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with this tariff, but to propound some

counter proposition for relieving' the dis-

tress of tlie country. But tlie late Gov-

ernment had expended millions of dol-

lars upon public works which went

directly to the relief of the workingman,

and had, by judicious economy, kept down
the ordinary expenditure, ho that, not-

withstanding the great increase of inter-

est, and the large expenditure in the

North-West, and the post-olHce improve-

ments, the total expenditure exceeded

the Estimates submitted by the present

Finance Minister in 1873 only by two

or three hundred thousand dollars. It

would have been necessary to propose

the imposition of heavier taxes, but he

could not see that the people of the

country would be assisted or relieved in

any way by the imposition of additional

taxation. The present Government pro-

posed to tax the people. The late Min-

ister of Finance thought it better to

run a little into debt, and allow one or

two small deficits to grow, than to im-

pose additional taxation at a time when
the people wei-e least able to bear it,

when the ])eople were already suflering

from depression of business and want of

employment, and he (Mr. Anglin)

thought the jjolicy })nrsued by that gen-

tleman (Mr. Cartwright), was the cor-

rect and ]n'oper jjolicy. With regard to

the cause of the depression, he did not

think it had been shown, as was alleged,

that the late Government was in the

slightest degree responsible for the de-

cline in the revenue. The distress that

existed in this country never

equalled tiie distress existing to

day in England and other countries.

Of the 4,000 or 5,000 bricklayers, car-

pentert., labourers, and others, who came
to St. John after the great fire, he be-

lieved nearly two-thir:is came from the

United States—because that was a

better place than their own country for

workmen, and because wages were bet-

ter. If they wanted any additional pi oof

of the actual state of things in the United

States, the hon. member for Niagara had

furnished it in that statement of a gentle-

man from All)any, which he had I'ead to

the House, to the effect that rail-

roads had gone into bankrujitcy whose
capital amounted to no less than seven

hundred million dollar.s. It was absurd

to 8uj)pose that no manufactures would

have sprung up in the United Stares if

there had been no Protection. We, in

this country, manufactured, in proportion

to our population, more than the people

of the United States. Was it to be sup-

posed that a people of 45,000,000 living

in a country like that, with such variety

of (Climate, unlimited water power,

with the raw material lying at their

doors, would not have become manufac-

turers without Protection'? They had
succeeded, not because of Protection, b't

because of the intelligence and ingenuity

of the people, and their marvellous abil-

ity in inventing machinery, and the

sui)eriority of tJieir shelf hardware,

and various little knick-knacks. It

had been well said by an hon.

gentleman that, of all the classes in this

country, none had suffered less, by ^rv

son 01 the business depression, '^ ni the

manufacturers. Of tl;ose who had become

bankrupt in this country, no class had fur

nished so few as the manufacturing class.

Go to any of our towns and cities, visit

any of their suburbs, and look at the

palatial residences, and three out' of four

of those residences would be found to be-

long to manufacturers. All honour and
all credit to them for their success, but

their success should satisfy them that they,

at all events, were not entitled to receive

lai'ger profits from their business, at the

expense of the working masses of this

country. France had always been held

up as a country which was greatly pros-

])ei'Ous, because it had a high Protection-

ist tariff. France had been more pros-

perous coramerciiilly sin-^e the Cobden
treaty than ever before, and from that

day down to this she had had special

treaties -with her manufacturing neigh-

bours, and had received a large amount
of the manufactures of Great Britain,

Belgium and Holland, and Germany, at

very low rates of duties, as low as 10 per

cent, in many cases. These were the

countries from which she had to fear

competition. She had not much to pro-

tect. She had iron and coal en the Ger-

man frontier, and some coarse cotton,

but, as regarded the finer classes of

manufactures, the fin^ furniture, silk

goods, ribbons, glass, china, and articles

de Paris, besides her extriiordinary pro-

ducts of brandy and wines, it would be

found that, no mattei wba': her tariff was,

I her exports were large, because her peo-


