' been
public - executioner - for the past forty
vears. His son, ‘who assnsseg hini  for
some timesg past, is expected, 10 SpCCae
him. Diebl(,?r’s wife is the gaught_er;,ot
the public exceutioner in ‘Brittany: D»

ing his career Deibler ‘guillotined
eriminals, His salary ‘was $1.200%

‘Year and an allowance of $2,000 ,ﬂe{
Year for storing and  keeping the;gvil
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Gustave Zede; whikh; 4t is claimed, has[’

jl:st emerged gxoem some ;ucceﬁnl tests
.at Toulon. . She. ig said to. have tor-
‘pédoed’. - the “French .jronclad - Magenta

-twice, “once when the latter was anchor-

ed and the seeond ‘timé when she was
moving. . The “‘only drawback is that
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“The “ehief eunuch “of the Sultan of
Turkey has just ded with a suddenness
‘characteristic .of- the ‘Golden Horn: He

left jewels and plates werth -£160,000,

[ ‘besides £600,000 in meney, all of which

“piepes, under the old law, into the Sul-
tan’s tregsury * box. Poison and bow
string ‘are hinted at..' = .

THE NEW. POSTAGE.
"-—fv - P S '
Into Effect Re-
duction on Demestic Letter Rate..

Ottawa; Deec, 31.~The prodlamation ofY
.the Governor-General’ bringing into farce
section 1 of the post office act of last ses-
sion, x't.rdueing.;2 i

& 0 €
‘General Smith, at the request of the Can-
adian government; calls the. attention of
all . postmasters:.of the country through
the ‘Associated ' Press. to the ‘reduction
and to its taking effect on New Year's
Day with a viéew. 0 preventing matter
so sent being charged -up as ‘short pdid,’
The: postmaster-general to-day signed-An
onder. accepting ag private mailing cards
both .Ganadian - mailing cards -bearing
United States stamps_and mailed on this
side of the line and ‘United Stdtes cards
;mailed in Canada with Canadian.postage.
This is the result of a .reciprocal ar-
rangement between this and the Cana-
‘dian government looking to avoid consid-
erablé ‘annoyance  “in' refusing’ postal
transmission where travellers both ways

‘write home on candd of their .own coun

try.”
L S g —————
CANADA IN LONDON.

Admiralty Meeting to Contract for Navy
Supplies With Csanadian' Firms, 11

Toronto, Dec. 317A" special “London
cuble ‘to the Globe 'says: "‘*‘The colonial
office. has transmitted to tbe high com-
missioner a letter from: the. admiralty,
stating it would be pleased to invite tén-
ders for comtracts for navy supplies from
/Canadian firms of packers who may ap-
.ply and prove their ability. to. carry out
their ‘contracts. ¢ % ’ "

“Mr. Chamberlain ‘also writes to:the
commissioner’that the British South Af-
rican' Coinpany desire to @rrange an' ex-
.change of .mining’ publications  with the
Dominion government. A7 h §

#Mr. Dobell sailed for heme on -)Ved-
nesday by 'the ‘Majestic.  He said/that
negotiations - were - ‘mot’ “sufficient/y "qd-
vanced to enable him- to make/public
statements. P A

“The supply of new .Canadian'impe-
vial postage 'stamps Obtained by ' the
‘Ligh commissioner for sale in 'Hngland
“was exhausted on the first day they:were
offered for sale. .7 3, {

“The difficuities regarding-space at the
Paris éxhibition in 1900 ‘have:been prae-
tically ‘settled. 'Canada obtaing g larger
ullotment than was at first expected, but

it

“POSSESSION OF PHILIPPINES
President : 1 McKinley’s’ Proclamation
“+Cabled to General Otis.

.+ New York; Dec. 31.~President McKin-
ley’s proclamation setting forth the ‘con-
ditions ‘under shich' the United Stdtes
takes. possession. of "the Philippines has
been cabled to General Otis for premul-
gation, says the. Herald’s ‘Washington
correspondent. - This “was done! gtveral
days ago, - It is asstwied that Gen. Otis
has already published it and taken :steps
to give it all possible.circulation through-
out. the islands. - The proelamation: . is
two' thousand *words“in length, and 'was
cabled to' Manila “dat an = expense of
$1,900. ‘It is modelled on one issued by
Gen. Shafter at Santiago, when the
United ' States . government. took posses-
sion there, but much  amplified. " Home
rule under the supreme direction of: the
Ugited’’ States government is, by the
terms of the proclamation, to be given
to thg Filipinos in the ‘fullest sense. It
promises :to give ‘them  a ‘voice in'the

d ‘ government,- ‘and, Filipinos will
be eligible for official positions.: They
will be given a fair judiciary: and:free-

