WARSHIPS 10 SAIL

The Imperieuse, Pheasant and Leander
to Sail Under Seaied Orders
at Onece.

Considerable Speculation as to Their
Destination—It is Believed They
Go to China.

All is activity in the harbo :
malt, for several of the \\‘arsll;i[a): ﬁseqm-
the eve of departure for some forejgon
port. Wagons are arriving consban-tlm
with groceries and provisions of all kjndy'
The ships about to leave are each taki ny
supplies for an absence from port ?)’f
about six months. H.M.S, Pheasant ig
to sail this afternoot’ bound southsvard
it is said, where no one knows; for untji
she rounds Cape Flattery none, not even
her ‘commanding officer, will know to
what port she is bound.. It is".gaid; hy
her officers and crew, as well as; many
of those resident at Ksquimalt—at least
that portion of Esquimalt where mesr of
Her Majesty’s service congregate—that
she is going to Guatemala, where the
pe'uplc, as is the custom of Central Am-
erican republics, are again indulging in
the pastime of having a revolution.
Others say that she, as well as the flag-
ship, which will follow her, sailing on
Saturday hext, and the Leander: sai
on Wednesday next, is going to China.
The prevailing opinion is that the men~
of-war are going to South America
where they may be joined by H.M.S,
Amphion, now craising in South Ameri:
can waters. The Leander, which has
been in the drydock for about a week
and in port only about two weeks; has,
been ordered to hurry her preparations
for departure. She has had her hull
cleaned and painted, and will be in readi-
ness to sail on Wednesday next. It'is
said by some that the torpedo boat de-
stroyer Sparrowhawk will accompsny
her, but this is only raomor.

Admiral Palliser when spoken to ton-
cerning, the departure of the vessels de-
clined to say where they were going. ‘The
orders, he said, were secret, and no one,
not even the commanding officers of the
different vessels, was  informed of the
destination of the vessels. The vessels
were all to =ail under sealed orders,
which were not to be opened until the
ships had left port. The only informa-
tion the Adiniral was willing to give was
that they were not going te China.
Another phase of the talk at Bsquimalt
relates “to the Cocos Island treasure.
Many think that while south another
party will be placed on the island to
endeavor to discover the thirty million
dollars’ worth of gold, silver and jéwels
that lie buried in the sands of the little
island. The Imperieuse has already
made a search, and so has the Amphion,
but the sailors still have faith, and say
that these who have already searched
dug in the wrong place. - The vessels;re-
maining at Esquimalt after the depar-
ture of those now. about to leave will be
the Icarus and Pheasant and the torpedo

boat destroyers Virago and Sparrow-
hawk. :

WORK FOR COUNCIL

O

Ald. Humphrey Proposes Another.sﬁp
Towards a Causeway Across-
James Bay. :

He Would Also Extend Bay Street
Across Rock Bay to
Work Street.

Since the completion of the new par-
liament buildings, the James Bay mud
flats and the far-from-handsome bridge
that connects Government street and
Bird-age Walk have become a  greater
eyesore than ever. For years the people
have urged that something be done to do
away with this blot on the beauty" of
Victoria. Competitive plans were called
for for a permanent causeway across
the bay, and one set was chose:u,' bot
uonping was done to carry out the work,
Now'  Ald. Humphrey, the new repre-
sentative' of South Ward, the portion of
the city most ditectly interested, pro-
poses to take another step in the diree~
tion of having this work" carried -out,
He will move at the next meeting of the
councit that application be made to the
| Dominion government for right of wWay
across James Bay to construct in liem
of the present bridge, a permanent road-
way as a continuvation and in line with
Government street. The next question
will be as to compensation for the pro-
perty owners whose land faces on that
portion of the bay that would be ecut
off, although now little use is made of
the water.
The same alderman is looking towards
improvements at Rock Bay, in fact he
will again bring up the scheme to do
away with Rock Bay bridge, the most
expensive bridge in the city to keep up.
The proposal is to build a permanent
roadway from Bay street across the
upper end of Rock Bay to Work street,
This would make Government street, ine
| stead of Store street, the main thorough-
fare to Esquimalt, and would do away
with the necessity of Rock Bay bridge.
The only ones to be inconvenienced
would' be the street railway company,
‘T | who would either have to keep ‘up’“the
;1’- bridge themselves or tufi 'théir track out
€1 Government street to Bay strédt “and
down that street to comnect with the
track on Work street. At Monday's
£ m‘f-oting of the council Ald, Humphrey
ed will move that the city engineer be in-
he structed to prepare an estimate of the
nd cost of buxldmg. the permanent roadway.
As Other re_solutxons to be moved at the
ol next n}.eetmg of the council are: (1) by
or | Ald. I\msmnp, to the, effect that the ¢ity
e | :ls.\'\*ssor-be instructed to commence the
o })’»_r(*p:u:.xtxon of the assessment roll on the
m_‘}_urh inst.,, ard have it ready before
i | May 1st; (2)' by Ald. Phillips, instructing
he the purchr}smg agent to call for tenders
for groceries, meat, milk and bread for
2 the home for the aged and infirm, and
o aleo for forage, lumber, nails, bricks,
ig. cement and castig for the corporation
| for the edarrent year. g
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Mrs. Kenney and family of : ncis-
i.eo, Thos: J. Allan and wife a%aréumran— St

