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iiized to till'

res of extt'ii-

sivf^ uso : the Catawba, the ( 'hcroki' did that whiih ho assumed to iiidudi' in a lOiiimoii

ni iuiii. both the Muskhogi'e and the C'hoitaw. * liiit besides those, six wi'll ascertained

hiuuuages of smaller tribes, ineluding those of the I'ehees and the Natchez, appear to

II riiand separate rero<riiitioii. Their reiiioii dillers essentially Irom those over whieh the

AliioiKjuiii and Iroquois v>ar-parties raiured at will. It is broken up by broad river chaii-

iiils, and intersoited by impenetrable swamps ; and has thus adbrded refuge for the rem-

nants of eonquarrd tribes, and for the preservation of distiiiet lansruau'os araoim' sniflll t)ands

if refuu'ees.

When the Oliio valley was (ir.st explored it was uninhabited ; and in the latter part

nltlie seventeenth eeiitury the whole re<>ion extending from Lake Erie to tlie Teiuiessei'

liver was an uiipeoiiled desi^rt. But the C'herokees weri^ in the oi'iujiation of their territory

wlieii iirst visited by De Soto in 1.540 ; and they are deseribed by lieitram in 177-), with

their great council house, capable of accommodating several hundreds, ereited mi the

Miiiimit of one of the large mouuds, in their town of ('owe, on the Taiiase river, in Florida.

Hut Bertram adds :
" This inonnd on which the rotunda stands, is of a much alicieiiter

ilate tliali the l)uildiiig, and perhaps was raised for another purpose. The Cherokees

.lieinselves are as ignorant as we are, by wliat people, or lor what purpose, these arlilicial

hills were raised.'' t ll would, indceil. no more occur to those wanderers into the deserted

! tiions of the ilouiid-builders to in(piire into the origin of their mounds, than into that of

till' Alleghany mountains.

if then it is probable that we thus recover some <'luo to the identity of the vanished

lice of theOhio valley : the very desiiination olthc river is a memorial of their Mipplaiiters.

The Ohio is an Iroquois name uivcii to the river of the Alleghans by that indomitalile race

III savage Wiirriw's who eifectually counteracted the i)laiis of l'"raiiee, under her greatest

laoiiarehs, for the settlement of the new world. Their historian, the late Hon. 1.,. II.

Morgan, remarks of the Iroquois :
'' They acljieved Ibr themselves a more remarkable civil

nrganisation, and acquired a hiiiher degree of inllueiice, than any other raci' of Indian

lineage except those of Mexico and Peru. In the drama of European colonization, tlicv

Mood, for nearly two centuries, with an unshaken front, against the devastations of war,

till' blighting inlluence of foreiu-ii intercourse, and the still more fatal emroaehments of a

listless and advaiiciiiL!' border population. Under their federal system, theIro(juois llourishcd

111 indepi'iidence, and capable of self-iirotectioii, loim' after the New England and Viriiiiiia

I aces had surrendered their jurisdictions, and fallen into the condition of dependent nations
;

:iiid they now stand forth ujioii the canvas of Indian history, prominent alike for the

wisdom of their civil institutions, their sagacity in the administration of the league, and

llieir ((nirageiii its defence." J But tocharacterise the elements of combined act ion among the

Six Nation Indians as wise civil institutions ; or tou.se such terms as league and federal system

111 the sense in which they are employed by the historian of the Irociuois ; is to suggest

iissociations that are illusory. AVith all the romance attached to the League of the Ilodeno-

>auneega, they were to the last mere savages. When the treaty which initiated the great

league was entered into liy its two oldest members, t lie Mohawks and the Oiicidas. the
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