.dom of speech and .press. B
NEWS OF VANCOUVER,

Fatal Accident on' the C. P. R==Some
- Sporting - Events. i

- Vancouver,*B. :C;«Dee.” 8t:—A fatal
accident joecurred on the C. P. R.''at
Katz - tannel,’ about 80 miles west of
Vancouver, last evening, the vietim be-
ing. J. W. Morris,. of Indianola, - Ind.
Indians ‘found the body on the track.
The body was brought heére by C. P: R.
Detective Jones. Theé remains were
badly cut up. He evidently fell from
yesterday's express. He had a ticket
from. Tacoma- to- Des Moines. C. M.
Morris,” his brother, of Cosmopolis,
Wash., ‘wired to ‘have the body. :sent
there after an inguest this afternoon.

. Baxter, of H.MS. Imperieuse,
has challenged Walter Jordan, of Van-
couver, to box 6 or 10 rounds for $50
and gate receipts.

Jonnor © and Knights will run. a_ B0
s{a(lirds foot race on Monday for $100 a
side.

ATTEMPTED MURDER.

New York, Dec. 31.—Earl Kirdeliber-
ger, 405 Second street, Jersey Uity,
this morning tried to murder his
wife, Christina, and step-daughter, Mary
Brodel. After he had shot them both
and believed they had been fatally
wounded, ‘he put a bullet in hig right
temple and -died .almost instantly. - He
.was drunk. His wife 'was wounded ‘in
the ‘left side of thel head. She .is in
the hospital and may recover., His step-
ditughter was sHot -in_the right shoulder.
After being attended: at the hospital she
was. able to:return.to her home,

THE POISONING MYSTERY.

New York, Deec. 31.—The police are
still vigorously working to find out who
sént the bottle 6f powder marked “Bro-
mo Seltzer” to Harry Cornish, and so
caused the death of Mrs. Kate J. Ad-
ams on Wednesday last. Capt. Mc-
Clusky of the. detectives has men ‘at
work at Newark, N.J., and in Connecti-
ent, besides a large force in this city.
“There are snspeets.in the case,” he
said, “and there will be arrests, but 1
am mot at all sure of making them thi
morning. In fact; I do not thifk an
drrest will bé ‘made fo-day.) = auoiiie

R e A T 5 AT 18

«Applieation will:be 'made:nextisesgion
to il;‘::lorpomte’ arcompany” to- '8periite
telegraph lines in° Yal¢’ “and  Kootendy
distri ‘ st
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30& Vacher, Known as ‘“Jack the Ripper,”
" "Pay$ tiie Penaity For His Many'
" Horrible Crimes.
Ghastly Record of 4 Brute Who Terrorized
Whele Districts in France—A Psycho-
Jogical Mystery. :

1

Paris, Deec.. 31.—Jos. -Vacher,  the
Freneh “Jack the Ripper,” was guillo-
Htined: ‘at Bourg-on-Brogee, -capital:of the
department of Ain; this morning. He
-protested his innocence and-simulated in-
sanity to the last. s
~ Viacher, ‘'who was 20 years of age;-“was
condemned at the Ootober assizes at Ain.
‘He began life as a tramp and. brutally
murdered. four boys and seven  wamen
and-girls. -Most of his victims were tend-
ing herds, when Vacher came behind
them and cut their throats. . The. ecrimes
.surpaased in: number and atrocity those
of the ,'?Vh!techape’l ‘munrderer, “‘Jack the

i - Ll )

. -8 ~homicidal mania first broke -out
:sewa?ly in 1894.. He claimed after ar-
Test -h't' at octeivery action has 'atg eg:uect. and
as his motive was neither theft nor ven-
ﬁw:&e, hig_;in‘esmnd‘&my -was estab-

ehologioally o dclansg his
‘cdse as interesting.” If was
Vicher had been confined in an asylum
for the insane, and while doing mili-
tary «duty a dove affair caused him to-at-

victims of Vacher were shepherds, and
shepherdesses, and his rage was particu-
larly directed against the girls, e first
cut their throats.and afterwards mutilat-
ed them: with -@ razor. :

‘He ~was arrested last year after the
police. searched for. him long and in
vajn. ‘In" defence "of = Vacher. it was
pointed out that when & youth he ‘was
pitten by a mad dog, and.a willage herb-
alist gave him some: medicine;, after
drinking which he became irnitable and
brutal, while previously he had. been
~quiet- and inoffensive. ‘'It .also appears
from these statements that & from - that
time he developed a passion for human
blood. - : ‘ :
Referring to his.crimes Vacher- said:
“My victims never, suffered, for .while I
threatened them with one hand I simply
took their lives with a:sharp instrument
in the other, I aman anarchist and op-
posed to society, no matter what form
the government may be.”

