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The Theater of the War.

The Island of Cuba, over whose fate
warlike strife 1s now raging as it has
not raged in all the many vears that
Bpanish misgovernment has nerved its
fmhabltants to rebel against the con-

trol of the proud European peninsula,
is Indeed a rich prize. When one con-
siders how much Spain has taken out
of the island, and how ““fat” h:
the offices
deemed necessary to

‘e been
which Spanish domination

parcel out to

Spaniards at the expense of the people,

the
hate

WwWe can well understand why

Queen Regent and her advisers

to let their last ¢
elon go,

Of the magnificent heritage which
Cuba m'ight become under a fully civ-

ilized administration and guarariteed

gecurity to the life and property of the |

toilers, we g=t a glimpse in “Ballou’s
Cuba,” printed in 1854 “before the habit
of civil war was fixed in the soil
the island and blood of people.”
“The virgin soil of the
author, *‘is rich t EA
the hoe prepares it for the
as Dougilas Jerrold says of
‘Just tickle her with a hoe
laughs with a harvest.” So fertile a
80il is not known to exist in any
other portion of the globe.
times produces three

of
the
says
touch
at,

stralia,

SO

or,

and she

It

s to the

some-

cro; year,

and in ordinary seasons two may he;‘

relied on. The consequence is that the |

12 3 1 ]
Monteros have little more to do than |

merely to gather the

dzily carry to mark  #

they

which also |

pi yduce
and
forms so large a portion of their
healthful and palatable
fusion of its florza and the
its forests are

food. pro- |
of |
unsurpassed, while the
multitude of its ciimbing shrubs gives |
a luxurious richnesz to scenery,
which contributes to it one of
the most fascinating countries in
world. Nowhere are
fof life so easily supplied, or man
delicately nurtured.

“The richest so the island
black, which is best adapted to
purpose of the sugar planter, and for |
this purpose it is usually chosen. So
productive is this desc ription of land
that the extensive sugar plantations,
cnce fairly started
without the soil being turned,
new cane starting up from the old
roots, year after year, with abundant
crops. This
who are accustomed to sce so much of
artificial means expended wupon the
soil to enable it to bear even an ordin-
ary crop to the husbandman. The red
soll is less rieh, and is better adapted
to the planting of coffee, being gen-
erally preferred for this purpose, while
the mulatto-colored earth i3 consider-
ed inferior, but still is very produc-
tive and is improved by the Montercs
for planting tobacco, being first pre-
pared with a mixture of the other two
descriptions of soil,
form the richest compost, ne
guano, known in agriculture.”

The poet Longfellow, writing on the
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own |
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= ) | might have
will run for years |

a singular fact to wus |

poetry of Spanish-America probably
did not take when he
described worid-famed island ag |
“Cuba, the garden of the West, gorge-
Qus with perpetunai flowers,
liant with the plumage of ir umerable
birds, beneath whose glowing sky the
teeming earth yields easy and abund-
ant harvest to the toil of and
Wwhose capacious harbors i1 e he
commerce of the v
of Columbus, ‘It
land that ever eyes beheld.’
This prose of a
be supplemented
verse of James
was inspired by

poetic license

tne

and bril-

tne

beautiful

In words |

may fitly |
sparkling
ippo, which

the Cuban SKy:

“Ye tropic forests
Where the

ne

£ 3
uniadin

g gree
and

palm tapers the
orange o
Where light
feathery

And her tall

ceyba throw

oves,

the bamboo waves her

SCreen

| went

“Ye cloudless ethers
blue,
Save as its rich varieti
To the clear
hue,
The burnished
day.”

of unchanging |
es give way

sapphire of your midnight

azura of vanr perfect

Burely this lang
dowments deserves a better fate than
10 be the perpetual mis-
government, and of civil war, and all
miseries that follow in their train as
night follows

Cuba is about the same size as the
South Sea Island of Java. Java has
not the nmatural advantages which
Cuba possesses. Her people are fur-

of matchless en-

41
Lile

day?

i dus
]

’ poor stick,
| to office, or had barely passed the
! quisite examinations,
!not taken into consideration by
! late Government.
i iven

{ o

| laggards treated as liberally as

| Finance

j root of the trouble, and the

{ the

ther removed
products, Their surroundings
scarcely as healthful. The country is
subject to violent changes in weather
and destructive earthquakes
ited it. But Java
by Holland.
contented and happy
gives sustenance to
ants. Cuba, cursed
taxes to sustain a

are

have vis-
has been well ruled
Her people have been

24,000,000

inhabit-
Of

horde

1,6 0
by the

recently had
reduced

war,
ants, now

inhabit-
sword, by

famine, and by pestilence, the direct

outcome of the present terrible condi-
tion of affairs by at least
hundreds of thousands,
Almost any change must bring a
better state of affairs to the unhappy
island. Why should it not speedily
begin a career that may early in the

several

from a market for their | |
| The automatic

{ men,

i officers are

and her soil now

by misrule, heavy |
favorite | S

Spanish exploiters, devastated by civil |

twentieth century rival that of Java?

