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10CI1 HESSES twenty minutes. Neither Capt. Chris- heard the captain of the Salvor say
t^î1S^u 510r w,tne88 could see any life, that there were no persons on the rig-
f. , th3i ,was discernible being some- glng, and the captain of the Queen
thing flying from the rigging. Capt. then sald that he would go round to
herthoeuzM o'1”! “nd6 hTslffi what of^e^te/"** could be

could be made out might be people 
wrapped in blankets. The 
getting heavy about that time and 
when the tug went out there was three 
feet of water in the hold, doing to the 
Salvor they had reported and, upon 
instructions, proceeded to the steanier 
Queen.

Witness said that he couldn’t make 
much out of what those aboard the 
steamer Queen said as two or three 
persons tried to talk at once. Capt.
Christensen had said that they 
ported that there was life aboard and 
that they had heard a gun fired. But 
the captain hadn’t taken much “stock"
In what the Queen’s people said, be
lieving that they couldn’t have made t. t „ ,mi* „ ,, , ,« nana to meet survivors. He was pack-out more than the Czar - because the .ti«£r hnd mg provisions for these men, six of
tain also thou°h?UtChose onr-the Queer; Witness described the
were excited and “talked for the sake Asrim^ri°îf crosslnf
of having something to say.” The only ! ^e" heJ,cro!f
explanation he could- give of the ^ ^ be î JX,.1 ^ dea^ bod‘®®’.the 
Queen's having made out life was that !*u11 of °"e ^hlch was badly broken, 
the weather was clearer when she fHe puBbad ahead’ bu‘, could 8ee n° 
went in than at the time the Czar ‘race °f the wreck. Along the beach 
investigated h notlced kegs of liquor, tins of oil.

The tug then proceeded to Bam- and a =ouple °f tlns of canned fruit- 
field, according to instructions. The °n tbe t,raU illness met Capt. Ferris, 
boats on the tug would have been en- Bdnk,ei; a"d a couPle of linemen,
tirely useless at the time. When he left Bamfleld he was in hopes

Proceeding, witness recounted the °f finding some survivors of the wreck, 
trip to Bamfleld and the dispatch of f"1 when he saw the condition of 
the boat to Sechart by Capt. Troup, to things he came to the conclusion that 
secure the assistance of the whaling very *ew cou'd survive, 
boat Orion. Capt.. Gaudin asked if there were a

passable trail could assistance have 
been rendered.

Witness replied in the affirmative. If 
there were a good trail they could get 
opposite the wreck with a line, which 
was the only practical way of reach
ing those on the wreck. No assistance 
could have been rendered from the sea 
side, so high were the waves.

To Mr. Lugrln witness said that if
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land a party * of rescuers, which was 
done.

Next morning at daylight a rescue 
party was formed for the relief of those 
on the beach. The trail was In very 
bad shape, but they followed the tele
graph line. At places they had even 
to. leave this trail and struggle across 
the streams on logs or anything they 
could find. The party had some very 
hard work and were badly exhausted.

“How near did you get to the 
wreck?” asked Capt Gaudin.

Witness estimated that the Salvor 
got within two or three miles of the 
wreck. By means of glasses he could 
see the mark of. the wrecked vessel 
clearly, but there was no sign of life 
on board. Capt. Christensen also sup
port 3d this statement, saying that 
what he saw was some canvas floating. 
Capt. Troup said that if there was any 
doubt whatever It should be lnveslgat- 
ed, and arranged for the Orion. The 
general opinion was that there was no 
living soul aboard the vessel.

“Was It posible to render any assis
tance from sea?” was asked.

Witness replied in the negative, and 
described the high seas that were run
ning at the time. It would be simply 
manslaughter to have sent in a boat’s 
crey.

To A. E. McPhlllips witness said that 
no ordinary life boats or raft could get 
in to the rescue of the Valencia, even 
if there had been lives on board the 
wreck. * The only thing that he could 
suggest was that one of the steamers 
might have stood by to pick up any 
possible survivors.

Capt. Gaudin asked how the men on 
shore acted—the linemen, etc.

Witness said that without exception 
they worked gallantly; everyone of 
them did great work, but particularly 
he mentioned Mrs. Patterson, Cape 
Beale. Although in a critical condition 
this lady stopped up day and night 
during the trouble. Witness described 
the trail as in a wretched condition, 
practically undefined, and the work of 
getting over it so hard that every mem
ber of the party was overcome. The 
linemen and others did noble service 
throughout and shared their last bit 
with the survivors. No men could work 
harder than they did.

C. H. Lugrin suggested that the con
duct of Mrs. Patterson was worthy of 
the strongest commendation, and said 
that he Intended to mention the mat
ter in his report to the department at 
Ottawa.

Capt. Gaudin—And the commission
ers will be too happy to back you up.

