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Another form in use was the Proprietary. Largo tracts werff

sometimes j;^rantod to one or more individuals, who sold the

lands, governed the inhabitants hy whatever laws they pleased,

and in fact exercised complete civil and political power ander

the inspection and control of the Crown. This was the method

adopted in Maryland, Ptrnnsylvania, New Jersey, and thu

Carolinas.

Uelkness, in speaking of the Royal governments, says, •* had

such a simple form of government been more generally adopted,

and perseveringly adhered to, and aduiinisterrd only hy the

most delicate hands, it rni'^ht have served hetter than any

other, to perpetuate the depcndance of the colonies u[»on the

British Crown."

The result of the Charter governments was pure democrucy.

rJut here we njust take into con«;iderat}on the social conditioo

of the inhabitants at the period of their emigration. They

eame to an imcultivated country with onn eomnjon object in

view—to avoid persecution. They brou^'ht with llioni ihrir

wives, their families, and their property. Their reiigiiui-*

forms of worship were already established ; and, at the monuMit

of their landing on the eoM and barren shore, which was to be

llieir future home, they pos);f'ssed political institutions and civ iJ

liberty. They were, either from their original condifii \ tr

from the necessity of their common interest, nearly oti nu

(!(|iuility with respect to property, being obliged to divide and

parcel out the land, which was at first held in cotnmon. To
bring his share into cultivation all the exertions of the owner

were necessary, and *' it may fairly be said," that this act of

parcelling out the land " (ixed the future form and frame of

the government." IJy the laws, estates were rendered divi-

sible among sons and daughters, the exclusive claim of any

one heir being disregarded. In this manner the tendency of

property to accumulate in the hands of individuals was de*^-

troyed. As there were no lands yielding rents, and no tenants,

there could be no aristocracy : since " land is the basis of an

aristocracy, which clingf) to the soil that supports it ; for it is

not by privileges alone, nor by birth, but by landed property