Civil Servants
Aind Their Pay.

Argument That Salaries Should
Be Increased Year After Year,

Whether the Officials Deserve
Promotion or Not.

Extraordinary Condition of Affairs
Under the Late Dominion
Government,

The New Govérnment Institutes a
Fairer Plan and One More in ths
Interests of the Taxpayers.

[Special Corres

rgcent debate

on the question of civil servants’ sal-

aries showed a strong disposition on

the part of 'the Conservatives to in-

sist that there should be a continu-

ous increase in the Hurdens of the meo-

ple whether tha necessities of the ser-

vice warranted it or not. The Oppo-

sition first argued that the law of the

land was mandatory, and that if each
of |

civil servant did not get an
to his salary year after year, wh
he deserved it or not, a grave injustice
was done him. It was, however
pointed out that Sir Oliver Mowat,
Minister of Justice, had inter-
preted the act to mean that the Civil
Act was permissive, and this
view was backed up in the latest dis-
ion on the subject by Sir Louis
Solicitor General Fitzpatrick,
Conservative ¥. P. for
acques Cartier. The law shows clear-
ly that increases, when made, shall
not be beyond a sum, but it is equally
clear that the question of whether a
civil servant shall have a raise of pay
or not contingent on the deputy
minister so reporting, and on the min-
ister indorsing the recommendation;
not enough, as the Gov-
ernor-General-in-Council must
or refuse it on the

to

ice

18,

Mr. Monk,

is

this is
sanc-

the increase

{ 8rounds of public policy or expediency.
‘When all this was pointed out to the |

Opposition, Mr. Foster and his friends

{ took up a new attitude. They expressed

the fear that the deputy minister
favorites, and that he
might not do his duty fairly, which
was certainly not very complimentary
to the honesty of these men, nine-
tenths of whom are Cr)rnservatives, ap-
pointed by their critics.

Why all this attempt to eompel the
Government to take up a position that
would certainly not be in the public
interest? I can see no other cause for
it but the anxiety of Mr. Foster and
his friends to vindicate their own
management of the ci service by
forcing the present Administration to
take up a similar untenable attitude.
For eighteen years, it the late
Government paid ‘the servants
these annual increases of salary auto-
maticaily. That to say, there was
no discrimination between the deserv-
ing and the wunc

seems,
civil
is
rving public em-
7. The one might be g faithful, in-
ous, capable man; the other might
often was, a lazy,
who had been smug:? 1

and easy-going
in-
Tro-
The difference of
the value of thf: men to the public was
the
The rise of pay was
question in each case,
th? taxpayer was
increased. Good men had
to excel in doing

without
and the expense to
very much
encouragement

| their duty when they saw dullards and

they
were, and often even advanced to a
higher class because they had a politi-
cal or social pull.

Mr. Foster, Finance Minister In the
late @ vernment, admitted that there
was something wrong he
Mi He talked of mak-
ing changes which did 80 to the

system

when was
ister.

not

on till the present Government
ld. It was found that during
the regime of Mr. F
of civil

took
)Ster the expense
government—represented by
these ecivil service salari Ss—went up
over $250,000. That in the short space
of between six ang seven years.

he m presented to the new
Administration was a serious one. They

prot

had either to keep on raising the
aries of civil servants in
criminately, as had their predecessors,
thereby adding to the

these

public taxes
several hundred thousand dollars per
ammum in the course of the next half
dozen years, or they had to administer
law in a business-like manner.,
Their resolution was to carry out the
spirit of the civil service law, stop
increase ©of salaries,
regard to merits of

1]y increase salaries as

proved to merit advan

hout

and

the
on

e-

| ment, and as the pubiic® welfare de-

mands.
In taking this stand the Government
will have the indorsation of every con-
ious taxp Even civil
who prepared to stand on
i as men have to do in other
fe, can have no objection
departurse. It does s

h
ar. the

is

em

should be found—at least outside
of Ottawa, where such a #ne of
duct might be excused—ready to say
that a man earning 21,200 or $1.500
this year should be paid by the coun-
try five years from now $1,450 or ¢1,-
750 whether he was worth meore to the
couniry or not, whether he was lazy

con-

or indifferent, or thoroughly efliclent,
Then it must not be forgotten that
as salaries increase so does the amount
of superannuation allawances, ang thus
the increased #ax an +ha nublic is EY
double one.

