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fince ,wc have had any Laws for the Maintenance gf
the Poor, the Jafliccs of Peace have had a Poww^
of amemling the kates, and. rjiidr^fiirig any Con)T«
plaints of the Inequality of fuch AflclSnents io Pa-
riflies i but 'tis of late only that they* have afllimed s^

Power oi altering the Poor Rates without any Com-
plaint at all, of putting in and ftriking out whom.
they pleated in an Eledlion-Year, in order to diP-.

qualify fome Pcrfons who had a right to vote in .

Boroughs, and afford a j^retence to qualify others
.

who had nonej that fo Members-miabt bei returned,

who otherwife never would have been cnofen * a
Pradice which if it once beooroes general, (as na
Iniquity does at once, tliOugh fure to become fo> if!

it carries its Point* and pafles with Jmpunity,) will

put the EIe(5i:ions of all the Boroughs of England^

where Scot and Lotmen have Votes, in the Power,

of Juftices of the teace, and be the utter Ruin
of our Cpnftitution. Every Body knows

^

the dan-

gerous Powers put into their Hands by the Riot-,

A6V, and that which carries for its plaufible Tide, ^ft

/I5f for indemnifying Perfons, who have been guiUy of .

Offences againft the Lawsy made for fecuring the Re- *

venues of Cufioms and Excife^ &c. This Anfwer is,

already drawn out to a greater Length than I ex-,

pcdiedjand therefore I Ihall not offer to reprefent the. .

Confequences of thefc, nqr enumerate a great many
A<5ts, which otherwife are very fit to be confidered^.

,

But let any thinking Man reflcfl feriouQy on th&

prodigious Number of Penal Laws made, for the

Security of the Government, or on other Accounts .

and Pretences, fincc the Revolution ; and the mul-,

titude of Taxes that have been laid fince that Time-
upon Windows, upon all excifeable and other Com-
Aiodides ; and an enormous AccefRon of Power,

and Influence over all Ranks and Orders of Men,
by putting the Exection of all thcfe into their,

Hands, hath accrued to the Juftices of Peace ; let
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