.He was notoniously .vain .and fapcied
himself a hero. In évery case Vacher
Las been ‘seized with frenzy after at-
tacking his victims, as he ent and slash-
ed them horribly, often disemboweling
them.’ One day Vacher told the is-
‘trate “that “he

‘manity,  Vacher killed one of his vie-
tims,” " he claimed, because he wore a
clean shirt, which the miirderer coveted.
*'One of the remarkable features of this
extraordinary case ‘was theclever’ man-
‘ner in which' Vacher -succeeded in shift-
ing suspicion from himself. ' About two
years 'agd he murdered a shepherd - boy
on-a ‘copntry: road ‘s few miles from
Iiyons. He ‘cut the boy almost to pieces,
then continued on‘his way. ‘The!murder-
er-was ‘discovered a few minutes-after-
wands, with: the result that ‘a gendarme
mounted-on @& bicycle oventook: Vaecher
and called upon him to produce identifica-
tion pagpers, whereupen Vacher quietly

Zmiﬁe ah s old
B, ¥io 1 is,my: regiment,’t.ex-
claimed} the. geridayme; I am hunting the

Have: you seen any suspicious. charae-
ters?’ o : L g 2 i

#0, ;- yes,”. answered ' the i murderer, < *1
Saw 4. man running acnoss a field to the
north about -a mile back from here.”

“Thank you,” cried the gendarme, “I'll
be after him.” < |

The gendarme then hurried off after
the imaginery ~murderer, . and- the .real
cuI%ut quietly stole away from the scene
of his erime. x :

By lucky wchances . some .of Vacher's
would-be victims escaped. . For instance,
a boy 13 years of age,. named- Rodier,
was herding near Clermont. one day. in
October, a year ago, when he saw-an
ugly looking, grinming' tramp approach,
carrying a big bag and a heavy stick in
hand, - The boy was alarmed, and, as
the ‘stranger came mear, ran away. The
tramp followed “him and the :bhoy kept
backing away, until he reached the brow
of the hill where a man and woman were
digging. . When Vacher saw them he
m‘oppes short and they watched him® sus-
piciously, thinking there was something
wrong about the ‘tramm. The man’ was
80 sure of this that 'he took up 'a pitch-
fork ‘in’'order ‘to'be ready for the worst.
Thereupon Vacher remarked ‘“This is a
Hortible -country. - People are worse than
‘dogs. I have been fastin® two days and
nobody “offered me 4 crust.”

Only about 20 minutes before: Vacher
had murdered Rosine Rodier, a sister of
the boy' he chased. ' The ‘girl. was 14
years ' of age; and her body was not
found 'until‘a- week- later.  Upon another
occasion ‘three or “four women in turn
escaped him. ?

Mme. Marchand identified Vacher as
the man who attacked her -on the read
near Lyons st Haster, 1895. ' While she
was returning from the market, after
having sold some oranges, Vacher crept
up behind her and seized her throat. She
struggled violently,  scratched her as-
sailant’s face and succeeded in scream-
ing. She was heard by several persons,
but before they reached her Vacher.had
escaped. The same afternoon he attack-
ed three other women in the same man-
ner, but all escaped.

The most prominent vietim of Vacher
was the Marouis gde Villenlaine, who was
killed while walking in his park in the
souwthwestern part of France, not far
from the Spanish frontier. Vacher crept
behind him,  felled him with a heavy
stick, then cut his throat. The munderer
carried off the coat of the marquis and a
pocket-book containing some bank notes,
and sought refuge for a time in Spain,

NATURAL GAS EXPLOSION,

Dayton, Ohio, Dec.: ‘31.—Information
reaches here of -a matural gas explosion
at. Bred Key, Indiana, which blew up
the pumping station. The entire Ohio
gas field is disabled as a result of the
explosion.

FROM THE CAPITAL,

Ottawa, Dec¢. 31.—An examipation of
candidates for commissions as Donlinion
land surveyors will be held at Victoria,
commencing on the thirteenth day -of
February aext,

WHERE HE FAILED.
F;lrst Harlemite—Jones is 4 j'ngo, isr’t

e

Seécond Harlemite—~Oh,  yes! He wants
to whip all the\nationg of the earth. but
he wonldn’t say boo to the janitor.—Puck,

Sir: Edward’ Russell” Kag ‘Bublished i
Engiand an “interview “»with “Riidyuard
Kipling, 'inzwhich! he' déscribes  'the
suthor ~asididving & practicdl, sprace;
athletic; . welligrooméd little 'ﬁqure.
Phetguthor:is mot pleased!’ £ ihad i
Niﬁm Dungt

1% “‘_i.‘. et 3
A ngton, Whe: . hagibeonivisit

ing for several months at Dr. Hall's; leayes
to-night for her home in the Bast.

