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resemblance la the handwriting la some
parts, yet la the figures, which are the es-
sential thing to show collusion, there Is not
the slightest resemblance. Yet the bon.
gentleman is able to say witliout a mo-
ment'i hesitatin that they were wril-ten
by the samne hnnd.

Mr. BENNETT. Is there any resemnb-
lance in the handwvriting?

2%r. PIJGSLEY. I said that in some
parts there was some resemblance. But
I have baad a large experience ln court and
my experience tells me that if a man bas a
vivid imagination lie eau see resemblances
la handwritîng specimens thnt one less gif t-
ed would fait to discover. When experts
ln hand-writing desire to find resemblances,
it seemns the easiest thing la the world for
thiem to do so. Tlie resuit of my experi-
ence is that 1 do nt place great relance
on the tests of experts in liandwriting.
With regard to the figures whicli, ns I have
said, are tlie crucial thing, 1 venture to say
that the figures in the two. tenders do not
bear the sliglitest resemblance, nor is there
inything else to indîcate that they were
prepared by the saine person. Now, when
these tenders came to the attention of the
minister lie found that there were tliree
tenders, one froin tlie Owen Sound 'Com-
pany, one froin the Penetanguishene Com-
pany, and one froin the Dominion Dredging
Company, the prices being 57 cents, 53 cents
and 30 cents. Lt was obviously the minis-
ter's duty to accept tue lowest tender. He
accepted the Dominion Dredging ýCompany's
tender, and advised the com.pany of tliat
fact. Tliey baad tendered for other works
on the St. Lawrence and other rivers; and
they informed the mninister that with the
other contracts wbich they baad accepted
and the work tliey baad to do, they would
flot lie able to perforai this work, not liav-
ing a sufflicient dredging plant. And so
they declined to dIo the work at 30 cents.
What better evidence does the lion, gentle-
man want tînt there is nothing la lis state-
ment-which, if not unparliamentary, I
would cuit a reckless statement-that it
is the practice of these companies to com-
bine and secure wliatcver prices they de-
sire from the goveramient, tlian the fact
thnt the Dominion Dredging Company
whidh lie likes to caîl the 'ýStewart iCom-
pany,' because Mr. Stewart happens to be
the son of a member of th'is Hlouse-what
better evidence could lie desire of the lack
of founidation of bis statement than the fact
that when the Dominion Dredging Company
could not do the work, and, la a perfectly
proper manner the minister called for niew
tenders, the company with which Mr. Mac-
kay is connected, wbich, for some reason
that I am not aware of, probably a per-
f ectly good reason baad not tendered hefore,
tendered for 27 cents n cubie yard? So
the country got the work doue at 3 cents

Mr. PUGSLEY.

a cle yard less than the lowest tender,
that of the Dominion Dredging Company,
whieh lie bas so frequently mentioned ln
this Flouse in ternis, certainly, flot c~f the
greateslt respect. Can any fauit lie found
with the minister?-

,Some hon. MDM-\BERS. Six o'clock.
Mr. PUGSIjEY. I would suggest that

tis item be passed-
ýSome lion. MEBR.No, no.
Mr. PUGSLEY. Then, I shall bave some

remarks to make after recess.
At six o'clock, committee tool, reeess.

After Recess.

Commnittee resumed at elght O'ClOCk.
Mr. PUGSL.EY. Just betore recess 1 was

miaking sonie observations ia reply to rny
lion. friend from Simcoe (Mr. Bennett). 1
shall ilot pursue the matter along tbe samne
lunes l)eyond saying this, for I want to lie
as brief as possible. My bon. friend bas
failed to point out that in any single case
thec departmnent bas accepted any other but
the lowest tender; in every case the contract
for dredging wovrk lias heen given to the
lowest tenderer. There have been a few
cases, very few indeed, in which there bias
bceil a failure to perform the contract satis-
factorily on the p)art of certain coinpanies,
in these cases the eontracts bave been givenl
to the next lowest tenderer, l)rovided lie lias
broughit bis price down to the price of tbe
lowest tenderer. But with those exceptions,
which bave occurred very Tarely the con-
tract lias alwvnys been awarded by comipeti-
tion to the lowest tenderer. I may also say
that la some cases where the work is ur-
gent, exceptions have heen made, iu cases
wliere it was neeessar y that work sliould
be clone imîinediately.-

Now niy bon. friend referred to the fact
that somethiag badl been said la the nlews-
papers regarding the objection which bie
mnade to the extension of the dredging con-
tracts. I do not know wbat bas been said,
but i do kuowv that after the matter had
been rnised la the Flouse by the lion, gen-
tleman, wben I decided to, ex tend the dredg-
ing contracts, there were Ia the newspapers
supporting bon. gentlemen opposite, strong
expressions of triumphi at what was sup-
posed to lie some great act performied in the
public interest and which would redound
to the party benefit. -Now I want to say n
word or two with regard to the èxtension
of the dredging contracts. When the ques-
tion of bow to dent with the varions drredg-
ing works came before us, I looked into the
existlng contraets, looked into the prices,
and 1 found tbey provided that tbe dredg-
ing should be completed during the then cur-
rent season, or at such other date as miglit
be fixed by the minister. It seemed very
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