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my crime! ; the more than common abilities of the A'ttdrncy

General having converted a penal ftatute into a bill of rights.

One vt'ould think the gentleman in poffeflion of the philofo-

pher's ftone ; or . that he was nearly related to thofe deep
geniufes in Swift's flying ifland, whom Gulliver found beat-

ing marble blocks into downy pillows !

My office as paftor of a diflenting congregation, cannot,

except to ferve a particular purpofe, be called an exclufive

franchife i it is an article of common liberty, and if an in-

formation quo warranto Ires^againft irte, for exercifirtg all or

any of its duties, it would equally lie againft a fhopkeeper

for ferving behind his counter, without royal grant, legal

warrant, &c. . „
But it may be f.ild with propriety, " It is of great confc-

quence to have authenticated rcgifters of births, marriages,

and deaths j" and the truth of this is granted *, whilft with

equal reafon, we afleft, that, all denominations of religion

ought to enjoy like privilege in this refpedt ; and that the

regifters of a Diflenting Minifter, depollted in the court of

archieves, are equally acceffible, good, and fecure, with thofe

of a Diocefan Bifliop.

.
Before I proceed to fpeak on the informal, oppreflive mod^i

in which this procefs was condudled, I would give fome gen-

eral hints to diflenting minifters of the gofpel in the Prov-

ince, who are or may be pelrfecuted under colour of the regif-

tcr aft.

It is your duty, brethren, if you have a congregation ever

fo fmall, to prepare regifl:ers according to the above aft, nnU

tp prefent them to a Judge of the Court of King's Bench for

fignature ; in which, by wholefome la\V, you are holden to

enregifter all baptifms, marriages, and burials by you per-

formed. If the judges refufe to fign your rcgifters, you
have done your legal duty, while they break the law ; and

you and your congregations remain on the fame footing at

before the pafling of the aft, your aftions being neither more
nor lefs valid or lawful. No line can or will be levied on
you for an unavoidable difobcdience •, you need not therefore,

as fome of you do, crofs the line loparatin*^ the dominions

of the King from the United States, to perform Liptifms, 8ci-.

The having figned reglfters being a dcfirable objoft for

your congregations, you ought to prepare and prefent to the

Supreme Court of Appeals, a petition for a mandamus to be

iflucd againft one of the judges, *.l:retiing hi'n to fign your

rogiltcrs. Much cli\mour bein;;- r;;iil*d againit the validity