ph ¢isco, and J, Brandsb S ,
! are at the Dallas. Y ob, Ban A TARER
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FROM THE 'CAPlI-ALi

Government’s Decision in the Sterna-
man Case Meets With Very
General Approal.

»

A Stickeen-Dawson Railway Proposed
_ Commonwealth Company to °
Work From Edmouton.. .

J

Ottawa, Jan. 19.—The government’s
orcision in the Sternaman case meets
with very genorml approval. It remo.ves
a load of responsibility from the sheriff’s
shoulders at Caynga, and from this offi-
cia]l came this morning thanks to the aun-
thorities from the unpleasant .duty. of
which he is relieved.

Wm. Mackenzie of the Toronto street
railway is here, it is said, with a pro-
position to build a railway line from the
Stickeen to Dawson.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier, and Messrs. Tarte,
Blair and Sifton gave a hearing to the
Commonwealth Company’s  offer for a
railway and telegraph line from Edmon-
ton to Klondike. They were promised
government consideration. Thue:, scheme
was urged as a means of opening up a
new district to gettlement.

J. B. Powell, Nelson, B.C., represent-
ing the Commonwealth Miring Co.,
nl(;ng with 8. O. Shorey, K. C. Holden,
Senators Thibaudean and Berque, Mon-
treal, and others, waited on the govern-
ment this forenoon. Powell’s company
has schemes for a stage line between
Edmonton and Dawson City in the Yu-
kon, which, he says, can be travelled in
What the delegation

d

about five days.

LIVELY IN SLOOAN.

Outside Capifal Making Investments in
o nvestn H

o .1 That Distriet.

| r——

Ad Hellmers, bo&kkeeper at the Slocan
Star mine in the ‘Slocan country, is in

the city to meet Provincial Mineralogist | conference on the subject of the loan,

Carlyle, who is expected to be here in a
few. diiys, says the Spokane Spokesman-
Review. Mr. Hellmers is an enthusiast
on the richness of the Slocan country
and -predicts that it will be one of the
greatest; if not the greatest, camps opn
earth within a year: ;

“Public attention is swinging back to
silver  properties,” 'said he yesterday.
“And thé ‘investors are finding out that-
silver offers a great field for them.

“I have been informed that a deal has
been closed by which a half interest in
the Ruth mine has been sold to an Eng-
lish syndicate for $600,000. - Other pro-
perties are changing hands and a large
amouht of eastern and English capital is
being invested in the camp for its many
dividend payers are proving it-to be sub-
stantial. !

the fourth and fifth tunnels of high
grade concentrating ore, outstanding
from the hanging wall. It has continued
rich on drifting.

“A ecar of machinery has been added
to the equipment of the concentrator at
the Slocan ‘Star, the most important part
of the new machinery being large rolls
from Peterboro,” Canada. :
“The new machinery was installed be-
tween Christmas and New Year’s. This
machinery has increased the daily output
considerably and has also raised the
value per ton about two ounces silver.
The Slocan Star. is to be developed on a
large seale. Work on the Silver King
and other claims in the group will be
operated in the near future.

