
(> SAN .MIAN LSI-AM).

iiu'iit tn liavt' a i'aciti*', railroad t'roin ( 'aiiada Itiiilt, and iiltiiuaU^ly to

carry Micir (Miiiia and India trade of tliir I'atific tliron}>ii the IWitisli

|K).H.seHsi(tns; and knowin;;' as we do tlio advantaf^cs tlicy lia\«^ lor that

«'nti'r|)ri.st',it bclioovfs us to use cvt'iy i'tl'ort to llrst occujjy tliat ground,
for, if it is of advantaji'i^ to tlu'ni, liow nmch more so is it to xis. As to

llu» eonntry on tlie west, tiio i>asses north of the 41>th ]iarallel, in both

tile (,'aseado and IJoeky niouutains, are h»\ver and easier of access tiiaii

thosii within onr teriitory. INdhtwinj;- tin' Kraser river, ami its IjUowit
or Harrison River Inanch, tiieiice crossing' to lh(! npper Kraser, they

have ii h)\v pass to the inivi};ahh' waters of tlie npjM'r (N)hnnbia river.

So the tra(h> that we lutw carry on with tlu' jiohl mines of the ('ohiinbia

lliver valley, by the navi},fation of that river for L'.IO mih's north of the

tilth i>araliel. will be carried west thronjfh Jbitish (Johnnbia. These
mines have yiehh'd as much as 8.")(I0 i)er day to the men for weeks, and
front a sin;*!!'' claim over )«<1(I(I,(MI0 of }>'old has been taken. These ar«^

the local inducements that tlu^ Knj-lish'have for buildinji' a l*acili<*, rail

road, and they liave been <'onstantly at wttrk to ascertain the most ju-ac

ticable route by which they can connect their ;;(tld lields with the rich

afjricnitural country of the Saskatchewan, that only awaits an outh I.

when its re.stuirces will be ra])idly developed.

In their route from Canada the «)nly dillicult portion is that north ol'

the lakes in reacliinj>- tlu^ K'ed IJiver of the Is'orth. Vet there they will

have the. navigation of tln^ lakes; so that will not jtrevent them from

establishiuf; their route, and nudvinjy,' the east :ind west terminus two
^•r«'at dei)ots of Ibitish trade, drawinj;' to them at tlu' same time the

resources of our whole couutiy alonj^ the boinidary from liake Superior

to the Pacific ocean. When'iis we, by buihliu};- tlu^ Xorth Vacitic rail-

roa«l, w ill draw tlu^ wealth of their country inttt our (M)trers, as we are

now doiufj', by the navigation of the upper ('obnnbia, and the trails

<»pened by tlu^ northwest boun<lary surveyiiif;' ]»arties to the Kootenay
j>old lields, and eventually we w ill fall heir to all Uritish ixtsse.ssions.

It therefore beeoiiu's a necessity that we. should have a road lu'ar our

northern boi'dcr, not only as the most direct route to (Miina, India, &c.,

but to save our own resources, or they, with tln^ vast Saskatchewan and
r.ritish (lohnnbia, will be drained west over the islaiuls now in dispute,

and via Victoria, Vancouver island, out throuf;h the Fuca strait, giviii},'

ICufjIaiid thii control of that commerc«'. Thus the vast bimber trade

of l*ugct sound, and the limestone and coal of the islands, will be lo.st

to American interests, to say nothing of tla^ fisheries that are soon to

be(!ome tlu! most important of the world.
If that <!Ountry Inul been better known at the* commemu'ment of the

discussion of the Oregon boundary, instead of the talk about trading

all Oregon lor the Mciwfoundland fisheries, our rights to the claim for
.~)4o 40' would have been insisted upon, which would hav(^ given us by
far more e.\tensiv(^ tishing grounds than those of the Atlantic.

With regard, I remain voJir obedient servant,
(I. CLINTON (L\KDNB1I.

(i<»v. .1. (iKKcioiiY Smith,
tMift llovxe.


