
THE .VARMINT
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That night, after an hour's brown meditation,

ILIX^.^"^ '°^' descending the stairs,
knocked at the sanctum sanctorum.

Come in," said the low, musical voice.
Stover entered solemnly.

poTiI?*?'*'.^*'"
""^'^ "^^^ ^*«^^'» leaning up

against the door.
^

The Roman glanced up quickly and, seeingwhat was coming, took up the paper-cutter andbegan to twist it through his fingers. There wasa silence, long and painful.

;;

Well?" said The Roman in a queer voice.
Mr- Hopkins," said Dink, advancing a step.

to v^ w' '' '""^ "" ™°«- I haven't come
to you before as I suppose I ought, because I'vehad to sort of think it over. But now, sir, I'vecome in to have it out."

» » r, i ve

"I'm glad you have, John."

w V^*«*
*<* ast yon one question."

"Have you, all this time, really been standing
by^me, yanking me out of all the messes I got

'^' Well, that expresses it, perhaps."
"Then I've been way off," said Stover soL
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