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Hi miles loiin-; westward ai;uia \V() have the (Jreat Ooori^^e's bank,
\vitli shoals reachin^^ tlie suii'aer

; a little fnither westward ue
roach the shoals of Nantucket , the \vl\(/ie foniiina- an imiiienso
deposit, following- the ciirvatioii or the coast.

We will now turn from i^eojoi^ical formation to the course of
tliose j^reat currents which <livide and control ocean forces.

By i^lancinn- at Manrv s pliysical chart it will he seen that the
flult Stream, aftir discharuin<;- it« hrattMJ watei- tlij-ouo-h the chan-
iu-l tormrd hy th.> coast of Florida (^-ii tht^ one side and Cul)a and
th( Bahamas on the othei-. follows the trend of the American
coast northward until approaching' the shoals of Nantucket where
it swerves to tlu; N. K., passing- south of Sahle Island to the tail

of the i^-reat hank of Newfoutidland, and tlien stietehini;- over to

Euro})e in a dr.e east diix'ction.

In oppo.*;iti(jn to this wc have the cold icedaden current of the
"north, one porti(.n of which after leavino- the Aictic ocean, passes

southward aloii!^ the eastern coast of (Jreeidand wIkmc, heini,'

joined by another branch comiuo- from Batfin's liay and Davis
Strait, it passes along' the coasts of Labrador and Newfoundland
to the great banks, ^vhere it is met by the northern edge of the
Gulf Stream.

At this p(/int a division of the polar current takes plac(\ One
portion, from its gi-eater density, sinks below tlu" vrarm current of

the Gulf Stream, and continut.'s its course southward as a sub-

marine current.

The other portion of tlie polar current, where it iir.pinges on
the Gulf Stream at the Great baidv, becomes detii'cted t(Whe
westw^ard partially by contact with the Great bank, and in its

course its nortliern edo-(; sweeps around Gai)e Race int(j St.

Marys and tlie other bays north until losing its momentmn it

falls back and joins the main body of the current. This portion,

sweeping around and into those bays, is commoidy culled the

indraught by mariners, and to it b'eing accelerated by certain

storms may be attributed the loss of the Cedar Grove at Canso
and the Groniwell boats and the Hanoverian at Cape Race.

The southern edge interlaces tlie Gulf StrerMu and carries west-

ern bound vessels at such a rate as frequently leads mariners to