The enquiry adjourned to Friday at 
10 o’clock.

decided to leave the matter to the 
superintendent to arrange. c.

Supt. Eaton next drew attention to 
the disreputable appearance of Rock 
Bay school. Referred to the building 
and grounds committee, Trustee Mow- 
at stating, that he would be glad to 
hear the superintendent recommend 
that the school be closed.

Chairman Huggett then Introduced 
J. J. Dougan. The latter read part of 
the programme that had been pre
pared for the convention of the school 
trustees’ association.

Chairman Huggett asked for sugges
tions, but the only one was that of 
Trustee Dr. Hall, who recommended 
that all children of a certain deformed 
plass be removed from the schools.

Chairman Huggett then reported 
that on Tuesday evening a social gath
ering will be held which will be at
tended by members of the House, the 
Mayor, aldermen and clergy of the 
city.. The meeting will be held,by B. 
C. School Trustees Association In as
sembly room of the High school. Ad
dresses will be given by the Lieut.r- 
Governor, Hon. J. F. Fulton and Mayor 
Morley. A musical programme will 
follow, and the meeting will close in a 
sociable" manner. For the reception 
and entertainment of the visitors he 
suggested the appointment of the fol
lowing committees :
Trustees Mowat, Cameron and Mr. 
Dougan; reception — Trustees Lewis, 
Mowat and Hall; concert—Trustee Jay 
with the co-operation of the faculty of 
the High school; refreshments—Trus
tees Mrs. Jenkins and the principals of 
the public schools; printing and press 
—Trustees Miss Cameron, Mowat and 
Huggett.

The chairman’s suggestions were ap
proved.

Trustee Miss Cameron moved, sec
onded by Dr. Hall, that a deputation 
be appointed to wait upon the govern
ment and express its strong disap
proval of the McGill University bill 
now before the House.

The motion carried unanimously, 
and It was arranged that the mover, 
seconder and chairman should consti
tute the committee.

Trustee Miss Cameron wanted to 
know from the superintendent what 
governs the action of transference of 
.pupils from one school to another. She 
wanted to know why some applications 
had been granted and others refused. 
She believed that the question of 
boundary lines should be adhered to 
or else the door of every school be 
thrown wide open.

Secretary Eaton said he could deal 
better with'individual cases.

Trustee Lewis thought It in the best 
interests of all schools that the prin
cipal losing the pupil should always 
be consulted before a transfer.

Trustee Miss Cameron moved that 
the superintendent see that properly 
conducted Are drills be held every 
month. Someone should be responsible 
for this.

Trustee Miss Jenkins said it was 
news to her that the drills were not 
carried out.

Secretary Eaton said in so far as he 
’•.view they were.

Trustee Miss Cameron said that she 
had visited the Central school and had 
found the fire equipment in an un
workable condition.

Secretary Eaton said that lie will 
again write to the principals inform
ing them that the board insisted on 
regular drills being held.

This finished the business and the 
meeting adiourr.ed.

DIDDER DIUI : 
SERVICE ID SDDID01 TIE SID In reply to Capt. Gaudln witness 

said that he had seen service in the 
British navy, and 
swimming instructor. He had had some 
little experience in the life saving 
vice at Goodwin Sânds and Deel, Eng
land.

Witness continuing, said that he did 
not think it possible, with the life
boats used on steamers on this coast, 
to render any service at the wreck of 
the Valencia. The only possible way, 
in his opinion, was to connect with the 
wreck from shore by means of a line. 
He was one of. those who went on shore 
Intending to cast a line to the wreck, 
and strtick the trail with a lantern in

sea was
was for a time

the trip of the APPOINT COMMITTEEser- MAY BE GIVEN BYCZAR ;and SALVOR
TO MAKE A PROTEST THE INDIANAPOLIS

;

Evidence Given by Captains Harris and 
Campbeil «ni H. F. Butien at 

Valencia Inquiry.

Properly Conduced Fire Drills Must be 
Held In Schools—Preparing 

For Convention.

Tbe Princess Royal Mentioned For Tri
angular Rm—Tbe Lyackson’s 

Engines Broke Down.

re-
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(From Wednesday’s Daily.)
When the Valencia inquiry resumed 

proceedings yesterday afternoon Capt. 
Charles Harris, of the steamer Salvor, 
took the stand and gave practically the 

account of that vessel’s cruise 
as had previously been recounted by 
Capt. Troup.

Answering Capt. Gaudln, witness 
said it would have been impossible for 
his ship’s boats to have communicated 
with the wreck on Wednesday morn
ing. He didn’t think that a vessel 
could have used her anchors effective
ly in such a sea. If any aid had been 
given the ship under such conditions 
it would have had to come from the 
land side. He wouldn’t like to say 
whether a properly equipped lifeboat, 
such as used upon the Great Lakes, 
could have successfully reached the. 
Valencia on the day of the Salvor’s 
arrival. Providing a person had got 
into a correct position a raft might 
have been drifted to the stranded ship. 
Taking the westward trend of the cur
rent into consideration, however, the 
• nances were against the success of 
such a scheme.

