
dependencies of the Empire by a system of mutual trade prefer-

domestc affairs of Great Britain when he considers that hispolmcal interest, call upon him to take that course. On thgreat qu^tton however, his action, or rather inaction, seems tohave r^ulted from a singular reluctance to advocate that whichheadmitstobefor theadvantagenot onlyof Canada. but of theEmp^e. I submit to you as another article of Conservative policv

.«««
f^'^o^on* WneEotiatlon, legWatlon and other conl
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Pro vincial Control of Pro vincial Domain.
In 190S, the Conservatives took the position that under our

constitution the public domain within each province ought to becomj^itted to the management and administration of the p^ple

wJ^r J'^T' *^™"^^ ^^'" P^°^'°"^l governments. Thatwas the basis of arrangement between the four provinces original-
y constituting the Dominion. At the present time every1^^-mce in Canada controls and administers its pubhc lands exceptthe three provinces of Manitoba. Saskatchewan and Alberta In

.w^a^n^* Y'^
little public domain now remains except theswamp lands, a considerable portion of which has already been

tht^n!'^ ^n^^
provincial government. Curiously enoughthe Dominion Government thoroughly admits the justice of thec^ms of the two new provinces by providing in their constitu!tion for an annual payment to each province as compensation forthe lands which have been withheld. There was nrsubstanlialargument against committing the lands to the administration

of the provinces The principal objection raised was that im-migration might be checked by an unwise provincial policy.

Provinces Themselves Most Deeply Interested.
Let it be remembered that the new provinces are moredeeply interested in continuing the volume of immigration than

ajre the people of Eastern Canada. The future of thoS p o^nci

in some considerable measure upon the advent from year to yearof additional population. Evidently the true reason which

S!r. / * 'T'°",^'''"^"°* *° ^^^^°^^ tl»« lands is thed^ire to retam them for the purpose of influencing votes of new
settlers, and m order to provide vast fortunes for certain favored
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