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Copy of a Letter from Mr» IL IVynkoopy of Verdm Hoff,

Bucks County y Pennfylvaniay iph Augufty 1787, to the

Prefident of the Agricultural Society at Philadelphia,

C( S I R,

« CONVINCED of the utility of the Plaftcr of Paris as a grafs

manure, I communicate to you for the information of the fociety,

an experiment which I lately made. In the month of March laft,

as foon as the fnow was off the ground, and fo fettled as to bear

walking upon the furface, I fpread eight buftiels of the Plafter of

Paris upon two and a half acres of wheat ftubble ground, which
had been fown the fpring before (in common with the reft of the

field) with about two pounds of red clover feed for paflurej this

fpot yielded about the middle of June five tons of hay. A fmall

piece of ground within the enclofure, and of fimilar quality, hav-
been left unfpread with the Plafter, afforded an opportunity ofin

diitinguifhing theefte^ls of plafter of Paris as a manure ; for from
the produce of the latter, there was good reafon to judge that my
piece of clover, without die affiftance of the plafter, might have

yielded one and a half tons of hay ; fo that the eight bufhels of the

pulverized ftone muft have occafioned an increafe of three and a

half tons of hay upon two and a half acres of ground, in addition

to which it is now covered, to appearance, with between two and
three tons fit for the fcythe. This foil has been in courfe of til-

lage about fifty years, and never had any dung or manure upon it,

but yet was what might be called good wheat land. As the efFedls

of the plafter were thus powerful upon fuch kind of ground, there

is good reafon to conclude they would be much greater upon a
foil previoufly manured. '
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With due refpe£l, I am, &c.
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: (Signed) :

To the Prefident of the Agricultural

Society in Philadelphia.
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HENRY WYNKOOP."
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