Apart from a discussion on and the 
completing of the arrangements for 
reception and entertainment of those 
who will assemble at the annual meet
ing of the British Columbia School 
Trustees Association and the appoint
ment of a committee to wait upon the 
government to enter a strong protest 
against the present university bill, 
there was little 
brought up at the regular meeting of 
the lccal board of school trustees held 
last evening.

J. J. Dougan, of Vancouver, wrote 
stating that he had written to all the 
boards of the province asking for sug
gestions for the convention according 
to which 
framed.

Chairman Huggett reported that he 
had seen Mr. Dougan, and the latter 
had estimated that there would be 40 
here for the meeting or twice the num
ber in attendance as last -year. The 
programme will be ready to-day. The 
communication read with others on the 
same subject were received and adopt-

From present Indications there Is 
every prospect that Victoria will have 
a first class steamer service tp Vancou
ver and Seattle this.year. A special 
dispatch from Seattle to the Times on 
Wednesday says- the steamer Princess 
Royal, the new vessel building at Es
quimau tSr the C. P. R. Company, will 
be placed on the run between Seattle, 
Victoria and Vancouver during the 
coming summer to alternate with the 
Princess Victoria. This dispatch adds 
that the new pians were received there 
yesterday.

With respect to the reported service 
to be given by the Indianapolis, a' sec
ond dispatch to the Times says

“The Puget Sound Navigation Com
pany, which will operate the new 
steamship Indianapolis, has not definl 
itely decided on what run the vessel 
will be placed. The company is consid
ering plan? for placing the Indianap
olis on the Seattle-Victoria or the Se
attle-Port Townsend-Port Angeles run. 
If the vessel Is placed on the Victoria 
route it will have a daylight run, leav
ing Seattle in the morning and return
ing in the evening.

“The Indianapolis Is an excursion 
steamer and has no staterooms. She 
is very fast and would be able to make 
the daylight trip very easily. She car. 
accommodate 1,260 passengers. The 
Indianapolis will be repainted through
out and new furnishings installed. It 
will be about three weeks before the 
vessel will be put in commission. A 
crew has not yet been selected."

same

out of the routine
Programme —

a programme might be
To Mr. Lugrln witness said it would 

have been Impossible to render any 
assistance on Wednesday morning 
with any of the appliances available. 
He confirmed what had been said by 
previous witnesses with reference to 
currents. He advised the Installation 
of strong, heavy fog horns at Car- 
manah and Cape Beale. A horn would 
also be of advantage at Sherringham 
Point.

To Mr. McPhlllips witness said that 
the Czar drew thirteen feet six inches. 
He couldn’t explain why Shelter Bight 
had been so named. It was not a pro
tected spot.

H. F. Bullen, secretary of the B. C. 
Salvage Company, when called stated 
that the Dominion government grant
ed his firm a bonus for the mainten
ance of a vessel with a suitable sal
vage plant for use In case of emerg
ency. This did not Include life-saving 
appliances. The Salvor was equipped 
with three pressed steel boats and one 
wooden boat. This was not Included 
il: the contract. The bonus, witness 
explained, was not granted for life
saving purposes but for salving 
wrecks. It was always understood, 
however, that life should be the first 
consideration, and when Capt. Harris 
1 ad been appointed as master of the 
Salvor he

ed.
there were any possibility of reaching 
the wreck from the Salvor the attempt 
would have been spade, but no small 
boat could live in such a sea. He 
described the beach as far as he follow
ed It, and said that the coast was so 
rugged that progress was slow and 
dangerous. There were only little 
patches of beach, and in his opinion no 
life boat could approach the shore—she 
would be dashed to pieces against the 
rocks.

J. W. Lorimer was the next witness. 
He explained that he visited the wreck 
as a reporter for the Colonist. When 
they reached the scene of the wreck 
it was said that there were some peo
ple in ' the rigging, and this was re
ported - to the captain of the Queen, 
but the seas were running so high that 
no boat could approach. When witness 
got to Bamfleld a rescue party was 
formed to work along the shore.

To Capt. Gaudln witness said he 
understood that the Queen was to 
stand by the wreck and render all pos
sible assistance.

At this juncture Mr. Dougan ar
rived.

C. H. Topp, city engineer, notified 
the board that the Rock Bay school 
must be connected with the sewer 
within one month. Referred to the 
building and grounds committee.

The secretary then read three com
munications from thé city clerk notify
ing the board of the manner In which 
correspondence received from the trus
tees had been dealt by the council. 
These were received and filed.

Trustee Jay in referring to what he 
called the "hardy annual” wanted to 
know what further details of the esti
mates could be furnished than those 
already given the council.