“Many miners in the ‘Slocan on the
Payne, Reco, Slocan Star and other big
properties are saving their money to go
to Klondike in the spring. They are
saving their pay checks to such an. ex-

wants is government assistance, -tent.that it is ‘causing worry-to the

The case of Mrs. Sternaman, which is
exciting great interest, has taken a new
and unexpected turn. She is mot to be
hanged on Thursday, neither isl the ‘sen-
tence commuted to life imprisonment.
The executive has in fact taken a new
departure in Canadian criminal ' pro-
cedure by ordering a new trial. The sub-
committee consisting of Messrs. Mills,
Davies and Scott recommended this.
course.  Although the cabinet was not
4 unit on the mattér;, yet a majority ap-
proved the recommendation. The new
criminal code provides that if reasonable
doubt exists in a case instead of remit-
ting the sentence a new trial may be or-
dered, and this has been done. 'This
clause was inserted in the' code at the
instance of Justice Stephens, who tried
the Maybrick case.

James Huddart, managing director of
the Canadian-Australian steamship Line,
is here.

Information has reached the depart-
ment of trade and commerce that there
is an excellent market for Canadian
inch planed boards in Cape Colony.

Wm. Dunn, of Chicago, has secured
a verdict of $8,610 from the Prescott
elevator company for alleged careless
handling of grain, br which it was de-
preciated in value, and loss sustained in
British markets.

At a joint meeting of the provisional
committee and the Ottawa committee of
the Victorian Order at the Governor-
General’s office it was ‘decvided to engage
superintendents of districts, visiting
nurses, for work to be begun in the im-
mediate future in Ottawa, Montreal and
“T'oronto,

Nothing is. known in government cir-
cles of the oflicer nameéd Lewis who is
reported by cable to be organizing a
Klondike relief expedition in Denmark.

The inland revenue department effect-
ed 215 seizures last year.

BOUNDARY CREEK CLAIMS SOLD.

Spokane .and Bastern Canadian Men
the Purchasers. :

I' Foirell and ‘A. F. Midgeon of Butte,
Mont., have sold their interests n s(v-
eral Boundary creek mineral claims for
$100,000, and the Midway Advance tells
of the sale as follows: *

The purchasers are Messrs. Mackenzie,
Mann & Holt, well known. eastern Can-
adian railway contractors and capitalists,
and J. E. Boss, a prominent mining man
of Spokane. The stated consideration
is $100,000, payable 25 per cent. ¢ash
down and  the balance in instalments
spread over.a.period of either. 12 or. 18
months from date.of the deal. The min-
ing interests embraced are the following:
Two-thirds interest in the Enterprise, in
Copper camp; one-fourth each in, the
Montezuma, FPhoenix; Rawhide and
Standard, and seven-eighths in the Stem-
winder, all in Greenwood camp; and
three-fourths each in the Emma, Mattie
Davis, Minnie Moor and Mountain
Rose, and a half in. the.Jumbo,: all.in,
Summit camp. Messrs. Farrell and Mid-
geon are also part owners .of the Golden
Rod and Puyallup, in Central camp, but
as other parties still have an option on
these claims they are for the présent left
out of consideration in the deal under
notice, It is estimated’ thatMessrs. Far-
rell and Midgeon have expended in:pur-
chase money, assessment and develop-
ment work and other necessary .outlay
about $60,000 on their .Boundary creek
Iuining ventures, so that ‘in selling at
$100,000 they will not be out of pocket,
although since they have been spending
their money over several years their re-
turn will not be large in comparison
vith those of many others engaged in
similar enterprises, but obtaining quicker
refurns, Tt i

For Ten Cents.

Have you ever tried to estimate the
satisfaction, pleasure and financial re-
turng that you get when you spend ten
cents for a package of Diamond Dyes?
The advantages and profits are striking-
ly wonderful. Faded and dingy looking
dresses, blouses, = capes, knitted shawls,
hose, lace curtains, and pieces of drap-
ery are all restored to- their original
value and usefulness. The fruth is they
are made as good as new and. the.ecost
only ten cents, § e S

The work ig done eyery day by thou-
sands with the Diamond Dyes., . Beware
of imitations that some dealers offer
for the sake-of big profits.. .z .. °

Send ito Wells ‘& Richardson Co;,
Montreal, P.Q., for valuable hook of, di-
rections and sample colpr card; sent post
free to any address, i

et s fuatd

:banks. All the miners in the big mines
were gifen a two days’ holiday at Christ-
mas time and then the banks got a few
of the checks. Sandon was lively then.
“I hear that the Goodenough vein: has
been determined to be 14 inches wide, as-
saying $500 to $800 to the ton, at .net
smelter terms, averaging over $200 to
the ton profit.”

