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outhbaws Star in Major Leagues
As Batsmen, Pitchersand Outfielders|

New York, April 6-—Hasaleft-hand-
ed youth more chence to become a big
league ball player than his right-handed,
brother ? Any ome asked this question

| to have the
been of the

ght ed
If wmilitary statistics
cha of a left-handed boy to
ba¥!’ player ;u
hazded brother, and this percentage
opportunity s even greater if the left-
handed ha to be a pitcher. -
ng the Yankee ball tossers the
Gibson of the Macon
the interestin
8 per cent,
right-handed

0
same as the right-handed members of
his company.”

Tnesmiich as army recruits are as rep-
resentaiive of the American boy as any
system we have, it is fair to assume that
the average left-hander is only ome in
#ifty. Yet on every ball club you will find
that at lesst a third of the men enrolted
are léft-handers. that not apeak
well for the amount of baseball ability
in that 2 par cent ?

- Southpaw Staré. With. Glants.

Take the Yankee official roster.
eomtains the names of thirty-three play-
ers, of whom six are left-handers—fou
w"' Cullop, Mogridge, Ross and

, Tirst Baseman Pipp and Outfielder
glm That would allow one left-hander
eix right-handers. Usually the pro-
tion of lert-handers is much higher.

r instance, last year the club had
seven left-handed pitchers alone.

Tho there are only two left-handers to
each hundred mnales, it is interesting to
nota further that the batting champions
g both major leagues—Tris Bpeaker of

eveland and Hal Chase of Oincinnati—
are left-handers. Next to the only Ty
Cobb the greaten;&!a.yeu in America to-
day are Tris Sp er and George Sisler,
the great ell around player of the §St.
Louls Br th left-handers.

On the Gilants you find left-handers
fwolding practically every position which
it is possible for a left-hander to_fill.
Two of the outfield regulars—Davey Rob-
ertson and Benny Kauff—are left-hand-
ete, as is First Baseman Walter Hoike,
who batted even bhigher than Chase last
season and led the first basemen in field-
ing. Three of McGraw's pitching top-
notchers are left-handers——Ferdie Schupp,
last year's pitching leader; Slim Sallee
and Rube Benton.

A left-hander is so constructed that he
ean. hardly do hinmself justice at either
pecond base, shortstop or third base. In
the old times a left-hander occastonally
won one of these positions, but not lately.
When Frank Chance had charge of the
Yankees he started a season with Hal
Chase on second base, but it didn’t work
very well, tho Hal again played quite a
few games at second for Cincinnati last

seasomn, a
In the outfield, first base and the pit-
cher’s box the left-handers hold their own
with their right-handed brethren.” Of
rst basemen in the game
sour are left-handers—Sisler of the
Browns Chase of the Reds, Daubert
the Brooklyns and Pipp
gtuffy Mcinnis is
first baseman who
with that bunch. Then by this time next
year Holke, the left-handed first base-
man of the Giants, also may be included
in that group. her leswer first base
tights aro Joe e of Washington and
&no, the pew eveland first base-

Common Iin Outfield.
Tett-handed outfielders are very cowm-
non, and include the real stars. Ty Cobb
and Yoe Jackson are exceptions. Tris
speaker leads the outfie southpaws,
«nG i [ollowed Ly Amos Strunk, the bril
tan’ antfielder of the Athletics and one

of the most underrated
game. Then come
ties—Kauvff

players in the
the two Giant beau-
and Robertson.

Crawford, still a great player,

well as he bats left-handed. as
Wit , the fence-buster of the Cubs.
‘Eddie Rousch of the Reds, who seems
mak of one of the stars
game, s left-handed, tho he
is m al southpaw, or, rather,
Teft er by edoption,
career- Rousch Lroke his ri

th
{es Manager Robinson
ational J.eague champions depende
ely on his two left-handers, Rube
Mamuard and § Smith. Smith’s
mu.whichheloctztolinfouneen
innings, was a masterpiece. Duster
Mails, a P, ising youngster, is Robby’s
third left- der.