The estimates were based on those 
for the month of January, and this, as 
far as the trustees knew would ap
proximate the expenditure of other 
months during the year. He moved 
that the council’s request for a confer
ence to be held for the discussion of 
the estimates be accepted, and that the 
board meet with the council to-day.

The motion was approved.
The secretary of the Vancouver board 

of school trustees wrote asking lor a 
copy of the estimates of the local trus
tees in exchange for that of the Ter
minal City board’s. The request was 
granted. Chairman Huggett remarking 
that the two compared favorably.

The finance committee reported ac
counts totalling $914.62. This included 
the expenses of the recent election.

The buildings and grounds commit
tee reported recommending that the 
Central school grounds be graded at a 
cost not exceeding $235.

There was a great deal of stagnant 
water on the grounds, said. Trustee 
Lewis, and the work was very neces
sary.

Trustee Jay suggested the fixing up 
of the High school grounds as well.

Trustee Lewis said that the commit
tee had only $300 at their disposal, and 
they thought it well to leave the High 
school grounds until next year.

The report was adopted.
Superintendent Eaton reported that 

the boys at the High school had re
quested that he bring to the attention 
of the board the needs of the armory. 
The boys ask that part of the basement 
be partially closed in.

The request was left In the hands of 
the buildings and grounds committee 
for report.

Superintendent Eaton then drew at
tention to the common practice of ap
pointing janitors as special constables. 
He suggested this for the High school 
so that trespassing might be prevented.

Trustee Miss Cameron thought if 
this was done in one case it should be 
done in all. She foresaw possible con
flict of authority as for Instance be
tween teacher and janitor over the 
action of boys on a school ground.

Trustee Mrs. Jenkins thought there 
would be no conflict of authority if the 
janitors control did not begin until 
after the school hours.

Trustee Miss Cameron—Why not ap
point teachers special constables?

Superintendent Eaton said that the 
clothing of the janitors with authority 
of special constables had been done in 
Vancouver. He thought in the case of 
the High school an experiment might 
be tried.

Trustee Mowat did not think it a 
wise course, and he moved that it be 
laid over.

Trustee Dr. Ernest Hall moved an 
amendment that the suggestion be 
adopted.

Trustee Miss Cameron did not see 
why one school property should re
ceive more protection than another. At 
South Park no trouble necessitating 
such action had ever occurred. She 
had visions of a special constable car
rying off some of the boys to the city 
lockup.
U adopted would be a reflection. It 
would suggest that there was a hood
lum element at the school, which could 
not now be kept under control.

It was finally agreed to lay the mat
ter over.
' Supt. Eaton, as president of the 
Teachers’ Institute, reported that the 
annual meeting of the Institute will be 
held in Victoria. The meeting had been 
deferred from Easter and he asked 
th.it an assurance that the local teach
ers be allowed in attending the con
vention.

This assurance was granted.
Trustee Mowat moved that the coun

cil be asked to Improve the path 
around the South Park school and that 
a sidewalk be built in front of the 
Kingston street school. This was car
ried.

A discussion followed about the 
council giving up the council chamber 
tc the use of the Victoria Musical So
ciety, depriving the trustees of their 
regular meeting place. It was finally

Continuing, Capt. Harris said he had 
seventeen years’ expérience upon the 
• uast, fourteen of which were spent in 
•he capacity of master. For nine years 
he jvas engaged in sealing, 9o that he 
knew something of the handling of 
small boats. In his opinion it would 
no more possible to render aid on the 
•vest coast at low tide than at high

He could hardly explain thewater,.
reason for this fact, but it, neverthe-
;• ss, was true that the sea never ap- 
i eared to be so heavy at low tide as 
at other stages.

ADRIFT IN STRAITS.
The little steamer Lyackson, belong

ing to Valdez Island, where she Is used 
in the log towing business, became dis
abled off Trial Island when en route 
to Victoria about 2 o’clock Wednes
day. The vessel Is operated by In
dians. She was in command of Capt. 
John Basile. At the point mentioned 
a line which was attached to a skiff 
and canoe astern got entangled in the 
propellor. The small, craft had been 
cut loose from the steamer in conse
quence. When the engines were re
versed the line caught in the propellor 
was freed, but the engines refused to 
go ahead again and the crew found 
themselves in a very awkward posi
tion and In dangerous proximity to 
Trial Island. A flag was at once hoist
ed upside down as a signal of distress, 
but until late this morning did not at
tract attention. By this time she had 
drifted over tp Discovery Island, from 
where a message was sent to Capt. 
Gaudin, agent of marine and fisheries. 
This message stated that a small 
steamer was flying signals of distress 
and was drifting about between Dis
covery Island and Dungeness. Capt. 
Gaudin, in response, at once instituted 
a search for a small steamer to send 
to the rescue and found the govern
ment steamer Princess with steam up. 
That vessel was dispatched immediate
ly and found the Lyackson within 
about a mile of Brotchie ledge. The 
disabled craft was brought into port 
and repairs will be made on her en
gines by the Victoria Machinery Depot.

