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spoculations and conacquentiy broughi
OUt a largoD 41MnuLit 111 (lraftS *&nd gol
dust. Oiie îarty aloise, liogdued by Dr

'Vau Saut, of Ilcora, timd confflhtig o
<?iglit mn, broughit $80,000, BD tisai
tito aggregate axuoutit breuglit by thi
fortyssiess muet bc very large. Pro

VLdsDUawron t 2ro juigîslo pleut,
Iln) ne mssgiat be, but tsoro la no lrn
niodiate fear of famsllse, sitîsougi be
fore spring soute~iI have to go or
short rations. Tiere lias boots a cou.
oexterabie exodus, wisioli iitis short-
nesa of food aLnd rtandloq tv-11 -reatlý
Jesiseii tise Output. soute rocenàitly dib
eoveredl guichles %vlisi arn oxpected t<
turs out weoit w1li not be worked thlk
initer on titis aocoiuit. Consideralk
noy taken lu ]las been Issvcsted lis

lafims and lit msany cases tie pusrclsas-
ers arc comng to thoe coast to en-
deavor te selt theso elalanis, mont 01
tissan iardiy dcveieped, at ais advance,

A firo at Daivse» Oitw on November~t8 detroyed a churcîs and t iosiging
louao over It, the lodgers lositig al]

thoir provisions and outfits. On thse
25tii anotiser rire destroyed «Macdon-
ald'e =ud Msck±nlay~s and the Doaia-
Ion saloons, a nient short and. another
building. Looss by the two rires la

etimated nt *200,000.
Tise trip out was made very bard

by reason of tihe extrerne cold, the
thermometer raxîging [ronm 30 to 70
below svnd at Lake Ublgias severai
parties trere cauglit In a enow storin

an(]liînd to unako tlsofr Nvwy throtsgb
soit snow ta tise coast. The bce aiong
tise river le piled aip as lsigh as titteen
feet and oniy the beat dog tennis ean
get over It. UMany outfité; wiei
atarted doivu ln boate were mot along
tise river, belxsg f rozen ln atnd tviere
thiey have Wo remali lut] the Ice gees
ont. A party of poliee ltv.Iti eirteon
honses a.nd twenty tons of provisions
*woe met at Bennetît Inke on thse way
dowus W Big Salmnon. wlire MaIjor
Walshî le tvalting for thiem. Tite mn
-cznglng otit say' tiso police canrsat

= ttironliwitiî horses and prosis-

Ail thse mon on thse Corona alre more
or leme frost bitten amd others whos
atarted wIti thent could not continue
tie trip andc loft nt the srtations aiousg
thse route. Tisere ssii) not be nzausy
more mien out nowr unt1l alter thse
wash-up. Claimis on ]lonasua ansd El-
dorado creeJoe ore belng %vorked for
ait they are worts but on thse other
guiches bnmsy clalm wIll flot be

Mofn arc refraining frein, recordlng:
tiseir clainis lioniusg in thls way te or,-
capo the royalty.

Port Towitend. 'Wz., -lait .'.-Tipcre
wivc $027.500 in goii dssst. ait(] iui-
geq (.il tihe rteaniiir C4)roin. svh)ich tr-
rivec [rom Aingksi. One of thse ssuk-
srets; OWIgise as Isîgi os 15 711ncas.
Front a careriil estInsato It !.% -4ifp to

gasy tisaf, la drafts ait( iroid diQ~t,
tlscrm wns allant $1.20f),000 weaith
aboardl the Corona.

Prince Albert R1onte.
Tite latetssv of tihe Prince Al-

bert Tlmwe lins thse foliowlssg letter
f romt «Wn. Spencer, oneofa Dr. Itaa's
nartv o! searcîsers for Sir Join
Frankllny

Prince Albert, flec. 17. 18W7.
ie PresIdtent of lthe Bloard of Trade.
flear Si,-In reTsly Wo your &enqu'lr-

les reg&.s'dias thse Prince Albernt.
Greens Iiak. Fort McMurray and
rliçer route Vo, thse nortis and ne a
uneans of ont-ering the Yuîkon olisn-
try, 17 wll start by saying thsat 1
-wn for tlilrty-iive yeaurs ln thse onu-

plory o! tie HTudson*e Bay Company,

t of %vidi tinte 'f ias tyrolvo yeare lu
J tlhe Isl la C:roznc district, wich Iist
.. 'I situstctd e» tisa route aid le tlî<

