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letter. Surely, then, it oughi. to liavc some biud-

ma; iiifluciiee on tlie Democrats in this House.
Ill re'j;;\rd to this measure of notice now l)t;fore

the eomniittee, I presume it will pass in some form
by !i lar,L;e majoruy. Gentlemen doubtless are ae-

tuated by diflVrcnt motives: some, probably, will

vote for it with a view to expedite negoiiaiions;

others, because the abro^j^alion of ihc convention
will remove an obstacle tiiat now prevents the

adoption of important measures for the occupation
of Ore:;on. Per one, I should prefer that those

who are for com]iromisi m at lalitmle 41)^ would
not vote for the notiei; at ;ul. I should consider it

one of the irrealest calamities should the boundary
be finally fixed at that line. Before I close my
remarks, I shall touch on this subject ay;ain.

Miudi has been said about our sleepina; on our
riL:;hts for thirty years. Because, in 1818, 18i24,

and If'X, jiroposilions had been made on our part

to scttl(! the controversy by ado|Hin2; the forty-

ninth degree, gentlemen siqipose thai we are bound
to abide by those olFcrs now. But the circum-
stances are very difTcreut now from what they were
thirty years ago. The value of the country was
not then fully known. Lei me ask gentlemen
from New England what they used to think about
Illinois, and other western States, twenty years
since ? I>id they not then consider it a far-oiV coun-
try, of little value, and inhabited by scmi-bar'ia-
rians? Aot half the acts of barbarity and cruelty
have been perpetrated in Texas and Oregon, which
were charged as having been connnitted in the

valley of the r^Tississippi. _ The people of the East

,and they l)elievcdthen knew nothing of the West
ihc thousand fiibtdous tales related of western bar
barity. There is a vast dill'erence now. The
value of tlic Mississippi valley is now properly
appreciated. The change on the east side of the
mountains is not greater than that wliich has taken
place, to the west of them. At that time the value
of Oregon was not known, its advantages were not
appreciated. It was not then known that it was
possible to open a communication by land from
the Atlantic, to the shores of the Pacific. The ne-
gotial(n-son our side were willing: to part with that
on easy terms with the value of which they were
not ac(|uainted. These considerations, whicli were
then all-powerful, do not ojierate now. Great
Britain rejected these oilers; and we are not now
bound by what we otVered then.
This question of title should be settled. We owe

It lo otn- settlers in Ori;;(m, and to those who are
prejiariug to go there. Thousands are making-
preparations to go to tha.t eountrv, with tin' full

belief that it is ours as far north'as C)P 4(i', and
that our Government will as.scrt and maintain that
right. Does any one liebevc that many of those
wlio have souv, and who are preparinii- to go,
would do so, if they sujiposed that the ciuintry

, tory speedily woi
was to be divideil between our Government and
Great Britain r— the one Government on the north
side of the (.'olunibia river, and the other on the
south side' .Such a state of lliinus would, sooner
or later, inevitably lead lo diiliculties and disturb-
ances wliich would end in a war lietwee'ii the two
countries. Then, sir, if war must come in the set-

tlement of this ([uestion, it is latter that it come
now than later.

Mr. Chiiirman, I am o;>po-:ed to w.ir-. 1 depre-

cate it; I consider it as a relic of the dark ages

Would to God there was some otlier way of sei-

tliiiir the disputes of nations. But this is the man-

ner in which we are sometimes forced lo defend

our ri;.''hts. \/hile 1 deprecate war as an enormous

and a terrible evil, 1 do not consider it the greatest

of evils. To what do we owe our present system

of Government.' IIow has our repul)lic attained

to its present magnitude r Is it not the result ol

war.' Had our fathers tamely submitt( d to the ex-

actions of Great Britain, what would now have

been our condition .' They made greater sacrifices

for freedom than we are now called on to make for

Oregon. For liberty, tliey y)ledged their lives, their

fortunes, and their sacred honor. All was jeoparded

freely for liberty, and for the possession of a com-

iiaratively steril strip of land, not near so fertile or

valuable as Oregon.

How long could peace be maintained, if our citi-

zens were to settle on one side of the Columbia and

British sulijects on the other .side .' I ask gentle-

men to reflect on the probable conse(|uenc.es of such

a state of thintjs. But, in reply, I hear it asked,

how have we maintained peace for so many years

on the Canada frontier.' There is no parallel be-

tween the two cases. The one country is hardly

worth )insse.ssing, much less fighting for; and yet

how often have the most ihreatening diificulties

arisen .' And how will it be in Oregon twenty years

hence, when its population will consist of millions,

instead of the handful of peo]ile who are sparsely

scattered throuiijh it now.' Can srentlenien su))pose

that two nations, such as England and the United

States, can occupy so important an extent of coast,

and a country that will some day show the largest

cities in the world, without dantrer of collision r

Collisi(m is as iiievitiil)leas that nii;-ht follows day.

It will come: the spirit of our people will lead them

rather to court it. Canada will one day come into

this Union; and California, in time, will belong to

this Government. This is destined t(i be an "ocean-

bound republic." Yet I would not sanction tlu'

takins: of any stc'p which Is not perfectly consistent

with the observance of good faith. Bui this coun-

try must ccnne to us in the very nature of thiiiiis.

All I ask now is, that Congress shall extend our

own laws over our own territory—a territory whicii

seven-eiiihths of the peojile believe to be ours.

We have heard stated, with much humor, what

constitutes a " masterly inactivity." I will not say

that all who are ojiposed to this notice are in favor

of s)(f/i a " masterly inaclivily" as that described

with so much force and efiTi'ct by the honorabit

I

uentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Stakkweatiii-.r:| but

I

I will say, that if gentlemen would use the same

I

mnsterhj'udh'ihi in defending our right lo Oregon
! as is manil'ested in obtaininu the floor to talk about

it, the battle woulil be nobly fcnight, and the vie

1. A corpm-al's iiuard of British

subjects woiild not be found in OreiiDii after the

exi>iration of the twelve mmiths' notice.

I will hero read an extract fnnn the sjieech ol'

the irentleman from Virginia. [Mr. Bavi.v.] lie

says:

"The British attach no importance lo Oregon,
' except fin- the purpo.sc of tarrying on the fur-

' trade. That is in a rapid di-cline, and when it
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