Questioned by Capt. Newcomb, wit
ness said he didn’t believe that any
thing could have reached the Valencia 
wreck on Wednesday. A ship, pro
perly equipped with life-saving appli
ances, might have made the attempt, 
l ut whether the effort would have 
been successful was another matter.

To C. H. Lugrin witness reiterated 
the statement that nobody aboard the 
i-aivor thought (here was life on the 
wreck. He didn't think anything could 
have been done even if all had been 
aware that there were still people on 
the wreck. The Egeria’s crawl tried to 
n ake a landing off Darling river.

Speaking of currents, witness said 
that between Columbia river and Cape 
Flattery there was a strong set in a 
northerly direction during the winter 
months. Of the light on Carman ah 
v itness said that it could not be seen 
well to the westward. The horn at 
that point could not be easily distin
guished from the same direction. In 
his experience the Cape Flattery light 
was much better than that at Car- 
n anah. The light at Cape Beale was

ACTION DEFERRED

By Lifeboat Association Until Policy 
of Dominion Government Is 

Definitely . Outlined.

On Tuesday a meeting of the ex
committee of the Victoria Lifeboat 
and Life-Saving Association was held 
In the city hall. Mayor Morley occu
pied the etiair and among those present 
•w >re Capt. Walbran, Capt. Buckholtz, 
Capt. Curtis, R.N, . Aid, Douglas, J. 
Pierson, H. C. Marsh, Paul Beygrau, 
and Rev. E. G. Miller.

After the usual formalities it was 
proposed that the ysub-committee on 
collecting had made lengthy appeals 
lor volunteers (ladles or gentlemen) to 
assist in securing subscriptions for the 
fund necessary for the purchase of a 
lifeboat. The response, it was stated, 
was not encouraging. Thanks were ex
tended the press for their gratuitous 
aid.

Gave Him Explicit Instructions
to that effect. He believed that there 
were three vessels bonus ed by the Do
minion government for a similar pur
pose upon the Atlantic coast.

Questioned by Capt. Gaudin, witness 
told of the Czar’s report on Wednes
day morning, of the conference which 
followed and of the determination to 
go to Bamfleld creek and endeavor to 
send assistance- around by £rail. lie 
also related a conversation with Capt. 
Troup, before a start was made,, in 
which the latter said he felt he should

apy of his

Capt. Christensen 
said there was something in the rig
ging, but he could not say whether 
it was people or canvass.

To Mr. McPhlllips witness said he 
could not judge the distance between 
the Salvor and the wreck.

To Mr. Lawson witness reiterated a 
éonversation between Capt. Troup and 
Capt. Christensen as to what was seen 
in the wreck—bodies or otherwise. He
understood the latter to say that there 
was no life'In the rigging.

The court then adjourned for lunch.go to the coast as, were 
vessels in trouble, he should expect 
the tame courtesy on the part of P. 
C. S. S. Co. officials.

To Mr. McPhlllips, witness said that 
the Salvor was supposed to'render as
sistance wherever available.. He didn't 
know whether (here was any defined 
wrecking district on this coast.

Counsel wanted to know whether 
there were any specifications and com
petition in securing the contract from 
the government.

The Salvor, witness said, did and 
still does fulfil the requirements of the 
marine and - fisheries department. In 
the specifications it was distinctly 
stated that what was required was a

CANADIAN NEWS.When the commission inquiring into 
the Valencia wreck reassembled after 
lunch yesterday afternoon J. W. Lor
imer was put on the witness stand to 
clear up a point in his evidence. He 
explained that he understood Capt. 
Christensen to say that there was 
something in the rigging, but he could 
not say whether it was life or other
wise.

P. Goodenrath put in a picture of the 
scene of the yreck taken by him on 
the morning of Thursday after the 
wreck. He was asked If the men-of- 
war men made any effort to land or 
reach the wreck, and replied in the 
affirmative. Their boat went within 
thirty or fifty yards of the wreck, and 
returned with the report that there 
was no life apparent on the wreck, 
the crew made another attempt to 
land at a point where some people were 
seen on shore, The bluejackets re
ported that the people on shore made 
no sign of distress. Their boat might 
possibly have gone in, but it could 
never get out again. The Topeka of
fered to supply a barrel of provisions 
if the Egeria men would take it on 
shore, and when the Topeka boat 
rowed up to the Lome it was sug
gested that they should put the barrel 
in the surf as far in as possible, and 
let It drift ashore. The Egeria men 
were quite anxious to assist in the 
work, but the Topeka crew did it.

