
Chart/t imill CUrf/if of tht Diottt^. of Ftah rirton.

reMoniii^ t-aii t'X|>lain iiwiiy : *' Kcrcivc thf IlulyCthimt f«»r the ottifi*

ami >*«»rk of a \mvn\ in th«' Chiireh of (hm|." Wr know ihiit tlu-y

,\rv tlu' LonPn own words, whu-ii thi' C'lmnli wnvn Ikthiihc the) an*

HIh, ami hfcaiiHr ihc promiitc iit^ivrn iiHof Hit* pri'Mfiu-f with tiM *'mII

•Imvh, cvt'ii to til" rMilof tin- w.tihl." Wf kiinwtliiit not tin- ItUlioj),

l.'ut tli«> IlinliopV Lii.-il aitil M.'Mtcr, cnti iilonc li«'»tu\v thi« or any

utlu-r Mjiiritual <,'it't. \Vi' liriow that iIiIm \h txivon l>y tlu' rliannrl of

n human itiHtrumrnt, ht'cauM* it pIcaMcH Him to work hy hiinu.ii

liu'iinH, an<l ttt i-mploy "i'artlu-n vi'mwIk." W'v know that fh»' j^ift

Vt'hich thi> LonI lichtowM to ri-mlcr oiu minis. I'v valiti, ar.d IIi»«

KacrMmcutN ctft'ctuai nicatiH of ;;;ra('c, in not to Iii' confoiunhMl with

tlu- |tt'r>ton-il Nam-titiration of tin- priiKt, wliich mn.«t Itr nunirlit for

hy him MM it in Hou<{ht for hy I'vcry C'hrihtian— l»y humlih- an<l om-
Htatit prayer anil diligent tiHc of all the meauHof ^q-aee. Itut, on tiu>

other hami, he tt» whom the Cliurch «ay», " Heet'ive," 'nuMt ltelie\i»

that the I'hi'.reh has wlnrewilhal to u'ive An<l ilia this i;ifl is t!ie

^ift of the l!oly (iho.Ht fur the effectual <lisehar},'e of our ministra-

ti> iiM is eviileiit, for from the Spirit of (io<I "every .!4<mm| an<l perfeet

j^ift" proeeeilK, ainl sun'ly that jfift which is hestoweil on uh "for

the perfecliiijj; of the saints ami the work of the ministry." When
we have ourselves desired this olli-e, when tlii' Cliureh, after

due examination, has !iestoWi'<l it upon us, when the Churih calls ns

jtriests and our onler a priesthood, it were an act <»f injj,ratitude and

of cowardice to !);• ash:inied id' the name when we use the otiice.

Xono of us taketh this "honor \into himself hut he that was called

of (lod, as was Aaron," and yel Aaron's priesthood was disputed.

Aaron himself was "compassed with iiitinnity." "The p«'(vple niadi'

the calf, ic/iich ^iaron rnitdi.^'' And, in that Lfreat miracle, when

water issued from the rock in Kadesh, Aaron shared in the uid)elief

which led to the exclusion of hoth Closes and Aaron from the promised

lan<l. If our ju'iesthood be not the sacriticini; of hulls and of jroats

it is none the less a real priestho(»<l, hecause the Lord .Fesus Christ

confers it Jipon us, Aaron's was a typical pluiesthood. Ours comes

from the (ireat Ili^h Priest in heaven, wh() says to us, "As my
Fatiier hath sent mc, even so I send you." IJut does this ijjift make

us arro«j;ant y Does it not rather humble us in the dust":' The more

our priesthood is coniu'cted with the Word of Ilim who cannot lie,

the higher it is above the ancient sacritices of the 3Iosaic rites, the

more true and real and awful it becomes, and the more holy we