The story of the repgrted sale of a half
interest in the Ruth to an English syn-
digate for “$600,000 is doubted among
mining ‘men in Spokane.  From what can
be learned the London & British' Colum-

of the stock, the balance being held by
Messrs. Alexander and Forster. It is
considered possible that some deal has
been made involving the sale of a half
interest in the whole of the stock but it
is -considered | extremely - doubtful that
either Mr.: Alexander or Mr. Forster
would let go their holdings at this time
as recent London advices indicate that
a dividend will -shortly be declared on
the Ruth. There has been no further
confirmation of the reported sale.

PRESIDENT DOLE'S VISIT.

Did Not Come To Work For Annexa-
tion, but Simply To Advise.

steamer. Peru “docked this morning Pres-
ident Dole, of Hawaii, was greeted by
the Hawaiian consul and a few friends,
but there were no representatives of the
United States government to formally
welcome him. Owing to the fact that

night no salute was fired.

It "was halfpast 11 before President
Dole and his party landed and arrived
at the. Occidental . hotel.  Mr. Dole
promptly received a delegation -of news-
paper men and spoke freely of his mis-
sion -here. - He said:

to work for annexation.
on a friendly visit to this country and
its president.

ernment ' that during the eousideration

ton and advise the Hawaiian leqnt-i‘bn on
certain matters.

readily ‘do so. I ‘think ine sentiment of
the people of the islands is more thgn
ever in favor cf aunexation.”

Iaukea, of his personal staff; Coloxel
Fisher, of the Iawaiian army, and Dr.
Day,- his physician.

Late -this afternoon General Shafter
and his . staff, in full uniform, made

at his hotel and were received by Major
Iaukea, Colonel Fisher and Dr. Day,

lace, prior to being admitied to the pres-
ence of the distinguished visitor, who
was most cordially welcomed by Gen.
Shafter. upon - the- part .of the United
States.

The proceedings were entirely formal,

ment. left.

President Dole and party attended the
Baldwin theatre this evening. «
cupied two proscenium boxes, which

Hawaiian flags. Whea the president
entered his box and was recognized by

plause frcm all parts of the house. He

pliment.

POLITICS IN BRAZIL.

5

Pinheirq, Senors Jos. Mariano and Ti-
all of whom are accused of complieity

raes and upset the existing gov-ern‘ment‘,
have been tried by'an extraordinary tri-

1 oided’ to degrade him. Tt is  rumored

draw.

onment of Pereira. . _ .. ulilis

“On the Slocan Star 7a strike was re- | ing to keep the whole of Manchuria for
cently made in the intermediary between | herself.

bia Gold Fields Company owns one-third !

_San Franeisco, Jan. 17.—When fhe,

the steamer came in after dark last

ment to give :uny information I will qdite

Hr. Dole is accompanied by Major p.

their official call upon President Dole

and after the usual exchange of courte-
sies the representatives of the govern-
They ‘0oC-= 4

were decorated with the American and

the audience he was greeted w.th ap-

Rio Janeiro, Brazil;Jan. 19.—Senator

motes Castro, members of - the c.hgmber
of deputies of Brazil, and two civilians,

: 'tliﬁf"the"pérson"whq"advanéed ‘bail ‘for.§ cured.
Vice-President Pereira, accused of léad-
hg *the ‘Pevolutionary plot,’ will with-{ are troubled as. ] was. . .
Thig. may ‘restlt in “th€ ‘Tmpris-

IN THE FAR BAST.