Hinkson Siddall deposed that he was 
on board the Czar on the day of the 
wreck, and the weather was very 
rough. He had hoped that the Czar 
could be of some assistance, but the 
weather was too bad, and they could 
do nothing in the way of rescue work. 
He believed they approached within 
half or three-quarters of a mile from 
the wreck. The captain of the Czar 
communicated with both the Queen 
and Salvor twice. He understood that 
Capt. Christensen had said that there 
were some signals from the wreck, but 
he could not say what they were. At 
Bamfleld Capt. Christensen told Capt. 
Troup that he did not believe there 
was any life on the wreck. From a 
conversation he heard between Capt. 
Troup and Capt. Campbell, the latter 
appeared to be positive that there was 
life on the wreck. Capt. Troup said 
he would write a letter to the Sechart 
people to have Orion sent out. This 
letter was given to the Orion by the 
captain of the Czar, after which the 
latter continued on her course. The 
idea was that the Queen was to stand 
by the wreck. The captain of the Queen 
seemed to want the Czar to do things 
which he would not do himself.

Capt. Ferris was next examined and 
said that-on the 23rd of last month he 
was chief officer of the Salvor. On 
that date he proceeded to the wreck, 
encountering the Queen. They went to 
Carmanah, and were there signalled 
from the Czar as to the location of the 
wreck. The weather was very heavy 
at the time, and when they saw that 
they were too late to be of service they 
went on to Bamfleld. Capt. Christen
sen said he saw something floating 
from the wreck, but he could not say 
that there was any life on board. Capt. 
Campbell, however, thought It possible 
that there might be some persons on 
the wreck, and the Orion was asked to

It was announced by the secretary 
that a list of the wrecks which have 
occurred on the West Coast during the 
past ten years had been prepared and 
forwarded to Ottawa. He mentioned, 
incidentally, that within the past tw > 
years about 300 lives had been lost 
within a radius of 80 miles of Victoria

( wing to' the report of the prompt 
action being taken by the government 
v. ; ill reference to lifeboats and llfi- 
saving equipment, an account of which 
was published In Monday’s Times, it 
was decided to defer further action fo« 
a fortnight in order that it might be 
definitely ascertained just what policy 
it is the intention of the department 
of marine and fisheries to adopt.

Rev. Mr. Miller volunteered for ac
tive service In the collection of sub
scriptions should a fund still be con
sidered necessary. His assistance was 
gratefully accepted.

An extract from Lloyd's Weekly 
News, London, referring to the West 
Coast of Vancouver Island, was read 
by Capt. Curtis. It follows: “Fçw 
places in the world have such a dead
ly record of shipwreck as the West 
Coast of Vancouver Island, which dur
ing the last 40 years has occasions ( 
the destruction of 56 vessels and a loss 
of 711 lives. Within the last month 
this coast has wrecked the Valencia, 
the Pass of Melfort with 26 lives, the 
King David, 7 lives.”

A statement was made to the effect 
that Capt. Balcom wished it made 
known to the committee that if tele
phonic connection were made with the 
whaling station he would at any time 
voluntarily send out the Orion to ren
der assistance in any emergency on the 
West Coast. It was resolved that the 
captain be asked to put in writing 
what he would be prepared to do, in 
order that the committee may be bet
ter able to'deal with it.

Other matters of minor importance 
came up for consideration, after which 
the meeting adjourned.

Two Girls Killed While Crossing Rail
way Tracks—Another Fire at 

Montreal.

„ Much More Satisfactory.
Ai! improvement might be effected by 
1 lacing a good horn at that point.

Asked whether, in his opinion as a 
: : vigator, there should be a stronger 
light at Carmanah, witness answered 
ii. the affirmative, 
lit contended, be a light or horn placed 
at Sherringham Point.

With regard to a life-saving station, 
Capt. Harris suggested that the best 
location would be either Clo-oose or 
Carmanah. These two places had ad- 
' antages over any other point on the 
coast.

Glencoe, Feb. 13.—Bertha and Lilian 
McIntosh, aged ten and twelve years 
respectively, were struck and instantly 
killed by a train while crossing the 
Grand Trunk tracks on the way to 
school yesterday afternoon.

Fifty Thousand Damages.
Montreal, Feb. 13.—Fire to-day de

stroyed the building at the northeast 
corner of St. Antoine and Windsor 
streets. The building was owned by 
the C. P. R., and was occupied by Den
nis Hayes’ restaurant, F. Clarke, bar
ber; O. Desjardlnes, fruit store, and J. 
L. Able, cigar store. The loss is esti
mated at $50.000.

Montreal Cotton Company.
Montreal, Feb. 13.—There was a par

tial re-organization of the board of di
rectors of the Montreal Cotton Com
pany at its annual meeting to-day. The 
new board as it now stands numbers 
nine instead of seven. The influx of 
new members is taken to mean that 
the fight which has been going on for 
months past between the Montreal 
Cotton and Dominion Textile Company 
*? at an end and that hereafter the two 
corporations will work in harmony.