The winning pitchers on both the De-
troit and Chicago Americans are left-
handers—Harry Coveleskie and Reb Rus-
soll. QGriffith has e valuable aid to Wal-
ter Johnson in Harry Harper, while Jim
Vaughn is the pitching star of the Cubs.
Eddie Plank still was pite one and
two-hit games for the St. s Browns,
aided by Xoob, a promising young
portsider. Eppa Rixey, rext to Alex-
ander, was the Philly pitching star last
season, while Stallings has Tyler, Allen
and Nehf on the Braves.

Therefore, if you have a son who is
left-hunded start him ip the baseball
business.

Two brothers of Frank Thrasher, the
outfielder who goes from Atlanta to the
Athletics, will be tried out by the Crack-
ers this spring. They are both outfield-
ers and now are in school at the Georgia
Military College, where they made repu-
tations on the ball field.

The Smith Family
On the Diamond

Perhaps the most distinguished of the
Smith boys—offspring of Old Man Smith
—now cavorting on the diamond is J.
Carlisle. Smith sometimes known
“Red.” The third baseman of the Braves
was born in Atlanta 27 years ago today,
and played with Anderson, S8.C., and
Nashville before he became a big leaguer
with Brooklyn in 1911, “Red’” has
with the® Braves since August, 1914.

.. The Smiths were very prevalent in the

National League last year, and this loo
ke another good year for the funﬂ‘)"?
Six of the eight clubs of the old circuit
had Smiths on the payroll at some time
last season. Aside from J. Carlisle, how-
ever, Sherrod Smith, the Brooklyn twirl-
er, 'was about the only one of the Smith
boys to show very much.

The Smith boys have beén prominent
in big league circles since the early
days of the game. Some of those who
will be recalled by old-timers as stars
were George (‘‘Germany”’) Smith, a fa-
mous shortstop of Cincinnat! and Brook-
lyn; Charley (‘*'Pop") Smith, a stellar
third baseman; Elmer (“King’’) Smith, a
:!&\;ggings o1u‘t1ﬁeldor and (“Iron
Man") Smith, a White Sox pit
twirted for the Feds. Dl i

Possession of intoxicating drinkables is
a orime in Atkansas under the ‘bone-
dry” law. When the sgheriff finds Bud
Weiser and Tincun together on Bob Al-
len's teain, won't that be evidence suffi-

cient for puttin t} whole 1ot in jail?

v 3 it ko 3
Just Before the League Starts
Press Reports Say Teams
- Are Evenly Matched.

‘oz American League.
mﬁ:c 8t. Louis.
Clevel at Detyoit.
Washington at Philadelphia.
Boston at New York,

Natlonal League.

New York dt Boston.
Philadelphia at Brooklyn.
S8t. Louis at Cipcinnati.
Pittsburg at Chicago.

‘The Associated Press.

New York, April 8.—The prospects for
close pennanc races in both the National
and American Leagues during the com-
ing season, which

, are consid to be unusuvally

bright. A number of clubs which were

weak in one or more positions last yeur
have been strengthened, and fast, well-
balanced tcams are the rule this spring,
if the work in the training camps can be
taken as a criterion. In the following
paragraphs will be found a short review
of the clubs as they appear to shape up
on the cve of the 1917 season:

AMERICAN LEAGUE.

Boston.

The new owners of the Boston world’s
champions feel confident that the Red
Sox under the management of Jack
Barry will again prove to be a great fac-
tor in the 1917 pemmant race. All the
pitchers are in fine fettle, and with
Thomas, Cady or Agnew behind the plate
they are expected to keep the team right
up in front from the start. There is use-
ful new mntcrial for infield work, but
non2 of the veterans is ikely to be dis-
placed, ‘while the regular outfield is a
strong combination. Altogether the Red
Sox look to have a royal chance to realize
the wishes of their Boston patrons, who
are rooting for a third conseoutive pen-
nant-winner. That there will be stronger
opposition this season is acknowiedged by
the new iranagoinent, which hopes, how-
ever, that last year's winners will he
eqrial to the tesk of overcoming all con-
tenders.