ti| er ‘for the week;

tempt sclf-destruction by shooting. The-

t congidered " “himself . a
"Scourge sent by Providencé to afflict hu-

handed over his police discharge as hon-
commissioned offier from: a regiment: of |,

man- who has just .cut a boy’s throat. |

'THE BUSINESS WORLD.
eDunand» Bmd;ireet’s P;eyiews of - the
i+ - Condition of Canadian. Trade:
** Kew York, Dec. 80.—Dun’s review of
‘Cdnadian’ trade ~ says: “Canadian  re-
ports this week indicate vnly a -quiet

trade, with fair heli 3 }
John r&om very q _business, ' and
Halifax notes that- prices i
lines are maintdined, with from
bad- debts smaller than usual. A
“he: lnmber. business is _not_so favorable,
xold mining is active and ahead of pre-
yious years. Failures. are about 80 per
ki e e il e
i -Quebec iwholesale “trade.
“18vq -4 i< with < colléctions - fair, -and ‘re-
tailers ‘gre- busy. At Montreal  retail
business. % £0od; -and . money is -coming
in well.  Toronto reports quiet wholesale
“trade, but moderate sorting. up orders
@Al & good holidsy teade.  HamiMon
“business has' slackened with the holiday
sedson. + At Winnipeg.jobbers report sim-
i conditions to_last year’s, with re-
tail - trade good, but money not .much
eafier. At Victoria the Christmag busi-
s ‘Compares favorably with former
syears; /but- wholesale *trade is. rather
quiet, theugh the'outlook is good. i
.. New Xork, Dec, 30.—Bradstreet’s to-
m%nnw_;.wi‘ll say: The holiday quiet in
ﬁg eral’demand,” sustained ‘activity in in-
‘Histrial  lines, rticalarly = iron '‘and
-gteel, - exceptionally - large. shipments of
%oods. on .orders, Jiberal: cereal exports
% 1 specially heavy dealings in specula-
ve movemenis, are features calling for
notdble mention in ‘the closing week of
‘the year:: -“»Flrmtﬁ “in- price 'is ‘likewisc
@ ; - fegture in most ‘staples.
Wheat, though showing reaction; is high-
-owing to large. export
clearanees, and other cereals are in sym-.
pathy. The pig iron Jdemand grows, and
prices for this product and for steel rails,
‘téel billets, plates and wire rods are ajl
‘higher on the week, while the volume'
of i foreign trade for finished metal pro-,
ducts :zpparently increases as:the year
draws to its conclusion. 3
Concisely stated, the reports received
as: to the year’s business in all sections
of the country point to an unprecedented
solume of .domestic - and export trade,
which is.reflected in bank clearings that
break the high record of 1892. The gen-
eral leve] of prices of staples and secur-
jties at the cloge™0f the year is at the
ighest point reached for five years past.
Railroad earnings exceed all previous
years, and finally there. was a .smaller
number of failures and lower liabilities
%‘ an reported in any year for at:least
e years past. 'These general results;
in the country at large have been:achiev-:
ed, too,  notwithstanding ‘the ' outbreak.
and ecenclusion of foreign war, and §nt
spite also of unfavorable conditions in
‘some Industries, notably. . textile .1mang-'
sicturing, which, combined “with unfa-
Yorable ‘weather early in ‘the year and
the' lowest price for cotton on record.
exercise -an vorable influence, But
ﬁ’é close: of the year finds an improve-
1 even in thesedireetions, and . re-
turns as to retail trade, and particularly
holidav :business. are strikingly 'good in
all zections.
“7iiBest ‘reports “as to- distributive trade
dturally come from the grain growing
gections of the country, which were the
ifiwst ‘1o -feel -an ‘improvement  resulting
“rfom - frée foreign demdénd for .our cé
Tedls; but 'indications :are not wanting
that this improvement is gradually per-
eolating thro ut: the entire business
community; ile “eoupled -with unpre-
cedented export/trade :in. manufactured
ds'is the fact that we are selling two
dollars” worth abroad for every doliar’s
worth we buy. 'There is general com-
gi,iasint, it is true, of profits: not expand-
Mg in" keeping with the enlarged 'volume
¢ business done, and there is a tend-’
16y, perhaps, to look for a more .pro-
unced “improvement in this direction
;89% ‘.g:an i:dlikel'tv t3 be at;amed,_m
_of the modern. tendency of margins
[o-. 8, minimum. u}l‘h% export, - trade. of
1 é‘?gntrv for the year, as above inti-
mated, is the heaviest ever known, and
will . probably. - exceed $1,250,000,000 - in
value, thus being nearly douyble the.im-
ports. Our, export, trade in manufaotur-
ed goods, it might be observed, ‘is the
heaviest ever known, and for the first
fime in, our country’s history exeeeds the
value of imports of similar goods.
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. . MRS’ BOTKIN GUILTY. -

