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severe fire of musketry ; and if you over saw straight blan-

kets, you wpuW have seen them there. I fought them at

anchor most of the time ; and we were all much exposed.

I have a ball, which came in close by where I was stand-

ing, and passed through the bulkhead of the wheel room.

We fought them more than an hour, until our wood began
to fail ; and night coming on, we left them, and went to

the prairie. This affair cost them twenty-three killed,

and a proportioAal number of wounded. We had a single

man wounded. The next morning, before we could get

back again, on account of a heavy fog, our whole army
was upon them. We found them at it, and walked in, and
took a hand ourselves. The first shot from the Warrior
laid out three for them. The army had eight or nine kill-

ed, and seventeen wounded, whom we took down with us.

One died on deck last night. I assure you, my friend,

there is no sport in fighting Indians, particularly at this

season of the year, when the grass is so bright. We
broiight down thirty-six women and children, who were
prisoners. We had sixteen regulars, five riflemen, and
twenty of ourselves. There was no small whizzing of

bullets. Every man, and even my cabin boy, fought

well."

The officers of the militia in the vicinity, among whom
General Dodge stood conspicuous, rendered continual and
the most active services in this campaign. Generals Atkin-

son and Scott, of the United State's army, with their com-
mands, hurried vo the scene of action. General Scott,

with a respectable force from the quarters of New York
and the lakes, was unfortunately delayed, and his forces

diminished, by the breaking out of the cholera, in a very
mortal form among them. He at length arrived at the

scene of action ; and his troops being united with those of

General Atkinson and the partisan militia, formed a force

sufficient to look down all opposition. The brave militia

had kept them at bay; but were not in sufficient force to

penetrate into their fastnesses. As soon as they discov-

ered what was their inevitable fate, if forced to a contest,

they attempted to retreat to the vast wildernesses west of

the Mississippi ; and with a well imagined policy, and a
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