
Ilisldiical N< tc*

(1818 to 1846.)

1818.

IN 1P18 nn aftTccmunt was come to ijctwocn tlie Government of His Britannic Hlsioriunl Note.

Majesty anil that of the United States respecting- the botuitlary line between tlie British i8is-ih24.

and United States territories in North-Western America.

It was agreed in suljstancc that for the space extending from the Laico of the Woods

westward to the Rocky (then called the Stony) Mountains, tlic boundary line should be tiie

4'Jtli ])arallel of north latitude.

AVitli respect to any country that might he claimed by either party on the north-

west coast, westward of the Rocky Mountains, it was agreed that for ten years the same

with its harbours and the navigation of its rivers should be free and open to the vessels,

citizens, and subjects of the two Powcns ; witli a proviso that the agreement was not to

prejudice any claim >vhich either party might have to auy part of that country.

This agreement was embodied in a Treaty math' at Fiondon, •JUth October, ISlJs.

The district between the Rocky Mimntains and the Pacific, or part of it, came to be

known as Oregon or the Oregon Territory or district, the name being talien from the

Oregon River, now usually calleil tlio Columbia.

Tlie northern boundary of this district, as it was iu (luostion between the two

r.ovcrnmcnts. was the pi'rallel of 51" 40' north latitude, being the soulhern boundary of

the Russian territory, as recogni/ced by Treaty. The southern boundary was the parallel

o{r2" north latitude, being the northern boinulary of the Spanish territory, as recognized

iiy Treaty.

The British Plenipotentiaries who negotiated the Treaty of 181S acceded to tiie

arrangement relating to the country west of the Rocky Mountains in the hope that by

tluis leaving that country open to the trade of both nations, they substantially secured

every present advantage, while removing all jirospect of immediate collision, without

l>rcc!uding any farther discus.^ion for a definite settlement. In their judgment the

American Plenipotentiaries were not authorized to admit any territorial claim of Great

I'-ritain in that quarter to the southward of the Straits of Fuea, although they would have

consented to leave those straits and the waters connected with them in the po.ssession of

Oreat Britain.

1824.

In 182-i negotiations were resumed for tlie settlement of questions between the two

nations, including the question of the boundary west of the Rocky Mountains.

The British Plenipotentiaries contended for the right of British subjects to make settle-

nients in the disputed territory, a right which they maintained was derived not only irom

discovery, but also from use, occupancy, and settlement. 'I'liey proposed that Article III