Qonclision ‘of San Francisco's ‘Sensa-
e sational- Murder Trial,

«!-8hn"  Frandgisco, 'Dec. 30i—Mrs. Cor-
gtta}ia Botkin, charged with the murder
8f Mrs,' John P, Dunning, of Daver,
Pel., has been found guilty and sentenc-
ed to life imprisonment. :

4 Late this evening District’ Attorne;

Hosmer, completed. his argument, an

Judge Carroli Cook read his charge to
the jury, after which they retired for
deliberation.  The curious crowd gather-
¢d in the court room expecting to hear
Mrs. Botkin griddled, were in a measu:e
disappointed, as it was Mrys.  BotKin’s
attorneys and their methods in the con-
duct of the case that Mr. Hosmer. made
the principal point of his attack.

Mr. Hosmer commenced his argument

with the incidents attending-the arrival
of the package of ctandy at the Dover
postoffice. 'He condemned the defence
for insinuating that the package might
have been placed in the mail bag by any-
one connected with the postoffice. He
accused the attorneys of going. behind
the faets, He traced the package to the
Pennington home and. its delivery to -the
unsuspecting Mrs. Dunning; the passing
of the bon-bons to other guests, ' their
sickness' and the death of Mrs. Dunning
and - her sister. ' Mr. Hosmer pictured
the grief of the .parents and friends’ of
the Pennington and Dunning families,
and concluded with a scathing atiack
upon, the ‘prisoner.
--He took up the analysis of the candy
by Chemist Wolfe, of Dover, and Prof.
Price, -of this city. [He ridiculed the
defence for its contentions that members
of the police department in this city and
even the chemists themselves might have
inserted the poison to make out a case;
He pointed out that: Chemist Wolfe had
found lump arsenic and that Dr. Price
had discovered the presence of powder
arsenic,. The defence in its argument
had asserted that only lump arsenic had
been . found. He  attacked - Attorney
Knight particularly, and @haracterized |
his efforts to free his client as dishonest
and despicable. He asserted that . the
attacks -~ of the defence had ended in
paught; -that no one witness had been
gontradicted. :

He then took e‘fllp Mrs. Botkin’s testi-
mony, and showed that in spite of Mrs.

of the defence'to, the contrary; the "wo-
man had more than passing regard for
Dunning; that her::life’ with ‘him-was
licentious and depraved.  He. pointed tb
Dunning’s aétion in coming across the
antinent to prosecute her, and asserted |
fhat ‘Dunning would not have gone
through what he had unless he was cer-
tain of ‘the guilt of Mrs. Botkin; that
Be would not have disclosed their “relu-
tions and been exposed to criticism of
the newspapers and public without just
reason.

After being out about three hours, the
jury brought in a-verdict of murder in
the firgt degree, with the penalty fixed
at life imprisonment.

Biggs—I wonder why they call it a foot-
ball game? :

Diggs—Why, I suppose it’s because they
kic] e.ﬁall. B ¢ &

igps—But thére It just ax much kicking

d ~ b o baseball game.—Chicago News.

from the mainiand.
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Capt. John' Irving returned last night
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| # curious ‘chain of  cirsamstances has
lg‘ven Evelyn Baring, lord Cromer, al-
1nost unlimited power in the direetion of
[ the - financial - and. poiitical affairs. of
- Bgypt. He was educated for-the Brit-
ish niilitary service, but was switéhed
off to become ‘private secretary to 'his
.cousin, . the "Earl of .Northbrook; iwhile
Viceroy- of India. : .
.. On . returning to England he was ap-
pointed a delegate on the international
commission to regulate = the lKgyptian
debt. ' The revelations 'of ‘the commis-
sion ‘led te the deposition of the Khedive
Ismail,  Captain Baring was then made
ane of the two. controllers-general of
Fgyptian finances, his French.colieague
being M. de Blignieres. S
After Great Britain had suppressed
Arabi:Pasha’s. rebellion in71882, and the
Dbresent Khedive ‘had "agreed to appoint
4 single ﬁn.'mg;al adviser, and he an lng-
‘hshmnn, Sir Evelyn was summoned to
“the post, and Yy his tact, vigor und ad-
ministrative power he 'soon made -him-
-self the ruler of Egypt, under Great Bri-

tadn. o6 v

- He is now Her Maj

_consul-gerieral in Kgypt, and also

'EE ntiary. ‘He" ed  hig' peerage
by preventing'ithe omission of some im-
partant -clauses in -the Sultan’s firman
aprointing the present Khedive, Abbas

