
IS INAUCilUAL ADDKKHS.

because they couUl not see eye to eye on mutters o cliuntli

(roveriiment, or on some of the i)oints of m exact tlieologv.

Ill our day, ffood men have U\arnt to understant! the pnnci-

ples of the doctrine of their Divine Master far hotter, and

now "reioice" with tlie great Apostle of the Gentiles, when

»inv.iL gives freely — .,

.

. -

liital inBifference, to all who ask. In this way, every system

of error is mingled with the truth, and right and wrong he-

come undistinguishable. In the language ol the j^ihle--

"They call evil good, and good evil
;
put darkness for light

and liffht for darkness ; bitter for sweet and sweet lor bitter ;

confomiding all distinctions, and levelling aU opinions, with

an utter oblivion of any standard of truth.

I imagine I shall not assert anything new to thi» Associa-

Img 01 evil. HiVen iii uie v^miBtmu v^xx^ix^x. v. ^."

institution—where the command is to root out the evil, it

manifest, and where the utmost vigilance may be used m
obedience to that command, how difficult is the task

!
and

how seldom elfected without fastening upon the Cliurcli

some fresh spring of bitterness ! Such is the nature of that

depravitv which darkens both the understanding and the

heart, and finds us forever ^ropmg instead oiwammjm the

lio-ht How unlike the noble and animating passage ot Ixod s

hSy AVord—" The path of the just is as the shining light,

which shineth more and more unto the perfect day." In an

Association composed as ours is, we may be more exposed

to such evils than where there is agreement on the question

of church government. How necessary is it, then, that we

be particularly careful not to wound the feelings of each

other respecting our views on such points. It is unfortunate

that even the most sincere Christians frequently embrace

opinions on some points, external as regards the Christian

Clnirch, with more h^trength of feeling than the doubttul