The civil servants should be fairly
paid. Public corporations ought to
call for efficient service and get it;
but the expensive and unbusiness-like
methods pursued by the &onservative
Darty leaders for eighteen years, and
still advocateg by them, are such that
the taxpayers would not stand, and the
bresent Government has done well to
discard them.

DID MR. BEATTIE DREAM?

[Sarnia Observer.]
The agitation displayed by the member
for London at sight of ginger ale and
sandwiches being served on the floor of
the House of Commons during the
weary hours of the early morning may
have been due to the fact that, in hig
then half asieep and awake condition,
it looked to him like the ghost of the
night carnival in the Conservative at-
tic that preceded the day of his elec-
tion.

THE SENATE.

[Woodstock Sentinel-Review,?
The Globe continues to give
reasons why the Canadian
should be aboiished. Judged by its
record, it certainly ought to be, But
is there a probability that an agita-
tion for abolition will succeed? Is it

L
not better to reach after the attain-
able?

cogent
Senate

THE TIME LIMIT.
[Toronto News.]

The London Advertiser suggests a
time limit for speeches in pParliament,
which is a very sensible pbroposition. It
boliticians had to sell their opinions gg
editors do, they would put more meat
in a sentence than is their present
practice.

Mrs. Cleveland recently had a new
set of photographs taken. the first time
she has been photographed since leav-
ing the White House. and
them to Mr. Bok, with permi
publish them in The ILadies’
Journal, where they will be publicly
seen for the first time. The set also
Includes the first authoritative photo-
graphs pubiished of the new Prince-
ton home of the Clevelands.

on
Home

The bank statement of Canada for
March is another proof of brisk trade.
The note circulation during March,
1898, was $35,930,085, as compared with
$35,823,923 in February, and $31,082
in March, 1897. Even more remark-
able than the expansion of note circu-
lation the increase of bank deposits,
In March, 1897, there were in the char-
tered banks deposits of $67.456.225
.ble on demand. and $126.191,346
able after “notice, or a total of
647,571, while in March, 1898, these
posits had increased to $76.471.017 payv-
able on demand. and $140

a total of $216,996,506, an in

e of over twenty-three millions.

Current loans have increased from

$213,232,438 in March, 1897, to $218,035, -

643 in March, 1898, and call loans from
$14,069,277 to $20,337,515,

LATMBETH,

Lambeth, April 25.—Miss Moore, of St.

homas, is visiting Miss May Lown.

Mr. W. R. Sadler, after spending the
winter near Chatham, returned last
week.

Miss Edith Vandermade spent
day with Miss Lottie Poole, of
street, London.

Mr. and 'Mrs.James Burrows have re-
turned from Dorchester, where they
were visiting their daughter, Mrs. W.
Hunt.

The funeral of Mrs. John Adair took
piac
Iy »

Mrs.
&riope.

Mr. Keddy and Miss ‘White spent
Sunday in the village.

Dr. G. A. Routled
three of his valuable
Blackwell, horse buyer.

Mrs. Fred Thornicr
from Michigan visiting her.

Mr. Calvin Burch, of Michigan,
newing acquaintances here.

Mr. Thornicroft’s plowing bee
well attended.

Sun-
York

ected resident of Westminster.
David Mann sick with

is

la

horses

is re-

AlLSA GRAIQ,
Ailsa Crai
son, an English gentleman, has bought
D. L. Stewart’s grazing farm of 180
acres, adjoining the village of Ailsa
craig, for the sum of $8,500.
Mr. Thomas Armstrong
house and lot to Mr. Daniel Edwards,
butcher, of thie place. Dame
says Dan is going to join the benedicts,
Good luck, Dan!
Billy Colter has returned from the
house of refuge, Strathroy, where he
hasg been during the winter months.