y's_agent and

oo ©
' The Rossland Miner says: It is prob-
able that, despite the delays which have
occusred in . connection with the sclee-
tion of uniforms for the Kootenay Rities,
the kharki garb will be selected. Capt.
P. McL. Forin,  of "the Recssland com-
pany,:-has received ;word  from Hewitt
Bestock, M.P., that Mr, Bostock, bas
been bringing the matter to the atten-
tion of the militia department, and he
has hopes 'of seécuring the adoption of
the kharki as:the dress of the ritiemen.
The Nelson; Miner prints.a story to the
effect that Major-General Hutton, com-
mander of the Canadian militia, has de-
cided 'In favor of kharki for the IKoot-
enay triffemen. Tor some time he had
stood out:for the regulation red coat uni-
form,/yand it has; not been  definitely
learned here that he is in favor of giv-
ing wiy 'for the popular kharki, which
was the’choice’ of ‘the ‘militiamen- them-
selvés,

x o O O

.. The Broad Arrow says: At last the
regular army is to be recruited in the
colonies. - All military depots in the
Dominion : will, for the:future, be em-
ployed as recruiting stations .. for .the
First Buttalion, Leinster Regiment, now
quartered at Halifax. Before “the adop-
‘tion of the twin-battalion system this
corps-was called - the ‘Royal Canadians,
under .which . title, it_ fought. in . the

rimean war. Seyveral times the Can-
adian™ govérnment have asked the Im-
perial ‘authorities  to allow it te “be \re-
‘cfuited. in’ the ‘Dominion; and mow that
the 'request. has: been granted it is to
be hoped young Canadians. will not be
slow to “enlist ‘in'it. Nowhere in" the
Empire 18 to be found finer’ material
for both the army and°thé navy than
in Canada. Whether the soldiér’s slen-
der pay will. be 'an. inducement to
youths. .in .our great colonies has yet
to Le proved. ' But-there is no doubt
that the prospect of long service will

-will < be vthe « Dominion. -instead: of - the
Fnited,Kingdom.  There is: a peculiar
 fitness. in the fact that such an ex-
periment shonld first be tried in Can-
ada; ‘and should it" sueczeed, the prob-
lem of Imperial land’ defence will be
w_cll on' ‘the '‘way  to. be solved. We
wish it every .possible success. 'I'he
Royal  Canadians should, howeyer,, be
relicved from the incubus of .their Lein-
ster title. < b

‘ <o O0-0

room hallads «Dr. Kellner says: - *“Kip-
ling was especially struck by the bar-
rack-room songs, with ‘their striking lilt,
their powsr of expression, which said so
much *n'so few words, and their rousing
ehoruseés,”  Dr. Kellner has not carried
off. all the inside information about ILip-
ling’s' moatheds.. . In- the first place, ‘a
#ood many people who. are not. crities,
or even. slashers,” knew long' ago that
those’ ballads are most paraphrases or

of unrecorded origin. The rifrain:

‘He's a:daisy, is the mahdi,

He’s a. injy-rubber. idipt-on a spree,
He’s the only livin’ man

That doésn’t care a damn

For, s, +zegiment of  British infantree,

aas' sting by Pommy Atkins years. be-

f\‘x;as not néw, but only a topical version
¥y s 2

He’s ‘a eolonel, he’s a general,

A ?UOpln’ field marsbal bold is he—
A ‘thorough gentiemuan— ;

And Le doesn’t care a dapm

For a' co’p'ral In_the Royal artilleree.

—which was. bellowed and bawled “at
Woolwich academy when Kipling was
toddling and bawling by the side of his
Bombay . ayah. Kipling ¢omposes his
verse “by ear;”’ that is to say, he gets
a good lilting tune into 'his head and
then: puts rhyming words to it, instead
of constructing line and verse by rule of
meter. 4

; o o o

Greater attention than ever is now
heing devoted: to target practice and
gunnery on ‘board Her Majesty's ships.
Adthiral  Harris,. commanding at the
Cape of Good Hope, is very particular
in is regard. By way of ilustration
he“'dssumes  that ‘an sdction between
two ' cruisers at 2,000 yards would, in
smooth water, be settled in less than
five minutes, thereby showing the para-
mount importance of aecurate firing.
- He intéends at all inspections that g por-
tion of the quarterly allowance of am-
munition " and ' projectiles shall be ex-
pended, in his presence, and considers
that no amount of good order, cleanli-
ness, or other display, of smartness, can
compensate for inefficiency at. gun prac-
tiee. : T

o 9.0

Some time ago it 'was Jdecided to. .snp-
ply. the inilitia of Canada with tha Qliver
equipment, and- a‘ cobtraet for: 25,000
was entrusted by the militia department
to Messrs. ‘Adams Bros., of Poronto.: A
large number have béen turned out, and
have unilergone an examination from' a
board of inspection. The examination
was of a satisfactory character and the
digtribution of the equipment to ‘each
military distvict will' begin at an early
The’ Oliver. equipment is regard-
cd as'the best obtainable and was adopt-
ed seme time ago. i

o o o

When Count Li' Hung 'Chang was in
Tonidon, he placed a splendid wreath on
the monument  of General Gordoh—
“Chinese Gordon”—who. had been  his
companion in arms years before.

