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the liUituile and longiluile of its mouth anil of ila source. Duphcutcs of this decla-

ration, and of the statements of tluir urcounls, and of the journal of tlicir potccd-

luRH, shall ho delivered hy tiieni to the agent of Uin Britannic MujeHly, and to Ihc

a','ent of Iho United States, who may be ronpej lively ajipointcd and authorized to

inanaRC the buHiiiess on behalf uf their respeelivc (iovermnrnts. And both parties

Hurie to consider sueii decision as final and concluaive, so as that the same shall

never thereafter be called into (JUC^tion, or made the mbjcct of dispute or ditlercncc

between them."

Now, sir, till se coniniLssioncis or arltiiiators were to decide

a iiue-sUon wliicli involved tlin right to a laigu and valuable

portion ol"tlie territory oTllie State ol' AJaine ; and under iheir

deciaion, wincli was not called in qnesiion by Great Britain,

Maine now holds that territury. So hkewise, under the fourtli

article of the treaty of peace concluded at Cihent in 1S14, our

right to certain islands in the Bay ol Passamaquoddy was sub-

mitted to arbitration. That article is as follows

:

•• Whereas it was stipulated by the second nnicie of the treaty of peace of 178.1,

between his Dritaniiii; Majesty and the United Slates of America, that the boundary

of the United States should comprehend all islands within twenty leagues of any
part of the shores of the I'liitcd Slates, and lying between lines to be drawn due
cast from the points wliere the aforesaid boundaries between Nova Scotia on the

one part and East Florida on the other, shall respectively touch the Bay of Fundy
and the Atlantic ocean, excepting such islands as now are, or heretofore have been,

within the limits of Nova Scotia: And whereas the several islands in the Bay of

Pasi-ainaquoddy, whidi is part of the Bay of Fundy, and the islaiiu of Mcnoar, in the

said Bay of Fundy, arc claimed by the United Stales as being comj)rehcnded within

their aforesaid boundaries, which said islands are claimed as belonging to his Bri-

tainiic Majesty, as having been at the time of and previous to the aforesaid treaty of

ITS.T within the limits of the Province of Nova Scotia: In order, therefore, finally

to decide upon these claims, it is agreed that it sliall \k referred to two commis-
sioners, to be appointed in the followiu'^' manner, viz: one commissioner shall bi^

appointed by his Britannic Majesty, and one by the Prcoident of the United Slates,

by and with the consent of the Senate thereof, and the ;iaid two commissioners so

appointed shall be sworn impartiullt/ lo tx'iiniiie and decide upnutlic miid claiinn

Krcordiiig to f^ttc/i evidence ax f^hall he laid hifore llicm on the j urf of hin Brilan-

nlc Ma/'esli/ and »f the Uniffd tStolcs, rcspulivthf. 'J"hc said commissioners shall

meet at Saint Andrew's, in the Province of New Brunswick, and shall have power
to adjourn to such other place or places as they shall think lit. 'i'he said commis-
sioners shall, by a declaration or report under their hands and .seals, decide to

which of the two contracting [lartics the several islands aforesaid do respectively

belong, in conformity with the true intent of the said trcHty of peace of I7H.'J. And,
if the said cominissiioners shall agree in iheir decision, both parties .shall consider such

decision as tinal and conclusive. It is further agreed that, in the event of the two
commissioners dillering upon all or any of the matters referred to them, or in the event

of both or either of said commissioners refusing or declining, or wilfully omitting to

act as such, they shall make, jointly or separately, a report or reports, as well to

the tJoverinneiit of his Britannic Majesty as that of the United States, stating in

detail the points on which they ditler, and the grounds upon which their respective

opinions have been formed, or Ihc grounds on which they or either of them have
so refused, declined, or omitted to act. And his Britannic Majesty and the Gov-
ernment of the United States hereby agree to refer the report or reports of the said

commissiuncrs to some friendly Sovereign or State, to be then named for that pur-
pose, and who shall be requested to decide upon the dilferences which may be stated

nt the said report or reports, or upon the report of one commissioner, together with


