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from a person of that ranlc and quality. He wonder-

ed to see me so much altered, being lean, tired, and

tanned. He carried me to his own house, where I

continued twelve days to refresh myself. He forbade

all his servants to give me any thing to eat, lest I

should fall sick if left to my own discretion after so

long hardships ; and gave me himself what he

thought best.

When I desired his permission to go to Quebec,

he appointed two of his guards, who understood ve-

ry well to manage a canoe, to carry me thither,

where the provincial commissary of the Recollects

ordered me to return to Kurope,
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An Account ofMr. la Salle '^ undertaking to dis-

cover the River MISSISIPPI, by way of the

Gulph of Mexico. By Father Lewis Hen-
nepin.

MR. Robert Cavalier de la Salle was a person

qualifitd for the greatest undertakings, and may be

justly ranked amongst the most famous travellers

that ever were. This will appear to whomsoever

will consider that he spent liis own estate about the

greatest, most important, and most perilous discove-

ry that has been yet made. His design was to find

out a passage from the northern to the south sea

without crossing the line, which a great many have

hitherto sought in vain. The river Missisippi does

not indeed run that way ; but he was in hopes by

means of that liver to discover some other river


