A Manitobz Mcnnonite Village

We present this week a flue view
of the Meunonite village of Rhilne-
feldt, situated near the lttle town of
Winkler, in southern Afanitoba. The
term Mennonite is applied in Mauitoba
to u, class of rettlers of Dutch aud
German extractlon, but the word
more properiy belongs to the rehgion
of the pecple and not to their natton-
nlity. Tho origin of the sect is a
mutter of some controversy, but it ls
genorally couceded that the name is
derived from one of thelr carly and
intluential leaders—Menno Simon, who
in the second yuarter of the 16th con-
tury taught the doctrines still held
by the Mennonite chureh. Their re-
ligious teaching is strongly opposed to
war. legal contests, the taking of an
oath, otc.,, and in general they are
constrained from mixing up in the af-
fairs of civit government.

Holland appears to have heea the
birthplace of the sect, but it also gain.
ed an early foothold in northern Ger-
many. Tho people were scattered
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vious conferences with Canadian offi-
cjuls, and in 1874 tho first party of
about 200 familles arrived in Manl-
tobe. They were guaranteed exomp-
tion from milttary service and the
privilege of affirming, They were
nlso given free land grants and cere
toin financial assistance; and were
vliowed their own schools.

The Meunonites in Manitoba now
have eoveral flourigshing settlements,
their principal settlement Dbelng in
the vicinity of Gretna and cast of
Morden, in the southern portion of
the Red river valley. There is ulso
o considerable settlement east of the
Red river, in the Niverville district.
A new colony lias been started within
the last few years in the Prince Al-
bert dist'ict, owing to the land in
the older  settlements belng  woll
taken up,

The Mennonltes In Manitoba have
remained a purely agricultural and
pastoral people, Thelr residence in
Russia did not change their language
and customs at all, and they re-
mained a separate people, but under
our institutions ‘they tre more pro-
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The Lumber Trade.

California redwood lumber has de-
clined $1 to $2 at the coast.

Goeo. Aske, of the Assinibolne Lumber
Co., Brandon, says they have 1,000,
000 feat of logs on hamd for spring
gawing, and 8,000,000 feet to bring
down stream this year.

‘Though the budget gpoech made no
mention of any change in the tariff
in lumber, the lumber interest hag ap-
parently not given up hope of secur-
ing a duty on lumber. At a meeting
of tho Ontario Taunbermen’s assocla~
tion a resolution was again passed
Iavoring the Imposition of a duty of
$2 per thousand on lumber imported
from CUnited States. The anmual fee
of the assoclation was reduced from
$6 to £2.  Joln Bertram, of Toronto,
was clected prasident; James Scott,
first vice-president.

Another advance has been made In
red cedar shingles by the i 'nited States
Pacific coast nills, stars now being
held at $1.35 to $1.40 at the mills.
A Seattle report says the high prices
nre largely duo to the high price of
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abroad VLY persecution, and several
colonies have been founded in Ameriea
at different periods, both in old Can-
aga and the United States. Their
opposition to military service has beeu
the cause of much of the troubles of
these people in urope. Driven out of
Hollangd, and later out of Prussia they
finaly founded o settlement 1n
southérn Russina, under 2 special
agreement whereby they were guar-
anteed religious liberty, werc exempt-
ed from miiitary service, and were to
bo nhowed to aflirm, instead of belug
compelied to take an oath. Other
favorablo terms were also granted
themn by the Russian governmant,
owing no doubt to tho fact that: the
Alennonites were regarded as skillful
agriculturists, and Russia was desir-
ous of securiug agricultural settlers
te develop newiy acquired territory in
the region of the Black Sea. Xor
three quarters of a century they re-
mained unmolested in  Russia, but
since 1870 their privileges have been
curtafled, and they have consequently
been looking for new homes. Early
in the seventfes some of their dele-
gates ‘arrived in Canada, after pree
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A MENNONITE ViILY 3E IN MANITOBA.

gressive. They are now adopting the
public school system, and are taking
an interest in politics, both federal
and provineial. Within o few years
they will no doubt Lecome thoroughly
nationalized in their customs, as the
older settlements In the east have
become. ‘Thelr twenty-five years in
AManitoba is cald to have made a far
greater change In the customs of
these people than their eighty years
in Ruepia.

The AMennonites, ¢n thelr arrival, fu
Manitoba, formed themselves into vil-
lage communities such as they had
done in Russia. These little villages
are or were ecatterod all over the
Mennonlte districts, The village sys-
tem, however, is becoming a thing of
the past, and will in time disappear,
along with some of the uther pecu-
llarities of these interesting neople.

The few facts regarding the Ben-
nonites here given arce wagen from an
article prepared by Miss E. Cora Hind,
of Winnipeg, who has written several
artlcles dealing very fully with the
Afennonites ‘in Manfooba, as well as
with the past history of the sect.

cedar Jogs. Mhe mill men and the
wholesalers are not making the profit.
e Jwnper is stiffexr than it has been
for three o foar years and s getting
stiffer every week. This brings the
jobbing price at points south up to
¥2.25, ¢r aa agwance of 25¢ on the
opening price of fjobbars of #2 at
at Minneapolis.

The Waterous Engine Works Co.
have recently filled a nunber of im-
portant orders for machinery for west-
ern mills, inciuding a carload of ma-
chinery for the Rat Partage Lumber
Co. 'This company is putting In one
new steam kicker and two  steam
log rollers. Graham, Horne & Co.,
of Fort Willlam, have also given the
Waterous company an order for a
new carriage, and from Hughes, Long
s:nd Buckman, of Rainy River, an ordey
for a band re-saw has beem secured.
This machinery has all been delivered.

A Toronto report says. The stocks
of esnned tomatoes here ure getting
into emall compass. Sales among
fonwiers are reported and some whole-
sale dealings bave been from retailers.



