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O FESTOT I LAND.
STOTI LAND,at under tbat name we comprehend 'thofc Regions of Mexitunk,

which lie mod towards the Nonh .and Eaft ; hath on the EaO, the main Occan^ on tlw

South, CanatU, or Novs Francia ; on the Weft, feme unknown TraA not yet difcovered

:

and on the North, aBay.orlnletofthe StA ^cMti Hudfons Stnits , and called fo Irom

Htnrj Hnifon an Englijh-mm ; who by this way endeavoured to finde oat a more commo-

dious and quick palTage to Cathaj tnd China , than bad been Ibrinerly diicovered. It comprehends.

I . Efiotiland fpecially Co called. 2. Terra CortPrialis. 3 . Nm-f*Hndland, and 4. the Illes of Bacal.m.

I. And firft£/70/i/W,rpeciallyrocalled,is the moft Northern Region on theEaft-fide of America,

lying betwixt Hmi^ohs Streits on the North > and Terra CorterialU , On the South. The foyi fufficitntly

enriched with natural endowments, faid to have in it Mines of Gold and other Metals; but I doubt it

lieth too much North for Cold , whatfoevcr it may do for BrafTe and Iron. The propic rude and void

of goodnefte ; naked, notwithftanding the cxtream cold oftheCountrey ; not havmg cither the wit, or

the care to cover their bodies with the skiAs ofthole Beafts, which tbev kill by hunting ; thout^h their bel-

lies teach them to keep life by the flefh thereof, Said by the firft Difcovercrs to fow Corn , to make Beer,

or Ale, and to have many Barki oftheir own with which they traded mtoGroenlMci; as alfo to have

m.iny C^icies and Caftles, fome Temples confccrate to their Idols , where they firfl f:icrificed men , and

after eat them. The Language which they fpake, expreffed in Charters of their own ; but feme know-

ledge of the Latine tongue there bad been amongft them, and Laiine books in the Library ofone of their

Kings, ui iderftooc by few.

Such wetc die Reports made of this Countrey by the firft Difcovereri , who were certain FtPjermen oi

Frtttland , Qi\\ by a Tempeft on this Coafl about the year 1350. Six ofthem only got on Land , where

dii died fave one : who after a long wandring from one Princes Court to another, found means to return

into his own Countrey : the King whereof called Zichnmi , being a great Adventurer in the feats of

Arms
,
prepared for the further Difcovery and Conqucft of it. Animated thereunto by the opportune

coming oiNicolo and Antonio Zeui , two noble Gentlemen of yenice : who defiring to fee the faftiiont

of theWorld , furniflied a (hip at their own charges, and palling the Streits of (7i^r4/f<<r held their

courfe northward , with an intent to fct England and F/anders. But driven by tempeft on this lland.

All. 1 380. they were kindly welcomed by the King , then newly profperous in a War againft tbofe of

Norway : who liked Nicoio fo well , that be gave him a command in his Navie , and under liis good con-«

dud woon many Hands, difcovered Groen-land, and provided for the conquefi of EflotiUnd alfo. Uuc

NicoU in the mean time dying, the bufinefle was purfued by his brother Antonio , the King in pctlon ma-

king one in the undertaking -.who liked the Countrey fo well, being once pofTefted of ir, that he built a

Cicie in it ; and there determiiting to fpend the reft of hisdayes, fcnt back AntonieMTAo Frecdand, with

the tpoft of his people.

This isthefubftanceofthe ftory of the firft Difcovery, pubiilhed long fincebyone Francifco Mar-
ctllino , out ofthe Letters ofthe Zeni : which had they been confidcred of as they might have been , we
had not fo long wanted the acquaintance ofthis part ofthe World. But whether it ,vere that their re-

ports were efteemed as fabulous by the States of fwroff, or that the time was not yet ripe tor this great

Difcovery ; there was nothing done in purfuanceof it : Zichumi never going back to his own Countrey,

and Frcedand not long after conquered by the Kings c '.Norway- So tbat the Knowledge of it was quite

loft again, till thefe later dayes. Said in tbe Letters ofthe Zeni, to be well ftored with Fowl.and the bggs

ofBirds, which they found there for th:irrefre(hing:tbe Haven where they landed , to be called Cafe

Trtni the people to be of fmall Stature, fearfull, and to hide themfelves in Caves, at tbe ftgbt of ttie

Frecdanders ;thitlhttewis d Mountain alwayes burning, or cafting fmoak ; together wi'h a certain

Spring , whence iffued a water as black as Pitch ; biit no fuch Cities, Forts, and Temples,as the Fijher- man
fpake of. The Countrey Weft from Freedand i coo miles.

To give you the face of it as it ftands at the prefeat, it is faid to be well cultivated, fruitfull of all necef-

faries for the life of man, and rich in metals , but extream cold : watered with four Rivers , which riling

out ofan high Mountain in the midft ofthe Countrey, difperfe themfelves over all parts of it. The peo-

ple faid to be more ingenious , of better judgements, and more skilled in moft Medanick^^m, than the

reft ofthe Americans were at the firft Difcbvery ; which argueth fome more civil people to have beca

formerly amongft them. Their Garments of the skins of beafts, or Sea-Calves i with which alfo they

covered the out-fide oftheir Boats, to keep out the water, and make them able to endure the Sea. What
Towns they have, and whether the name ofCape7"W« be ftill iem.iiniog, I am not able to difcover ; this

Countrey lying ftill for the moft part hidden in a Northerh Mifi. All wc can fay, is, that forae hugli/b

names have been impofed of late, on fome Capes and Promontories, lying on the Northern (hores hereof
toward- HnafoHs Streits, by Hndfon and fuch others ofthe Englifi Nation who purfued that enterprife.

Ofvvh .h fort are fr/Wf Hf«)-/s /"oj-f/W, towards the Ealf, aljiioft at the entries oUholi Smits : and
tlwn proceeding towards the Weft, Cape Cknh, Kings Foreland - and lafl of all Cape nxlslcnkim.w the

end thereof , where thefe Stieits open into a large and capacious Bay, called HKajms F,>i\. but ot thefe

mot: pHfticularly in another place ; where we endeavour the Difcovery of fuch p.uts ot t!it w orld a:- ait

yet imkmtwn, ffld fo within the corapalTe of a Terra incognita.
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