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fixty cannoneers, and more troops were expeded

;

the miniftry were well affured ^ that notwith-

ftanding this mighty warlike preparation, he

could not learn that they were taking any ftep$

to encreafe iht'wJJAppin^ at Calais^ which at that

time was very confiderable : that the pretended

flat-bottomed boats were only pontoons of a new
conftrudtion *, made eafy for ftowage in a (hip

:

that the reports of the arrival of flat-bottomed

boats at Dunkirk and (^Mais ^txtfalfe '', there

being only forty-eight veflels of diflx;rent fizes

and nations in thofe ports : that part of the

troops afl!embling were defigned to embark for

Canada '
: that an expedition againft England

could not be near at hand, becaufe there mufl:be

time for the arrival of artillery ""
: and that there

could be no trujl given to the French reports "

:

that the bombs, ^c. arrived at Calais were laid

up** 5 the talk of an invafion diminiflied and dif-

couraged by the court ; and tl\at fince the requi-

fltion ofthe Heffians and Dutch^ and other wife

meafures taken by the Britijh court, perfons of

rank, who expeded to be employed in that expe-

dition, grew every day more uneafy, and doubtful

whether it would be attempted •*
: that there were

on the jth o^ March no more iifhing boats at

^ See Mr. Barnha:n^s\tit.evtQ Mr. Amycmd^ March loth,

jecelved Af<r/r£-Z> nth.
' Letter to Lord Holdernefs^ March 7th. > ^ Ibid.

^ Ibid. March 9th. "^ Ibid. March 14th and 15th.

« |Ud. March <8th. « Ibid. p Ibid. March ift.
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