f lseadiqssrters îbo.t of tiso district
1; Ont «! Ule! tUsie 1 isff for twokeN,

3 yeuns lit elîsrgo ut PortageY la Loicie
transport for tise A'tiabaei anti

*Mackenszie river supplieis, w1sloi piles-
fxos tinougli niy haind.I lit transit for
* tie usortis ansd aiso thse packs of furs
1 returislssg. Euoiî easot ciglit boat-

ioads, of 75 pice or goods ecdi
welgising 02 poiuîda for tise Maoen-

* zle nîvor district, amd front six te
* sovon boa.t ioads; earryii il siniliar
> suousat for the Athsabasoca dIstriot,

i or roughly, 1,125 pleces, total %veiglit
o! 10,600> pouids pasd yeariy over

1 tia Portage lit Lowie oit tIlr way
*luwvand Wo suppiy tie pons of tise
isortis. leiuhfes liais about 300 pitek8
o! burs w'eigilng 82 p)ouatd8 eaci,
ansounting to 24,.600 pouus»I %vero
cannied over tihe porta go ou thisei nny

*te Canaida ansd tise Eutropleais maurkets
nsaklsg ei yeariy total) aorces Port-.
tige la Loscie, of 128,100 Ibo. Tis
portage la on- tise direct, and for over
aile litudredl and soventy-f [va yessrs,
imed route between Prince Albert
anti Font 3McMurrze amd tise rivera
Wo titis iortîs, a route whvilei la at pros-
055t niucîs used DSd wvouid be esstIreiy

oowcc it not for raiiwuiy commaunicn-
tion tb Edmntons lnducing tise cein-
pssny t> experinient, ivfti tise Atitu-
bas=a Latidxsg aid Edmotosa route
for Fort %IcMurray, but itvhilci in lut

mn'y opision provtng lilce xuany expert-
mnts of tihe conspassy a fallure and

wlill bo abxsîdcnd netwithstandsîg
the largo usmousstt of so'ney tlsey have
alresdy expendod ln tnylng to force
an artificiel route tigainet wisat as
lils Lordsltip Bislsop Pascal dessoribes
ats "«tie ivîsiy nature intended." Tie
nunaber of vaunabie lives ainoady lost

orn tihe dangenous passage of tihe Atisa-
boisr4, betvffli Athabasca Lasdtug

ausd Fort M.%eMiirray and lms und danm-
age oftlxxsts, to aa'y notling e! time
nnd expene, must conspiel tisis weitsy
conspnusy for tisoir own intereeta to
abandon a tseorýy -and accept tise In-
evItabie ausd coîsvey as liereteforo
tieir goode and fure over tise aid os-
tablisied roita via Prisses Albert,
Greens Lake, Portage la Loselse andi
Fort M3cMurra.~y

And i sow as to boats. Thse cossîpany
tn ssu, tinse luscît tisirty-two leet keel
tŽoatè-. %wît a cresv of elgii mcs, Ilti
carryiîsg 175 pices. A rnxxilini eizo of
tivent-y-twvo foat. 'titi au, cresv tsf f ire
mess. iwouid, liti îy estimartin, !o vncf
ormble. carryiing 40 isestisaI li3,

4,(400 pousîsîs, or 800 pouids per latin.
Sîill. I arn of tfie, opinsion tisa for
tintait parties goinsg ont tise Peterbor-

c.'sgl canoe <>1 large tsize la î,rcecrai>foe
to any clais of boat. ms tie entiro
ijuétauwsc la owus strea to Port
Ssipsons, If tise Lairud route ls adopta',,
or Fort Macphsersons if tise NOrtîcs.ss
and Porcupisso route Is. uised. UUiso
wciglsl oIf bouts, wits tise exception

of portages at Portage hts Loscic,
wlîicl s l quite enzy or transit, ansd a
long ponteige aI Fort Smsith. is a mat-
ter af mai consaequenMe but lut as-
cendsssg tise Laird to IL, souîrce Misd,
aCrass to tise bonad iaters o! tisa Yu-
kon--or asceisllng tse Ilat liver rE'-ss
(maiTue river) frosi ineart Fort '%ac-
pîserezon and downr tise Poresupiso. 1Iotte
o! liglît draugist wlil ba round ssot anly
conrenient, but ssbsoiutaiy nseeffltry.

