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ample: when .Ei^ivts the I^roconful had or-

ercd him to be crucitied at Patras a city of

chaia, the citizens, a great majority of whom
ere Chriftians, would have taken him out of

^rilbn, hut the Apoftle pra^liiing, what he al-

ways taught, obedience to the ruling power,

IR'ould not permit it, and prevailed on them
by his entreaties to delirt from their purpofe ;.

this account is taken from the ads of his Mar-
tvrdom, written by the Friefts and Deacons,

of Achaia who \\'cre prcfent at it, what re-

iource then againft an abuie- of power ? for

injured indi.ifUials humble rcmonllrance, if

that prove intffe6tuala reliance om providence,

prayer and patience :
" Bleffed arc they who-

'* lutfer pcriecution for juftice,. for their*s is the^

" kingdom of Heaven, Math, 5th Chap. 10
*' v." This Icflbn tlie l^rimitive Chriftians had
learnt and reduced to pradice, hence in the great

perfecutions of Nero^ of Dioclejian, of Maxi-
viimis and even of Julian the Apoftate, wc
don't read of any rcHftancc made by that m-
calculable number of Chrillians, who were
facrlhced to the relcntlels fury of thele tyrants,

nor do^ we read of anv ad-l: of vencreance ex-

erciled bv their lurvivinsr friends. Was it

u'ant of power or means ? No, their numbers
were formidable r " We are but fnice yeftcr-

" day, faid Tcrntllien in his apology Book '2:

" and we fill all your places, your towns, your
" illes, your caflrle?, your forts, your councils,
"• your camps, your tribes, your troops, your-

" palace


