
SETTLEMENTS IN AMERICA.

tbe neccfTity of abandoning all thofc tracts of

land which induftryand ad\ivity have under-

taken to clear. This is aflually the cafe with
all the natives bordering on the European
fettlements. They keep daily retiring fur-

ther into the woods ; they fall back upon the

Aflenipouals and Hudfon's bay, where they

mufl neceiTarily encroach upon each other,

and in a fliort time mud perifli for want of

fubfiflence.

But before this total deftruftion is brought

about, events of a very ferious nature may
occur. We have not yet forgot the generous

Pondiack. That formidable warrior had
broken with the Biitilhin 1762. Major R.o-

bcrts, who was employed to reconcile him,

fcnt him a prefent of brandy. Some Iroquois,

who were (landing round 'leir chief, lliud-

dcred at the Cght of this liquor. Not doubt-

ing that it was poifoned, they infifted that

he fliould not accept fo fufpicious a prefent.

" How can it be," faid their leader, " that

" a man, who knows my eltcem for him,
** and the fignal fervices I have done him,
*' fliould entertain a thought of taking away
*' my life?*' Saying this, he received and
drank the brandy with a confidence equal to

that of the mod renowned hero of antiquity.

By many inftances of magnanimity fimilar

to this, the eyes of the favage nations had all

been fixed upon Pondiack. His defign was
to
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