A relative of Gordon wds so deéply
moved by this act that he sent to the
Chinese  statesman, . with = his compli-
rﬁéﬂts,. a specially 'fine bull terrier, the
wihner of several prizes, and a remark-

attract ‘the: more: adventurous, particu-,
larly, as, the Leinster Battalion’s , home|

About the embryology of the barrack- .

parodiés: on actual- Barrack-room songs |

! “attorney,; of Douglas County,

fare Kipling fitted it into the immortal |
ode; to duzzy YWuzzy; and evem thep it |

; )¢ 3 ile -
“my bBest thanks for' sen g
“dbg,I' beg to say that; &sifor:
! h:.ve.t}ongd sincg ggveg -ups the : prag
of eating dog’s flesh; but mg.att Nt
to. whom I-handed the m@;m
they never tasted am'thg_z :Po"n.ioe. 4
Your devoté btk s
O OO sani W
It' was done. The untidy; watrior, who-
Lailed from the Emerald . ; Was or-
dered to exhibit himself rch wp
and down the entire regimient, and the:
lxlqeu were told to have a'‘good ook st
; SEL SR T T

im. LY §
+The: unabashed Pat’ haltedy saluted the .
colonel, .and said, in the hearing of the
:whole corps, with the ut _sang froids

““Dhis is the dhirtiest rigiment I iver
irsphected ‘in ‘me loife, YT :

&0 O At o3t .

v Advices by the Empress ofilidia state
that Russia has sold half g million obse-
Jete Berdan. rifies to. Chi i.a large
pr:ce through the Russo-ChinéSe bank.

Vicéroy = Tan of Countoi’i§ ordered:
from- Pekin'‘to pay for thenmi‘at the rate
.of rﬁ{e O&z)a.els r[;egd rifie ﬁn& tavelve xt-i‘;ql:
per 1,000 cartridges. Every,. fwo .
are supplied ~with extra,.gm in ‘case
of loss. Manchu, troops throughout the
eg!:]pire are to-be armed at’ence with the
rifles, : et '

: o o WEBR T L
Since the annual ball thedrill ball has
now. a deserted appearance ‘excepting om
the oteasion of the Satﬁrﬁdyf‘ni'ght coft—
certs, for drill has been :entively sus—
pended. during the - holiday:season.. s

of dhe companies expoot b0 Smnpe next |
Sl Week, - S in

. o o U ARl
‘The  general’'s ~ remembréince of ihe
First Battalion in his Ohtistimas tele-
graphic greeting was a kindly act which
is a fair index of the general aftitude of
that officer to the force since  his ar-
rival here. "The act was ‘gll'the more
thoughtful, as he has perdonally met
none of the oﬂice'rsoofothe COI'ps. i
o »E6M)

The editorial of the Globe, in whicls
that powerful paper takes ‘u{)' hle’cud’gel‘s
in favor of the apnointment of'a Cana-
dian major-general, has beén'ithe sensa-
tion' -of the month in military circies.
| This subject is almost sure,te.crop up
| with the sppointment of each Incumbent
| of ' the dffice, but the ‘advocacy of the
| appointment ‘of a native bffifer to that
important ition has neven:ilacked
| suppont such as it reeceived the other
tday  from the mouthpiece ef. the Lau-
rier government. Whateyer views may
{ have been' held in ‘the -ast/'thé presemt
, would seem to be an inoppo! e ‘me-
| ment: for- such a step, wheén'the wide
i spread of.. imperialism  has,led, to the
countenance rather than to the discur-
agement of such bonds of ‘unity with the-
{ Motherland. ‘o :

i
1
|

: O 00 oaaty
‘An . effort hns been;on feotsfor. some
| time '1‘ook.i.nfg t(; 'ltxh;\:. .seleoltliqg of .8 t:onr‘,f
i mon Aday of cele fing the campaign o
| ’66, of Batoche, and of Ba'ttleftfra}. The
| attempt seems likely to prov tile, for-
| nothing will induce the men it fought
i the Fenians to celebrate the  engage-
{ ment on anysother than -Jume!26d.
3 (OO Qe g o i i
All the members of the Ful?t Battalion
will parade nedt Thuteday €0f the pnr-
}E)ise of forming 4 guard of henér for'the
eut.-Governor uipon the vecasion of: the
opening of the legislature.;, [The gnard
| will be undet the command of Capt. Me-
{ ‘Connan. wgik i, 5%