The Proposed" Chinese Loan—Gfeat
‘ Britain’s Naval Strength, -

Pekin, Jan. 19.—The Tsung-li-Yamen
(Chinese. foreign office) have had another

which is still unsettled. Besides tha
right to extend the Burmah railway
through the Nun Yan province (the most
scuthwestern province) Great Brifain
asks the right te build railways through
the province of Sze-Schuan, North Nun
Nin, and a third treaty port is demand-
ed, the identiiy of which is no dcubt
Usiang Yin, situated in the anti-foreign
province of Hu Nan, which Japan pro-
posed to open at the time of the Shi-
moneseki negotiations. The propsed
opening of the .port of Talien Wan (on
Lai Tung peninsvla, and north of Port
{ Arithur, a position which would coin-
mand the railway connecting Porth Ar-
thur with North Manchuria) continues
to be the chief difficulty, Russia desir-

Neither power is willing to
yield this point, and the question is no
longer a commercial one, but has become
political.

Yokohama, Jan. 19.—The British bat-
tleship Centurion, flagship of the British
squadron in Chinese waters, has arrived
at Nagasaki.

The organ of the government reproach-
es Russia, Germany and France for fol-
lowing a selfish policy in the far ecast,
| and adds: “Japan will avoid alliances,
but she is prepared to act vigorously or
‘form an alliance for peace.”

London, Jan. 19.—The British admir-
alty has just issued a list of the where-
abouts of the warships of Great Britain
in the far east. It shows that the first
class, twin-screw, armed cruiser Un-
daunted, of 5,600 tons, 8,500 horse
power, - and 12 guns, and ‘the twin-screw
sloop Algerine of 1,050 tons, 1,400 horse
{power, and six guns, are at Kiao Chou
bay. .

GERMANY AND CHINA.

iTerms of the Settlement of the Kiao
Chou Bay Difficuty.

|

Washington, Jan. 18.—A cable dis-
patch has been received at the Chinese
legation from the Tsung-li-Yamen, Pe-

THE PALACES OF SPAIN.

‘Tell me whnb;!.‘man dreams and I will tell
you what he loves.”’—Olive Schreiner.

4 His was a cosy cottage, set

Around about with mignonette,
With hollyhock and poppy bold,
And many a cheerful marigold;
But, ah! despite this fair domain,
He built a castle far in Spain.

After a day ef weary toil,

Of ceaseless clangor and turmoil,

My lord would sit, the world apart,

And dream his dreams, and, with an art
Too lofty for its reaching vain,

‘Would build him eastles far in Spain.

:Ihe little room would melt away,

The homelg wallg ‘give place to gay;

The firelight grew an open door, ;

‘Wherethro’ the splendor thick did pour.
me! it was a dazzling train

That thronged that castle %alr in Spain.

Each nlﬁht he built it up anew;
c¢h n

ght _he roamed its pathways

ough;

Each night its towers with splendor s.one,

Eaeh morn the fairy thing was gone.

But, passing strange, he strove amain
reared its magic walls again.

Old age crept on, encircling him,

But never. waxed that palace dim,

And they who deemed themselves the wise

Eternal youth saw in his eyes

‘Amazed; they knew their youth lay slain

Far from the palaces of Sgﬁiin.
—Edna MacNish.
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women came together in the cattle days.
It was one of the peculiar features of
the time that there never was asked the
question, ‘“Who are you?’ 'The new-
conrer introduced nimself, as did the
miners of the mountains, i his own
way, and was taken for what he was
worth. His real value.was usually de-
termined at short notice by the men of
the frontier, and when they had once
branded a stranger he might as well
“acquiesce, for-the word went along the
line as to his standing. When he did not
do so, he found that there was likely to
be a hint that he could not afford to neg-
lect, and he obeyed. 4

When James Sorten came to the Ci-
“marron ranch and infroduced himself as
the younger.son of a wealthy New Eng-
lander, disinherited because of his fond-

(i kin, to this effect: A settlemeént of the
| dificulty with Germany has been  ar-
ranged. - Kiao Chou is /t’q'j:-'be leased, a
belt surrounding the bay ‘extending 100

and all the German troops outside the
| prescribed limits to be  withdrawn.
Two culprits charged with the marder

of the missionaries dre to be punished i

with death and the rest with imprison-
| rdent. Permission will be granted for
the building of churches in the cities of
Tsining, Tsoachowfu and Chuyeh, and
dwelling ‘houses: for missiofiaries in sev-

eral places, for which purpose a sum of
£225.000 will be allowed. This amount
is to be taken also as a compensation
for the slaying of missionaries. "The
sanction of the throne to the above mode
of settlement has been secured.

