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spoculations and consequently, brought
out a large amount in drafts and gold
dust. One party alone, hoaded by Dr,
Vau 8ant, of Peoria, und conslsting of
elght men, brought £80,000, so that
the ageregate amount brought by the
forty men niust be very large. Pro-
visions in Dawson are ot Just so plent-
iful as might be, but there 18 no Im-
mediate fear of famine, nlthough be-
fore spring eome will have to go on
short rations, There has been a con-
siderable exodus, which with short-
ness of food and candles will arveatly
lessen the output. Some recently dis-
covered gulches wiilch are expected to
turn out well will not be worked this
winter on this account. Cousidernble
money taken in has been invested n
claims and in many eases the purchas-
ers are coming to the coust to en-
deavor to sell these claims, most of
them hardly developed, at an advance,

A lire at Dawson City on November

8 destroyed a church and a lodging

1ouso over it, the lodgers losing all
their provisions and outfits, On the
25th another fire destroyed Macdon-
ald’s and Machulay’s and the Domin-
fon saloons, a meat shop and another
building. Y.oss by the two fires is
estimated at $200,000,

The trip out was made very hard
by reason of the extreme cold, the
thermometer ranging from 30 to 70
below and at Lake Tugish several
partles were caught in a snow storm
and had to make their wiy through
80Tt snow to the coast. The lce along
the river ig piled up as high as fifteen
feet and only the best dog teams can
got over it. Nany outfits which
started dotwn In boate were met along
tho river, being frozen in and where
they have to remain until the jce goes
out, A party of police with sixteen
horscs and twenty tons of provisions
were met at Bennett Lake on the way
down to Big Salmon, where Major
Walsh is walting for them. The men
‘coming ottt say the police cannot
ﬁ; thirough with horses and provils-

. i ! ‘

All the men on the Corona are more
or less frost bitten and others who
started with them could not continue
the trip and left at the stations along
the route. There will not be many
more men out now until after the
wash-up, Claims on Bonanza and El-
dorado creeks are being «vorked for
all they are worth but on the other
gulchies many claims will not be
touched,

Men are refraining from recording
their claims hoping in this way to es-
capo the royalty.

Port Townsend, Wn,, Jan 3.—~There
warn £627.500 in gold dust and nug-
gets on the steamor Corona. which ar-
rived from Alnska. One of the nug-
zets weighed as uigh as 15 nunces,
From a careful estimate it is <afe to
sy that. In drafts and g@old dust,
thero was about £1,200,000 wealth
aboard the Corons,

Prince Albert Route.
The Intest issuc of the Prince Al
bert Timas has the following letter

from Wm. Spencer, one of Dr. Rae's
narty of searchers for $8ir John
Frankliny

Prince Albort, Dec. 17. 1897.

The President of the Board of Trade.

Dear Sir,~In reply to your cnquir-
les reparding the Prince Albert,
Green Lake. TFart MceMurray and
river route to the north and as a
means of entering the Yukon coun-
try, I will start by saying that I
wag for thirty-five years in tho em-
ploy of tho Hudson's Bay Company,

THE COMMERCIAIL

of wliph time T was twalve years in
tho Isle la Crosso district, which poat
Is situnted on this routo and is the
headquasrters post of tho distriot.
Out of this time I was for twelw
Years in charge of Portags la Losche
transport for the Athabasen and
Muckenzio river supplies, whioh pass-
ol through my hands in transit for
the north and also the packs of furs
returming.  Each season eight Loat-
louds, of 75 pleces of goods each
welghing 92 pouuls for tho Macken-
zlo rivor distriot, and from slx to
sovon boat loads carrylug a similar
amount for the Athabascn distriet,
or roughly, 1,125 pleces, total weight
of 103,600 pounds passed yearly over
the Portage ln Losche on thelr way
Inward to supply the posts of tho
north. Beskles this about 300 packs
of furs welghing 82 pounds each,
anounting to 24,600 pounds wero
carried over thie portage on their way
to Canada and the European markets
making a yearly total acrcss Port-
age la Losche of 128100 1bs. 'This
portage Is o the direct, and for over
one hukired and seventy-five yours,
used route between Prince Albert
aud Fort McMurrwy and the rivers
to the north, a route which 18 nt pres-
ont much used and would be entirely
50 were it not for ratlwwy communica~-
tion to Edmonton inducing thie com-
pany to experiment with the Athn-
basca Landing and Edmonton route
for Fort McMurray, but which is in
my opinion proving like many experi-
ments of the company a fatlure and
will  bo abandoned notwithstanding
tho large amount of money they have
already expended in trying to force
an artificial route against what as
His Lordship Bishop Pascal descriles
a8 “the way nature intended.,” The
number of valuable lves already lost
on the dangerous passage of the Atha-
basca between Athabasca Landing
and Fort McMurray and loss and dam-
age of boats, to say nothing of time
and expens2, must compel thls wealthy
company for their own interests to
abandon a theory and accept the in-
evitable and convey as heretofore
thelr goods and furs over the old es-
tabllished roate via Prince Albert,
Green Lake, Portage la Losclie and
Fort McMurray.

