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the fiHherios. While this is so witli regard to tins general question of fi«h-

erieH, the place that Canada occu[>ie8 in this department of the supply of

human food is very significant, hecause she owns the largest and the richest

fisheries in the world. As my friend, the Hon. Pktku Mitchkll, sajs, "The
groat variety and superior quality of the tish products of the seaan«l inland

Avaters of Canada afford a nutritions and economic food, admirably adapted

to the domestic wants of a mixed and lahorious population. The prolific

nature of the waters adjacent to Canada, and the convenience of their uu;

disturbed use, make the Boa and inland fisheries on this continent of i)ecu-

liar value." Did you ever realize the vast stretches of coast line of which

Canada controls the fisheries? Bounded as the Dominion is by throe

oceans it has besides its numerous inland seas over 5,500 miles of sea coa'it,

washed by waters abounding in the most valuable fishes of all kinds. The

older provinces of the Coufi^deration have 2,500 miles of sea coast and in-

land seas, while the sea coast of British Columbia alone is over 3,000 miles

in extent. The teeming waters of these possessions must be reckoned as

national property, richer and more perpetual than anr mere estimate in

money can express. But not only in the matter of extent of sea coast lino

and territory has Canada larger fisheries than all other countries in the

world, but in the extreme northern location which she occupies she

poss^'esses an advantage Avhich is of immense value. This advantage is

that the fish are better in the northern climates than in the southern cli-

mates, and not only are the fish better and more solid in the northern

climates, but the supply of fish food is, owing to the extreme northern

location, something enormous. Mr. Harvey, in his history of Newfound-

land, says "that the arctic currents which wash the coaot of Labrador,

Newfoundland and Canada, chilling the atmosphere, and bearing on its

bosom hugh ice argosies, is the source of the vast fish wealth which has

been drawn on for ages, and which promises to continue for ages to come.

Wanting this cold river in the ocean the cod, seals, herring, mackerel,

halibiit and numerous other tish which now crowd the northern seas would

be entirely absent. The great fishing interests are just as dependent upon

this arctic current as are the farming interests on the rain and sunshine

which ripen the crop." Professor Hind says, "the arctic seas, and the great

rivers which they send forth, swarm with minute forms of life, consti-

tuting in many places a living mass,—a vast ocean of living slime. The
all-pervading life which exists there aflFords the true solution of the problem

which has so often presented itself to those investigating deep sea fisheries,

viz ; the source of food which gives sustenance to the countless millions of

fish that swarm upon the coasts of the Dominion." Another writer, Dr.

Brown, has shown that the presence of this slime, spread over 100,000 square

miles, "provides food for millions of birds that frequent the arctic seas in

the summer, and furnishes sustenance to the largest marine animals the

year round." Another writer, Mr. Sheriff Joncas, of Gaspe, the clever con-

tributor to the literature of the British Association, says :
" By far the la-gest

area ofthis cold water subtends the coasts ofthe Piitish American Provinces

within the 100 fathom line of soundings. It is computed that while the
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