Billy is a good deal like a tmwout in g |

well, only the rev e. He gets fat dur-
ing the winter, but goes to a skeletion
during the summer.
D. A, McEwen has
training at his stables
Craig driving park.
good cnes. A

N pbph s B
recoras better

16 horses in
on the Ailsa
They are a lot of
number of these have
than 2:20, and one of
them is below 2:08. Mr. McEwen has
with him the old veteran caretaker,
Henry Donley, also Chance B nett, the
peer of all and with
Headly to give them orders, the
will be well looked after. Mac
t} swipes besides the noted ones

swipes,

above.
George 'Charlton, of con. v
vray, has a ewe 8 years old
raised 22 lambs, all her own off ng
The first two years she had two lambs
each year, the next three years ghe
had three lambs each year, the sixth
year she had four, and t year, not tp
be outdone by her previous records
she went it one better, and deliver
five fine lambs, all living end doing
well. Anyone who may doubt the
truth of this can have their curiosi
eatistied by paying a vist 16  Mr.
Charlton’s farm, near Allsa Craig. Who
says it doesn’t pay to raise sheep?

e

IVAN,

Ivan, April 23. The home of our es-
teemed friend, Mr. Alex. Campbell, J
P, was
on Friday evening, the 22nd inst. Mr.
Campbell has sold his farm and is re-
moving from the neighborhood, and his

McGilli

’

friends and neighbors to the number |

of over 200 met to give him g good
send-off. The supper was a splendid
success, and reflected great credit on
the committee and the ladies who fur-
nished it. After all had satisfied the
cravings of the inner man, the gather-
ing was called to order by the chair-

man, J. D. Ca

Mr. and Mrs.
with two easy chairs,
with a dinner set, and
with a serviceable cane. Mr, Campbell
suitably responded. A song, “Good-
bye, Sandy,” by Miss Carmichael, wag
wall recaived also songs by Miss Mec-

Mr. Campbel]

| limits, but this

i of the so-
|

| rivals must r
! British

{ Commons on Thursday night.
| nual expenditure now has reached

e Friday. She was an old and high- |

to Dr. |

ft has her sister |

was |
| Second Lieutenant Nicholas Bott,

April 23.—Mr. E. Rawlin- |

|
has sold his |

umor |

John |
horses
has |

that has |
L]

the scene of a large gathering |

neron, when E. T. Caver- |
hill read a complimentary address, and i

Camphbell were presented |
Mrs. Campbel] |

Intyre and the Misses and Mr. Graham;
short speeches by T. Oliver, D. A,
Campbell and N. A. Graham, and a
good Irish recitation by J. M. Empey,
our popular school teacher. Then the
young people engaged in dancing to the
violin music of Messrs. Dewar and
Simpson until early morning; when all
went to their respective homes satisfied
that they had spent a pleasant evening,
and wishing Mr. Campbell and family
health and happiness.

The young man, Stuart, who had his
leg so badly crushed in the Duncrief
mills, necessitating amputation, is do-
ing weil.

Many of the farmers are througn
with their seeding, with the exception
of peas, but the continued wet weather
is very hard on the lazy man.

Charlie McLean starts for Calgary on
Monday with cattle for g ranchman
from Quebec. We understand that if
Charlie likes the business he will stay
for a length of time.

Hagnificent
surplys!

The Enviable Position of the
Mother Country.

—— .

New York,

April 25.—Harold Fred-
eric, cabling

0 the Times from Lon-
don, refe as follows to the budget
speech delivered by Sir Michael Hicks-
Beach on Thursday night last:
Though the budget may seem to be
a tame thing to talk about in these
stirring times, it would be worth our
people’s while to pause one oment
irom the considerations of the war
to the studying of the sturdy financial
position of ti nation whose hearts
have already gone gut to them, and
who only wait the Opportunity and the
| invitation to holq out helping hands.
In view of this undoubted fact, Sir
Michael Hicks-Beach’s Statement is
enough to set any European concert
out of temper and tune, A surplus of
¢ three million and a quarter
3 sterling, and a sound prospect
ter balance next year con-
a financial position for what
Germans now j<,-wl‘ing;1y call “the
stern. branch of Anglo-Saxon
The circums of a fat sur-
not i for

altogether surprise
who had been ta} g careful note
1S pourin
xchequer from the death dut
are perhaps a little
that more is not done for their willing
iddle-class supporters than some
trifling juggling with the income tax
is a small matter ¢
excellent report fu
bu t to the angry
lled “decadent”’
press, o

ories

| pared to the
| by the

foreign
here are no more decadent
on the other side of the Atlantic,

the T'he

@

)oY

~
CJ
AZ/

kindly call for them at once.
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For bargains at Sharp’s old stand.

Saturday night, April 30, at 10 o’clock.

SToCK
EQUCHT AT
48¢c ON

HE DOLLAR.