Manitoba Bonspeil.

There should also

A FALSE ALARM.
At noon Wednesday considerable ex

citement was created in shipping cir
cles over a widespread report that a 
vessel was on the rocks near Beacon 
Hill. Telephone messages were sent 
here and there to get some information 
about the stranded craft and the 
Driard and other high buildings were 
used in the hope of obtaining a view 
of the unlucky craft, but with no suc
cess. The vessel was nowhere in sight. 
Even those who hurried to Oak E*y 
could not satisfy their curiosity. The 
B. C. Salvage Company, hearing of the 
news of the reported wreck from sev
eral seemingly authoritative sources, 
at once dispatched the Salvor into the 
Straits with commendable promptness. 
The shore line was scanned but no
thing of the phantom wreck could be 
seen. The steamer then returned to 
Esquimau and the inquiries are now 
being made as to who startetd the re
port. It is believed, however, that the 
story originated out of the report that 
a small steamer was adrift in the 
Straits. This vessel sighted a: four- 
masted schooner yesterday sailing well 
over on the American side, but saw 
nothing else on her voyage south.

wrecking plant.
“Was the Salvor subjected to any 

special inspection as a salvage vessel?” 
asked Mr. McPhlllips.

To this Mr. Lugrin objéctèd^
Counsel asked whether wltm 

acquainted with the “Wreck and Sal
vage Act?”

The latter replied he was familiar 
with it up to a certain point. He knew 
that the saving of life was mentioned 
and that a higher remuneration was 
provided for that than for the salving 
of wreckage.

Questioned further, he said he knew 
that Capt. Parry, of H/ M. S. Egeria, 
had r.ot volunteered assistance before 
the steamer Salvor left Esquimau har
bor. He had communicated with the 
Egeria for the purpose of obtaining 
some rockets. Those aboard had will
ingly complied with the request, but it 
was subsequently learned that permis
sion would first have to be received 
from the officers, which would take an 
hour or so. It was decided that time 
was too valuable, and the ship pro
ceeded without them.

Answering another question put by 
Mr. McPhillips, witness said he didn’t 
think he was communicated with by 
the receiver of wrecks before leaving.

The commissioners objected, and 
ruled the query out of order, when 
counsel pressed for a direct reply, on 
the ground that it was not relevant.

Mr. Bullen interjected a remark to 
the effect that he was willing to an
swer all questions with the exception 
of those which he considered counsel 
asked for the purpose of establishing 
points outside the scope of the in
quiry.

Mr. McPhillips thought it was a 
peculiar thing if witness was to be per
mitted to assume such an attitude.

Replying, Mr. Bullen said he was 
quite within his rights.

Capt. Gaudin ruled the question out 
of order.

This concluded Mr. McPhillips’ cross- 
examination, and Mr. Lawson asked 
whether the boatswain’s party had 
expressed a desire to accompany any 
rescue party to the wreck. Witness 
replied in the affirmative.

An adjournment was taken until 10 
o’clock this morning.

To A. E. McPhillips he said he took 
• liarge of the Salvor on the 1st of No
vember, 1905. He first heard of the 
wreck at 3 o'clock on Tuesday. Half

n hour later the crew and he were 
niidy for sea. Any delay was caused, 
he thought, by waiting for the arrival 
of a doctor. The run from Victoria to 
where the Valencia lay took about six 
hours. At the time the Salvor drew 
thirteen feet six inches. The wreck 
"as sighted at 9.30 o’clock on Wed
nesday morning. His steamer lay 
about two miles from the stranded ves
sel. He supposed it would have been 
1 ossible to get closer. Had he known 
there was life aboard he would have 
gone closer and done everything pos
sible to aid them. He heard the con
versation between Capt. Troup and 
('apt. Christensen, of the tug Czar. 
The latter reported that no life could 
be seen on board and that what ap
peared to be pieces of canvas were 
flying from the rigging. He wouldn’t 
have authorized an attempt to reach 
the wreck by means of a raft. It was 
impossible to say whether Capt. John
son could have seen the lights of Flat
tery or Cape Beale on the night of the 
disaster.

J. H. Lawson interjected a remark 
here to the effect that the second 
officer had already given evidence stat
ing that no lights were seen or horns 
heard just previous to the wreck.

Chas. Campbell, master mariner, was 
’ ext called. He had 33 years’ experi
ence upon the coast.

Answering Capt. Gaudln, witness ex
pressed the opinion that it would be 
suicidal for any small boat to at
tempt to make a landing at any ex
posed point on the west coast of Van
couver Island.

was

Winnipeg, Feb. 13.—The big bonspeil 
of the Manitoba branch of the R. C. C. 
C. Is rapidly narrowing down to finals 
a id the next couple of days will likely 
see the finish. The best curling for 
y*-ars has been witnessed and the great 
carnival has been one of unusual suc- 
< ess. Strickland, the great skip from 
Dawson city, has not met with the 
sweeping success predicted, although 
he has curled consistently good, he has 
been knocked out of all competitions 
but the international. Of all the strong 
eastern rings attending, Flavelle and 
O’Connor, both of Lindsay, are the 
only ones left running for any of the 
jewellery.

