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who have held that [ cannot have a court-mar-

tial to vindicate m3^felf to my profeffion ; and
who have done all they could do, to prevent

me from vindicating myfelf to my country

by a parliamentary enquiry ; are now very

fyftematically defirous of burying my inno-

cence and their own guilt, in the prifons of

the enemy, and of removing, in my perfon,

to the other fide of the Atlantic Ocean, the

means of renewing parliamentary proceedings

which they have reafon to dread.

Thofe extraordinary attempts to opprefs in

my perfon the rights of all fubjeds, and to

pervert every idea of military obedience,

by directing it, not to the fcrvice of the pu-

blic, but the ruin of officers, juftified me to my
own confcience, in the part I took under the

conditional order, referred to in your letter.

I found the fame inward jufiification in requi-

ring in the moft public manner, at the clofe

of the late feffion of parliament, a clear, pe-

remptory order, in cafe the minifters perfeve-

red in their intention of refurrendering me to

the enemy. - , : k.? .

I have received no order ; had an order been

fent to me framed in any manner that I could

have afted upon it confiftently with the exi-

f^ence of character ; I might have made a pro-

teft againft the precedent, [ might have en-

quired of you. Sir, by what probable means

in the prefcnt pofture of affairs it was to be

executed. But in deference to the King's

J name,