The store will be closed

We don’t intend to move

any goods—the eutire stock will have to be soid out.

% ] ég i

IO

—Trimmed and Untrimmed Hats will be almost given away.
Black Dress Goods and Crepons will meet a similar fate, Come
early and be convinced that we are selling cheaper than ever,

Those that have parcels partly paid for or laid aside will

On the same subject the London cor- |

respondent of the Evening Post says
‘With what envious eyes England's
ad the marvelous tale of
stability which Sir Michael
Hicks-Beach unfolded in the Hou
The
the
the
hix

| enormous sum of
chancellor of the e

'-‘"’,mu':‘(n)o_ vet

hequer finds

self wth a surplus of $18,390,000 for the

past year, and can afford spend
0,000 on beautifying London’s pub-
buildings, while his surplus for the
coming year is estimated at $8,930,000,
which he can devote to cheapening the
workingmen’s tob ), lessenir the
income tax burden on the middle class-
whose incomes vary from L0600 to
00, and all tI while the army and
navy each year are swallowing more
and more. Last year the navy cost
$100,000,000 and the army $86,000,000, and
it and lockouts hindered revenue
ace lation in other directions. Well
may Sir Michael Hicks-Beach say: ‘I
i don’t think anything can be gathered,
from st year’s statistics to justif
doubt of our ability to « ompete
terms with any foreign competitor.’

to

 MILITIAGENERAL ORDERS

» has disposed of |

| Changes and Promotions Affecting No.
1 Military District Corps.

Twenty-first Essex F 1siliers.—No. 8
! company—To be second lieutenant,pro-
| visionally, Sergt. David Johnston
Cheyne, vice Xemmis Betty pro-
moted. No. 4 company—Provisional

hav-
ing failed to qualify, his name is re-
moved from the list of officers of the
active militia.

Thirty-second Bruce Battalion of In-
| fantry.—No. 1 company—To be lieuten-
| ant, Second Lieut. Jes:s > Buckley, from
| No. 7 company, vice Marris, retired.
Thirty-third Huron Infantry—Lieut.=
{ Col. John G. Wilson is permitted to re-
! appointment as commanding
| ofiicer, and transferred to i tantry re-
| serve of officers. No. 8 company—To

be second lieutenant, provisionally,
| John McArter, vice Doig, retired.

hi venth Haldimand Battalion
No. 1 company—To be sec-
i ond lieutenant, provisionally, Lawrence

William Campbell Munro, ice Mac-
j donald, promoted. Quartermas ter and
Honcrary Captain John Albert Gill is
granted the honorary rank of major.

sSign nis

- A SOLDIER'S STORY,

MR. GEO. KINGSTON, who resides at
136 John St. North, Kingston, Ont.,
is a retired British soldier, who served
in India, went through the Abyssinian
Campaign and was present at the storm-
ing and capture of Magdala, in which
King Theodore of Abyssinia lost his life.

The hardships of the Campaign
brought on an attack of kidney disease.
He was sent to the hospital but after a
time was discharged as a hopeless in-
valid. Sharp piercing pains shot through
his back, his urine was unnatural and
he was in the greatest misery. Hearing
of the wonderful cures made by -

DOAR’S KIDNEY PILLS

he went to the drug store and got a box.
The first few doses gave great relief and
before two boxes were taken the pains
had left his back and he felt like a new

1an.  Doan’s Kidney Pills he considers
the greatest remedy in the world for all
forms of kidney disease and urinary
troubles.

Book telling all about these pills sent
free to any address. The Doan Kid-
mney Pill Co., Toronto, Ont. .
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Tecumseh House, London, Friday, May 6, 1898.
B& Cut hair taken in exchange, or cash paid for it
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DOMESTIC DISCIPLINE.
[Chicago Timus-HeruH.]

day a prisoner was arraigned to
wer a charge of larceny. The prose-
cuting was a young woman,
who testified that as she was walking
along Broadway the prisoner at the
{ bar suddenly stopped her,
presence of a large crowd of surprised
spectators, opened her mouth ang took
{ out which he put
into an away.
I ur honor,”
sed man.
3 >, married three weeks
{ ago. Of course I wanted her to make
{ as good an appearance on
that
{ With a set of teeth which cost me $9.
She has since left me, however, and is
i now skylarking around, and I'm afraid
some one else will fall in love with
her and steal her from me, I thought
the safest plan would be to take back

ans-

witness

explain-
“This woman
her

18

as possible

In a New York police court the other

and, in the |

occasion, and so I fitted her out ;

- e—

h, so that she
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if she will
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