Chicage.

President Comiskey and Mamager Row-
land both Etelieve that the White Sox will
fizure in the world's series games next
October. Under the direction of the Old
Roman, Rowland has brought together a
hefty combination of playing talent after
2 thoro weeding out of the weaker play-
ers during the traiming. trip to Mineral
Wells, Texas. pitching sthf¢ was

ng
slow in roimding into shape, but all of

tha twirlers haye satisfied the manage-
nment as to th condition. With Gan-
dil at first base, the only weak spot in
the infield has Leen filled satiafactorily,
while the outer garden seems to he of
sulficient strength for championship

work.
. Detroit.

in aill probability the Detroit Ameri-
cans will start the season with only one
recruit in the line-up. Vitt, the siar
third -baseman, not having signed a con-
tract for 1€17, will be replaced by either
Bobhy Jones, Ellison or Dyer, all of whom
have been tried out for this position
None of the new pitchers has shown auy-
thing remarkable during the spring train-
ing, but Couch and Carroll Jones will he
given an cpportunity for a tryout in regu-
lar contests, | of the regular hers
except Dauss are in good Cun-
nave

rtw’inu:i-xatmi bjamn‘ ﬂlnd Covel
een twirling im fine form during the
southern trip, and Manager Jennings be-
lieves that he has a strong feam for pem-
nant honors.

o New York.

Cilose followers of the game have no
hesitancy in maming the New York Am-
ericans as one of the teams which will
set the pace in the junior league this sea-
son. President Ban Johnson shares this

opinion, and 1onnagers of rival clubs ,rea-
Iv admit that the Yankees must be reck-

next Wednes- }|

Good horses are scarce, but there is a good

[bo:"u.'. .

““ REGULAR AUCTION,

5 .

Sales Beginning Tuesday and Friday :;91 a.m., Wednésday ﬂ

FRENCH ARMY HORSE INSPECTIONS

Telephone Adelaide 858 or Adelaide 859 for any informati

! o
;

for everyone at anyone’s price at our 61

ANNUAL BLUE RIBBON SPEED SAL
Trotters, Pacers, Cairrlige, Saddle, Roa
: Horses and Ponies at

THE REPOSITORY

Simcoe and Nelson Streets, Toronto,

Wednesday Next, April 1
COMMENCING AT 10 AM. - =

MISS K. L. WILKS, "THE VALLEY FARM,
Cruickston Park Farm, Galt, Ont. ‘ _Hamilton, Ont.
; Have consigiied 11 year vies,
by Welsh Pony smum:nqm ot |
Welsh, Exmoor and Hackney Pony
bred lot. Mares. ) oS
IRA MAYBEE, ESQ,
Aylmer; Ont.
Ships his complete string of
standard and Hloluwy bred show

M, R. DAVIES, ESQ.,
The Thorncliffe Farm, Toronto.
Consigns some choice ores, includ-
ing am extra high-class bpair eof
THE INGLENOOK FARM, G. A. DAVIDSON, ESQ.,
Barrie, Ont. Unionville, Ont. | ¥
Consigns a number of good standard | Enters a few choice ones—saddie
breds : horses. 2 4
‘W-T. MERRY,-ESQ, MR. WM. HAMMALL,
'~ Oakville, Ont. Toronto. |
Has lsted 6 splendid W‘mmwmm
. 5 : as he is going out of business.
MR. J. T. BROWNRIDGE, Brampton, Ont.

Wilkes, z?‘x.:"‘ﬁu.‘“-i_’.' Lo ooo‘g” orie w%og,m&gs?{ E o
BLUE RIBBON SALE, Wednesday Next,
April'11, Commencing at 10 a.m. &

L 2

ISAAC WATSON,
Auctioneer,

BURNS & SHEPPARD.
C. A, BURNS,
Proprietor.
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