1 tîcsrcasghhy agreo witl Mr. Thso.
Scott. an oli aund experlescsn officer
o! tihe conipnny, In rciegatisg to tise%
part tise bIrdi bark canocs. Doýubtlpasq
tl;Lis nativo production liais beesi t4en-
vilcpable. and lns Vho bands of Isadi uie
or Ilsose accustomed te tiscir use, sqnd

* wlthi isfiiitc cure and alincet constasnt
patcliing or t4inssarng wvltht gens, eail

ttlthul o itiJlzoi, but tise Peterboroughs
casino lu lis oveny wsay îmnfcnabio. Tiioy
caui bu carriozl acroas pontage wltis ai-

* niit tise Enaiiecasa as tie bircis bark
andi are stross er asiff more temlsirissg.

Ass itscw. !5ir, 1 cannot cee iviat
more J: con Fay. Tie subjeet li flot
olien for discussio>n s ta tie pGoebil-
It3ý or adaptiblllty or tise route. It

lus no net, roiente for tihe first tinse
brosigit befone tie publie, but gWi 1
linve IînevlousL4y gitatcd 13 aMid lis becls
for over 1L25 years tise iilgiiway te and
front tise nantis of tise lIudsont3 B-
Comany. -Ili conclusion I havel 110
1:omitatlon In recommcndIlng tig, tse
tie poor amnne route to ail Intending
nisinr auîxiauï te reaels tie Yuskon
climeply. ipafciy and expeulitiou ily. Anil
n.- nny qUantity etf !1s or nsuny varic-
ticsq sun or tise best quality cas ho
cauglit ln ti.o streama- and laksuq tra-

v*crpoce asnd water fowi. ansd gane
abounet aIong tise lino o! travel. tise
amant o! provIsions slicusld ho pnin-
cipaily confincd Wo flour snd sudst eau-
ned regetu.bles and fruit,; as may bo
consilencd advisable, tisuq savlng a
large antounit or jîrovWaownsud con-
requent labor andf liernstting of a
longer lime spent on tihe road if de-
elred aucf thse arrival nt tise destina-.
tios wltls a-larzo surplus; of provte]oss.

Ji would certinly. lifter a careful con-
a'deration. give this3 route Vise preler-
eoscc W a.ny otiser.
1 hatvm tise sonor Wo ha, SIr, your obedi-

ont servant,
1 WILLIALM SPENCFR.

C P.R. Trâffle Receipts.
«%ontreal, Jan. 3.-C.ssildln Paeilie

I s.ilsy compauy's trwitlce receipta
for tie -tv4ek oîsding Daconshen 31
Nvere $797,000, for tise saute weelco!
hast year titoy woe $691.000.

G<>ld Productionu.
Washinagton, Dec. 31.-Te direetor

ot tise mint [rom iniformiation now lit
baunsd, says tisaI lucre ls -substantisi
evidcnoe that tise ivorld's lroduet of
90l fotr tise csslisîlir year 1897 ii

approximate Irf ul Pxccedl $240,i>00,-
000. aMs Iucreasec of licarly -'0 1:er et lit
<star 1807. Tise golui productet oftie
titel Stateis for 1896 ivai -?53.00>.-

000'. for 1897 Il is approxlsnateiy
$'61 500,000. sus ilserraso or 8.O',)î

Tise produet or Afnrica for 1896 iras
$44.400,0010; selmrng neceivcd up, te
December 1. 1897, Iusieicte tisat tie
Uolit produsct or thut counstry for tise
ye.r svill Ir- f.8000l,000, ast fiicreaae

o! $13.600,000. Australtt-ia for 1896
%v:t. $45,200,00>0; for 18;97 the iuidica-
tioms are tisatIti will be flot lce tiai
$51.O000,000. anis xsretssf3 ü!~,800%>
Mexico for 1896. $8,38,0,000; for 1897
It liq euttmated lIsat Il wiil bc $10.000e-
000, Increae o! $1,000,000. Tie Do-
misnion of Canada for 1896, Q2,800r-
000. Il ta o;ttnsated for 1897 at W7.-
500.000, or su liierae of $4,7>0,eý)>.
lnsllua produet for 1897 li st ituuated
aI $7.500,000. an Iscemase o! $1,400-
000 over 1896. Rtuks.a's gold product
for 181>6 w"a $21.550,000; for 1897
eetimated te apprxsiate $25,000,000,
ait isirsre o! $3,500,000.

An Esîgilsi ryndIcate, lias be2ln
fosinezI ta orcet palatial isoteLq nt
varions pointe ii Canada sînder Ono
mnagemeont, Ti syndicats wiii cr-

cets lsote.s as 'HaWlax. !&ontreal, 01-
taira, Wnrto sud Nlagar4 ]r-sis,