Berlin, Jan. 18.—A telegram received
" ‘missionary named Homeyer, belonging
to the Namjung station, has been robbed
and wounded near a plage called Laug-
then, The dispatch adds that the Chi-
i nese governor, on th® intervention of

graphed orders to take the measures
necessary to deal with the matter.

FATALITY AT CACHE CREEK.

“Ashercft, B.C.. Jan. 18.—Robert Cro-
zier; who came from the coast about a
month ago to work at the Perry ranch,

team which hé left

anding in the road
started to go, and

rozier rTunning be-

“I do mot come to the United States | tyeen the wagon and a building to get
I am merely | o+ the lines was caught by the wheel,

which crushed his body against -the

1 remain in San Fram-| juilding, and inflicted internal®injuries
cisco three or four days, when I ’Wf‘“ from which he died the same afternoom.
start direct for Washington, and Will | He hag a brother at Perry ranch who
there call upon President McKinley. It'| hag lived here for some years. An in-
was thought best by the Hawailan g0¥- | gquest is being held on the body at Gache

Creek 'this ‘afternoon by ‘Coroner Clarke

of the annexation treaty by the Un-ited of Kamloops.
States senzte 1 should” be in ‘W aghiug-

called upon by the 'Ijionritfﬂf:i_)uSrtf:;egtgo'lve}rl;xIf Ow WOMEN

- AND-GIRLS.

&

Too Many are Brol;eii Dbﬁn
Weak and Wreched.

each of whome was resplendant with gold PaiﬂB'S UBlePy Uﬂmpﬂlmd iS thB

4 Grea Life-giver for Al Who
are Siek and Ailing.

It Has Rescued Thousands and
Made Their Lives Happy.

The Marvellous Compound Is
; Woman’s Best Friend.

bowed in acknowledgement of the com- : -

Jegsig M.‘ Rogs says: £
“I Was Completely Cured By Your
Wonderful Medicine.”

i 7 o kill. President Mo | Wells & Richardson Co.,

i EheinmEl P Dear Sirs:—It affords me much plea-
sure to testify to.the great good that
bunal and ‘set atiliberty. * General Gly-. Paine’s Celery Compound has done for
cerce, of tie Brazilian-army, who took | me, I was completely run down in)of the country around. They were stuck
| part’ in ‘the ‘revolutionary’ plot, ‘has ‘been, health and avictim of female weakness,
{‘convicted ‘#nd the government have de-

know of, and I recommen

_Yours very. truly, :
. JESSIE ‘M, ROSS, Quyon- P.0

li (about 30 miles) to be #he boundary, |

the German consul at Canton, tele- |

was killed at Cache Creek yesterday. A |-

ness for the sports of the plains, he was
believed. ~He Jooked it.” His #@dmirable

| form and . his c¢harming manners—as

.manners went in those days—won to him
the men-and. women of ‘the: Settlements
and made him the friend:of* the ranch
boys wherever he met them. . Some of
the boys will yet remetgbe'r him: and the
lively:part he played in‘the drama of the
Latter sixties.

Rivalries that are now turned toward
.the management of the corporations and
thle manipulating of the prices for stock
lisvere then in that seetion devofed to the
handling of herds, and the ranch that
{:had the largest and.most energetic. force
h'of cowboys was the  one that had the
l: petter fortune in that line. Sorten, who
isoon gained the title of “Yellowbaek,”
{ beenase of his customiary clothes of bright
“saffron, was the leader of the rustlers.
'"He could scent 4 maverick Tarther than
%py one along the trail, and woe to the
“herder that allowed a bunch to remain

here from Canton says that a German |“dut ‘on the prairie over night.. It was

',Iikely “to be missing for good.

f, Of course there were efforts to put a
.§top to the practice of running in the
ryvanderers for at least a reasonable time
"after the finding of the same. But whqg
could prevent it? 'Sorten went to the
trail every night to see if there were
! any wanderers that necded protection
.from the blizzards and often returned
with two or three that had strayed from
some passing herd. One night he did not
‘return. as soon as usual, and when he
ceame .in it was with a white face and
rigitation written upon his entire:body.:
“What's the matter, Jim?”’ asked the
chief herder. .