And now as to boats. The company
in my time used thirty-two feet keel
boats, with o crew of elghit men, and
carrying 175 plecos. A maxiium sizo of
twenty-two feet, with a. crew of five
men, would, in my estimatjon, be pref-
erable. carrying 40 pieces, that is,
4,000 pounds, or 800 pounds per man,
Sull. T am of the opinion that for
small parties golng out the peterbor-
cegh canoe of large size s preferable
to any class of boat. as the entire
distance is down stream to Tort
Simpson, if the Laird routo is adopted,
or Fort Macpherson if the Northern
and Porcupine route Is. tsed. The
weight of boats, with the exception
of portages at Portage ln, Losche,
which is quite easy of transit, and n
iong portage at Fort Smith. is amnat-
ter of small consequence, but in gs-
cending the Laird to its source and
across to the head waters of the Yo~
kon—or ascemling the Rat River Bast
(Huskie river) from neart Fort Mpe-
pherson and down the Porcupinag, boats
of light draught will be found not only
convenient, but absolutely necessary.

1 thorcughly agree with Mr. Thos.
Scott. an old and experlenced officer
of the company, in relegatlng to the
Dost the birch bark canoes. Doubtless
this native production has been ser-
viceable. and in the hands of Indiang
or those accustomed to their use, gnd

with Infinite care and almcst constant
patching or smeacing with gum, can
still Le utilizod, but the Peterborough
canoe is In every way preferable. Thoy
can be carriod across portage with al-
most the samo ease as the birch bark
and are st,ronFOr and mors enduring.

And ncw, Sir, I caunot sce what
moro I can fay. The subfect Is not
open for discussfon as to the ncssibil-
ity or adaptibility of the route. It
is no new echeme for the first time
brought before the public, but ad I
have previously stated is and has besan
for ovor 125 years the highway to and
from the north of the Hudson's Bay -
company. - In conclusion I have no
hesitatlion In recommending this, the
the poor mans route to all intending
miners anxious to reach the Yukon
cheanly, fafcly and expedition-ly. And
as any 3nnnttty of fi<h of many vario-
tles and of the best quality can be
caught In tho streams and lokes tra-
veorsed and water fowl and game
abounds along the line of travel, the
amonnt of provisions should be prin-
cipally confined to flour and such can-
ned vegetublea and frults as may be
considered advisable, thus gaving a
large amount of provisions and con-
soquent labor and permitting of a
longer time spent on the road if de-
eired and the arrival at the destina-
tion with a.large surplus of provicions.
1 would certainly, after a careful con-
s'deration, give this route the preler-
ence to any other.
I have: the lionor to be, Sir, your obedi-

ent scrvant, .
. WILLIAM SPENCER.

C P.R. Traftic Receipts.
Montreal, Jan. 3.—Canadian Paclfic
Railway compauy's traffic receipts
tor the week onding December 31
were £797,000; for the same weck of
last yoar they were $691.000,

Gold Production.
‘Washington, Dee. 31.—The director
of the mint from informatlon now at

“hand, eays that there is substantial

evidence that the world's product of
gold for the cumlendar year 1897 will
approximate If not exceed §240,000,-
000, an increase of nearly 20 per cint
ovor 18907. The gold product of the
Unitea States for 1896 was $§53.000,-
000; for 1897 it was approximately
£61 500,000, an increase of $8.:400,00:),
The product of Africa for 1896 was
$44,400,000; returns received up to
December 1, 1897, indieate that the
wold product of that conutry for the
year wili he 358,000,000, an increase
of $13,600,000. Australavia for 1896
was 845,200,000; for 1897 the indica~
tions are that it will be not less than
£561.000,000, an increas: of $6,300,004;
Mexico for 1896, $8,330,000; for 1897
1t {8 estimated that it will be $10,000-
000, increase of $1,000,000. The Do-
minion of Canada for 1896, $£2,800.-
000: it I8 ostimated for 1897 at $7.-
500,000, or an increase of $4,700,000.
fndla‘s product for 1897 Is estimated
at §$7.500,000, an increase of $1,400,~
000 over 1896G. Rus.la’s gold product
for 1896 was $21,550,000; for 1897
estimated to approximate $25,000,000,
an fncrease of §8,500,000.

An English  syndicate has beon
formed to ercct palatial lhotels at
various points in Canada under ono
manageient. Tho syndicate wlill er-
cct hote’s at Halifax., Montreal, O-
tawa, Toronto and Niagarg Fals,