KILLED ON SLOOP.

The Vancouver News-Advertiser says: 
“An Inquest was held on Monday after
noon to inquire into the cause of death 
of Frank Johnson. Philip Stable gave 
evidence. Stable, who for a long time 
was engaged with P. Larson, proprietor 
of the North Vancouver hotel, was with

SUBMITTED AS EVIDENCE. Johnson and a third man proceeding from 
Port Harvey to Knight's Inlet on Thurs
day afternoon last, in a ten-ton sloop.- 
They intended to hand-log in that vicin
ity. While in Chatham Channel, about 
ten miles from Port Harvey, the wind 
died away, and the tug Native', of this 
city, came along with a scow in tow. 
The scow was swaying with the tide, 
and as the steamer passed close the scow 
struck the boat, tearing away the head- 

The main boom s^ung round with 
on the head, 
table and his

Illness of W. A. Galliher.Drawing Made For Times the Most 
Accurate of Scene of Wreck. Winnipeg, Feb. 13.—W. A. Galliher, 

M. P„ is very ill at the home of his 
cousin here. The exact nature of his 
sickness has not yet been - determined.

Half Million Wanted.

Furthermore the proposed
It may not be generally known that 

the wash drawings of the Valencia 
wreck which were made by the Times 
artist on the Salvor, and reproduced 
in this paper, wrere submitted as evi
dence at the investigation held in 
Seattle. Capt. Troup, of the C. P. R., 
Capt. Cousins of the Queen and Capt. 
John Irving, all declared that the 
artist of the Times had depicted most 
accurately the sea then running and 
the relative positions and appearance 
of the rescue fleet and of the wreck.

All three have since obtained artist 
proofs of the cuts and forwarded to 
different officials of the government 
and company in order that they may 
be Informed of the real condition of 
affairs.

These officers have also taken occas
ion to express to the management of 
the Times their appreciation of their 
enterprise in giving to their readers 
such accurate reproductions of this 
historic tragedy in t£ie history of Paci
fic coast disasters.

This Cant. Gaudin said was most 
important. What was wanted was to 
locate a point for a life-saving station.

Continuing, witness told of his trip 
M the 

c^fezar.

Toronto, Feb. 13.—The task of rais
ing half a million dollars wanted for 
the Queen’s endowment fund will soon 
be finished. Rev.' Robt Laird, who 
was chosen by the general assembly to 
lay the claims of Queen’s before the 
people, says that $220,000 already has 
been subscribed.

gear.
the jar, and struck Johrfsi 
knocking him overboard; 
companion had the sloop’s toat away in 
a minute, and in less than five minutes 
Johnson was lifted out of the water. Al
though attended to without delay, the 
only sign of life he gave was a spasmodic 
clasping of his hands.

“Stable stated in his evidence that 
nearly all hands on the tug were looking 
out of the windows at the time, but the 
tug did not stpp for an instant. The 
weather was clear and the sea calm, and 
there was half a , mile of room on the 
other side of the sloop.

“The inquest was adjourned until 
Wednesday, by which time it is expected 
that the captain of the boat will be in 
Dart and bis evidence will be obtainable."

scene of tbe wreck by the tug 
Upon arriving at Carmanah 

they spoke the steamer Queen and 
were informed that*the Valencia wreck 

at Seabird Islands. About ten 
miles from Carmanah they
was Church Schemes.

Feb. 13. — ForToronto,
schemes of the Presbyterian churcri 
$180,000 is still required, according tv 
a statement Issued by Alexander War
den, acting general treasurer' of the 
church.

various
Saw the Queen 

put her helm hard-a-port and stand 
in about half a mile. Then the steamer 
backed out and. as the Czar passed, 
-apt. Christensen and witness were 

told that the wreck was "in there,” 
Pointing towards the shore. They stood 
in to within three-eighths of a mile, 
oi thereabouts, of the strand vessel? 
- akmg the glasses they 
ship most closely for about

The commissioners appointed to en
quire in to the wreck of the steamer 
Valencia resumed the Investigation 
this morning at the court house. There» 
was no witnesses on hand at the time 
the court sat, and some delay was thus 
occasioned. Finally Harry Cook took 

He desposed that he was

WILL APPEAL TO CARNEGIE,

the stand, 
a diver, and went to the wreck on the 
Salvor. On arriving at the wreck he

Calgary, N. Vy. T. Feb. 14.—Calgary 
will ask Carnegie for a grant# to the 
public ül-rery.
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