. “Seed a ghost?” asked another,

“No,#but I tell you boys,” were his
words, “I’ve seen the fastest rider that
ever was in this valley.” 3

“Tell us about it.”

“There sain’t nothin’ to tell. I was
over in the upper ravine lookin’ for any
‘wanderin’ | steers that might be needin’
¢are and” had found two when ‘along
come a stranger on horseback and order-
ed me to git. I den’t take 'any man’s
dass, and I told him'so. What did that
eritter ‘do but give“a’ whoop: and scare
them steers so that they went bellowin’
down ‘the ravine, I follered, of course,
.and. when I 'saw that there wasi't no’
chance’
to look at the other one. He sat'on his
hoss as quiet as you please, and when I
looked at him smiled, then with another-
whoop started after the steers himseif,
and what do you think—in a minute he
had ’em in his line and was drivin’ 'em
home, which 1 take it is over the other
side of the ‘trail.”

It appeared .afterward that he had

tried to overtake‘the stranger, but failed,
hence his perturbation. The boys all
laughed at him a good deal, and he fairly
haunted the trail to catch another
glimpse . of the mysterious visitor, but
it was a week ‘before he-was satisfied.
: Al-gay off was given the cowboys by
reason of the failure of a herd to get in
from the farther range, and we all went
up to the town for a time. Jim was
looking for something all the time, and
when as we came within a mile of the
gettlement, he caught sight of a sorrel
horse ahead of us he gave a little cry of
joy and sank the spurs into the flanks
of his pony viciously. We followed and
were by his side when the sorrel was
overtaken. .Then we noticed something
that we had not been aware of before—
the rider of the sorrel was a woman.

Jim’s face was a study. He was so
sure of his game, and when it came as

little-and began a conversation. It was
tt);g daughter of a'chief herder across the
river, and she was about as pretty '=a
picture as often came to the eyes of the
herders in the territory. She laughed
and joked with Jim, and he deserted us
{0 be by her side. We rode and left
them together.

That was the beginning, and for about
a month Jim and his girl were the talk

on each other if any two ever were and
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andssthe opinion of the ranch was that
Jim. was a little leary that night.

One day the order came to go to the
southwest after a herd and drive north.
It meant two months of hard riding, and
how Jim did hate it!

" He Tode over to see the girl for good-
by, and they had an affecting parting, I
guwess. ~ She ‘loved him and wanted to
marry him before he went, but Jim
wouldn’t have it so, though he promised
‘that it should be done as soongas he re-
turned.. . ¢

That was the year of the cattle suffer-
ing on the plains because of the rain and
sleet. The herds were unable to get
from the ice the wet grass beneath and
starved and. froze to death on: the north-
ern plains. In the territory there was
no suffering of this sort, but the cold
rain made it hard for the cowboys, and

ever seen to keep warm while on the
rangé. They rode up and down the lines-
"wraPpéd in big blankets and’ with all the
scaffs they could gather around their
necks.

One night as the storm was worst
there came along the trail a little herd,
not more than 200 half-starved cattle,
that had evidently been herded through
the summer on their way north and had
not been pushed fast enough. In the
camp wagon that was with them was a
woman. She came to the ranchhouse to
get some food, and we kept her there all
night, the cook’s wife sharing a bed with

1 her.. The -girl—for shé& wag not more

than a child—asked if we knew a James
Morris, ~Of course we did not, but when
the next morning she took from her neck
a locket and opened it showed us the
face of “Yellowback’” we all looked
blank enough, I tell you. :

She went back to the wagon, but they
did: not get any farther. The man got
sick somehow, and the woman* went to
the other ranch, where she met Jeanne
Arsey, the girl that had the love of Jim
—or thought she had.

‘Well, the expected happened. She told
her troubles to Jeanne and the girl knew
that she had been making love t0 a mar-.
ried man. Magd? .There is no word to
-express it. . She fairly raged.and rode
the plains for days almost: beside herself.
She vowed that-she would kill him and
-then was willing t& forgives for the wife’s
sake,  But Jim did-not come then.

than her father. At-last she died and
Jeanne was free. But those who knew
were glad they had not the task thac
was before Jim when he came home.
Qur boss told us one day that the herd
would be in in -a week,. The ranch was

boys lookéd forward to-the event with in-

which they could go over to the settle-
‘menf. . , _ :

At last the herd was within a day’s
dvive, ‘and’ the ~whole settlement was
waiting for it. The boys all knew the
situation between Jim and Jeanne and
wanted to see what would happen.