SRA o T S SR e
The following battalion erdér has beew
issued. by Major ‘Williams,, commanding
i the Fifth Re:gmen/t: ’ N2 ) ;

Baaon Orjer o e e

ommandi
; Battalion ;)
1 ¢ Vietoriaj «BiuC,, 24th
' The fiollowing  commumies
Fistri A

11,.is_ published: |
all eoncerned:

NS

“The  half-yearly

clothing and accoutrements. ofi/the

iof - arms,
talion under your eomma 1

place at the drill hall,
uary Oth, at 8:30Pp.m. 3
“(Signed) J.  PETERS, "TtidCoL, "~
~ o “D.0.C., MbD.sNe-1E
Referring to the above ondencthie quar-
termaster and officers commanging com-
panies will rrepare for the i'nspectqon by
the district officer commandin's”'on the
. above mentioned date. KL e 1

‘ i By order, - 15 i
, (Signed) M:G. BLANCHARD,AC_, v
dju
y G’HE‘VB»UN. :
IN AN EARLY KANSAN.GOURT.
He Therw an. Axe Into: thé Scales of
Justice.. , .. .

nd, will tal

‘When Sam - Bishop, assistant: prosccuting
ansas, be-

gan practicing law in Lawrenée. » a firne
there engaged him to-defend.‘an old negry
who had killed a_ white ryffian; near
Soto clearly in self-defence. says the.
sas City Journal. The dead thafi’s
were known to be ‘desperadoes;put
went there. b

The first ‘witness was inclinéd to plek &
guarrel with Bishop, so as. to.ghoot b
but the latter kept: the man, guiet unt
recesg. © Then Sam went to a hardware
store, bonght- the best and isharpest axe
there, carried it to the ‘coqﬁt and put i
where he could grasp it readfly. 7 ;

After th:pecess the witnessiwas calle®
again and Bishop began: “Don't you know
ll;ta% what you testified to this ihorning wes
Tot?” ;

*““Wh-wha-what’s that?’ exclaimed the
witness, as.he half rose from' his .chair.
“Do you mean—" SO ;
_“Oh, I mean just what I.say,” roared
Sam, a8 he picked up the g¥¢ ahd ran his
Jeft thumb "over its. sharpiy . “Don’t
vou know  the defendant was. justified im
Lilling ‘the deceased? Don’t you know that
he did it in. self-defence?’ ,.'!

“Look here,”” exclaimed the. witness, a3
he rose defiantly to his feet ahd “‘reached’
for his weapon. I don’t wangs?

“Sit down!!” commanded. Sam,. who by
this. time: had the axe poised over hiw
shoulder. ‘““Answer my question and De

quick abont it.”” PR LT
The witness weakened. Xle fell ixto his
stammered:” ' ““B-h-bat

chair and then
b-he’s a nig-ger!” 43 522
“Isn’t it a facot,” asked Sam, following
up the advantage galned, ‘‘that the de—
ceased and several of his fr'ends- assaulted®
the defendant with ‘stones and clubs and
knocked him down and that if he had mot
shot to kill he would have 'béen murdered
himself ?” )
“Yes,” > replied the
that’s the size of it.”’ :
“Get out of that chair!” npeared the vie-
torious limb of the law. as he dropped the
heavy axe on the table.  “¥ou’'ré a &is-
grace to manking!"’ ‘ 7
The  witness shambled out of the ecourt
rogom and never looked bhack., One by oue
fellow-witnesses: speaked away,
soon ;only: the judge, the atigrneys, the .de-
fendant and a few spectu.&m weré left
in" the ¢ourt’' room.” 218
Sam .held the trump hand: and: he: kiew
it. His argument was brief and to the
point. The prosecutor ithrew Ap his hands
and made no protest when Sam demanded
that the .defendant he discharged. The
court glanced at Sam and then at the axe..
“Motion is granted,” the judge apbonneed,
snd_Sam, pick'ng up his axe and. followed
Ly his eclient, left ‘Pt room,

the cou

—Mr, T. V. Twinning has anticipated
the suggestion of “Moderato]’; in another
column and has decided to remain im
Victoria until the end of Fébruary. He
has been induced to to ' this de-
cision by the influence brought to besr
upon him by many residents who desire
to retain his services as’ & tedcher. “ A
class of fourtéen ladies had alreddy beei
formed and Mr. Twinning:Jias jengage
the  Sir William Wallace., hall - for . bis
studio. y fak

A, 'G. King, Jr., of Nanalmo, is 4 ' goests
at the Oriental. ] Vi

withess, “I s"pose

B

able specimen of canine birth and breed-




