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riie Resolution from the Committee on Foreign

AlFnirs, requiring the President to notify Great

Britain of tlie inteniiun of the United Siiiles to

tcrmimUo the joint occupiinry of Oregon, und to

uhromitc tim convcnlion of 1827, being under

conaideralion in Committee of the Whole

—

Mr. RAKEU addressed the committee as fol-

lows:

Mr. Chairman: In expressing the reasons which
induce mc to vote for the I'esoiution under discus-

bion, I slinll comment upon many of the argu-

lits urged by its opixmenus, in a B})irit of free-

doni,Hnd, I trust, of mirness.

In the first place, sir, I consider the American
tide up to 54° 40' virtually conceded in this debate.

Most of those who omiosc the notice affirm the

I'jrritory to be ours. The gentlcm.in from Massa-
'huBctls [Mr. WiNTiiRoi'] lias said he thought it

susceptible of proof in a court of justice. The
l^entleman from Alabama, [Mr. Yanckv,] consider-

ing it ours, is in favor of '' masterly inactivity;"

not to acquire, but to gain, or to keep, what he

admits to be ours. And although there Imve been

some dissentient voices, they have scarcely marred
the harmony and fulness of the admission. It

is true, sir, that the honorable gentleman from
South Carolina [Mr. Hoi.mks] \\>\» denied it, and
so did the, gentleman from Virginia, [Mi. Bati.t;]

but I think, sir, we may safely confide them to

the care of Mr. Calhoun, whose opinions in be-

half of the title of hia own country should, with

them at leant, be w«.ighty, if not conclusivo,

I nm highly gratified, Mr. Chairman, that auch

ia the opinion of lhi> House upon tlie question of

title. It would be strange if it were otherwise.
How does that laim present itself here.' Sir, it

has been maintained not only by the highest au-
thority, but byevcry authority known to our Con-
stitution and our laws. It has been asserted for

more than thirty years; it has been maintained by
our Ambassadors abroad and our Secreta'.ies at
home; by successive Administrations, and by
every Adminiatration; it has been enforced in the
declaration of a general princl, :e, ul' in the decla-

ration of Mr, Monroe, in 182j, "tiia' the Ameri-
can continents arc henceforth not to b. considered
as subjects for fViture colonization by v ' Europe-
an Power;" it ha« been particu'arr/ ?.iid specifi-

cally i-clied on by the President of the United
States in ' is Inaugural Address to the people and
to the world; it has received his earnest and sol-

emn sanction in the late Annual Message to Con-
gress; it has been the subject of long and repeated
negotiation, in every stage of which it has been il-

lustrated and confirmed. Nor, air, has it been left

to presidents or diplomatists: that claim has con-
tributed to change an angry faction into a success-

ful party; and "Oregon and Texas" have immor-
talized Polk and Dallas.

I know, Mr. Chairman, that there have been
some efforts, here and elsewhere, to cast suspicion

upon our title to the whole territory, from the fact

that we have repeatedly offered to compromise
upon the 49lh degree of latitude. It is true,

that we have made this offer three times; it is also

true that it has been three times rejected. And,
sir, it is to be remembered, that whenever we have
done ao, it haa been accompanied with a denial ot
any title in Qreut Britain, and an express dedan-