Jim was tired when he came into
camp and did not want to talk. He ate
his dinner in quniet and then said: “Let’s
go over to the -town.”

Of course we were ready, and a half
dozen of ns went with him. On the way
he asked if we had seen Jeanne. We
told him nothing about the visitor of the
past few weeks, and only when we got
to the town did we see him lookcheer-
ful. '

Jim druznk harder than I had ever seen
him de that afternoon, and about ¢
o'cloek ‘was in a lively mood, ready for
any. sortof an escapade.

As we rode down the little street we
saw coming in from the ranches a wo-
man on horseback. All the herders fell
back. They did not want to see what
happened at too short a range.

Jim recognized his old flame and hur-
ried his horse forward to meet her. But
she did not hurry. Instead she was in
‘the, most exasperating state of delibera-
tion. 4 X
“How are you?? ¢alled Jim, so that we
could all hear,” *

There was no atswer.

“What's the miafter?’ he demanded.
“Don’t you vggnft £6' marry me?’

' Yror anll aneWer Shé 'Zave her horse a
blow with the riding whip and came up

they had the toughest time they hndl

to his side. In her hand was a rawhide.
She lited it higher, and before he could
see what she was going to do it came
down across his face again and again.
‘He fairly howled with pain, but she rode
back to her side of the street and kept
up the highway.

“I’Il kill her!’ shouted Jim, and away
went his horse to the saloon where he
had left his revolver.

As he stood before the bar trying to
get the barkeeper .to give it up she rode
in front of the house.

“Jim Morris,”’ she called, ‘“come out
here!”

How white Jim turned! But he went.

“You cowardly sneak!” she hegan, “IL
thought I leved you once, but now I
know you. Do you remember those
“nights that I used to scare you away
from the mavericks?”’

Jim looked at her in astonishment.
Had he been -outwitted by a woman?
b “And-Jast-month I held in. my arms a

woman who had this picture. Do you
know it?” ;

She held;out the minature that was in
the possession of the woman with the
herd. Jim shuddered.

The wife staid and grew sick faster !’

prepared for. the coming, and the cow- |

terest, for they would get a day off in

“Where—where did you get it?” he
| asked.

! - “From your dead wife’s hands. She

| believed in you, and I did not tell her
i better. -She died ‘blessing you, .and do
| you know where you ought to be?”

The woman’s eyes fairly blazed as she
sat there on her horse and faced the lit-
tle company of herders aud saloonists.

Jim never said a word. ‘He quailed
before the angry woman, but he was too
angry himself to give up.

“Youn said a little while ago that you
wculd kill me,” she began once more.
“Get on that hosse and let’s see about
| b

A pony was standing near—Jim’s. On
its back the men placed him, wondering
what would be the next move, but all
hoping that the vengeance would fit the
crime. >

“I’ll ‘count three,” said Jeanne; “then
look out.”

5 “ODF"

Jim was§ unarmed—what else could he
| do? Hei jabbed the spurs into the pony
| and was off like a shot.  Up the long

street he went.and had 300 feet the start
. when came “Three!”

Then we knew why the sorrel had
rounded up the mavericks. It ran like
the wind. At the sound o the mistress’
| voice it was off, and the distance be-

tween the two lessened. Out on the
. prairie they sped. Then came the end.

When within a short distance of the
fleeing man, the woman drew a coiled
| lariat from her saddle and whirled it
around her head.

Onice, twice it circled and then—away
in beantiful curves until it settled over
the head of the coward and deceiver,
Jim. : . ;

Her sorrel planted its feet in the sod;
there was a jerk, a fall, and then away
over the plain toward the ravine, where
was the little cemetery, she went, a dark
object dragging at the end of the rope.
They disappeared behind the hills, and
she did not-come back. .
| Indced she never came to the settle-
ment again,;for she moved from the, trail
counfry a few weeks after. . Bnt, the
boys wished she would come, for they
whanted to give her a vote of thanks.
~ Hpwsoever, they went oit that even-
ing and buried Jim—by the side of the
little woman who was his wife.—Juam
Moro in St. Louis Globe-Democrat.
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