
'£HE COMMERCTAL.

solling gocds on credit teoevery one that
asked for accommodation iii that dirc-
tion

There is only co basis upon -wlich
business can bie done in this country and
that le to seil only te responsible moni, and
not encourage advcnturerc in speculative
ideas of runr.ing a sto .re carrying en
t housand dollars ni stock on a capital of
less than as many hundreds. Tlîey cannot
-%eatlîer the storni. The population-ig as
yet too limited te allow of business bein.,
extended inucl boycnd its present linits,
and if the wholesale bouses do in the
future encourage sucli trade and lose
money thereby they dIo so -%ith their eycs
open to the consequences. The country
is all riglit. but tlîis rushing business
must bie clone away -with. A stcady
,growth, snob as has been the case in nil
other countrits, is the only thing that will
assure success, and anything outside cf
that ln thc sfiape cf wvhat is generally
knoivn as a «boom," can only be looked
upon as a fatality te the spot upon which
it strikes. Winnipeghlashlad satisfaction
in that way, and our adtrice to every bus
mness mua is this: «'Do business in a legi.
timàto matter; and seil as littie on credit
as possible."

RIVER lA'VIGAT10H N THE lIORTR-YIEST.
The necessity for the improvement of

the great water routes in the Nortlî-wcst
neyer împressed itseif more forcibly upon
the peop3e of this country than at present.
This season the water ici the ri"ters has
reached a lower lùvel than bas ever been
knowa at this time of tho year. flaviga-
tion on the Red and Assiniboine rivers
bas been already seriously interfered wvith.
and should the seasoa be one o! littie min
there-is a possibility of an almost entire
'block ini traffie. The obstructions te, na-
vigation occur only at a few points where
rui~pds occur on the streanis, and those
conversant -Nith the matter say that the
expenditture requircd to ramoea tbemi
would -not bie heuvy. Lact year the Do-
mîinion Governmnt muade an appropria-
tion for the purpose of improving the ra-
piâs on the Red River, betwoe.n Winni-
peg and the Lake, but se far nothing has
been clone. The consequence is that a
great deal cf 'extra wvork is caused by the
necessity cf having te tranship*freig-ht and
passeng,,ers fram vesseis of drauglit Iigbt
enough te, mn on the river te the heavier
craft te bear thim across the lake. Thxis
Means tinie tad money which with the

linitad period cf navigation àmounts to a
great dent.

The whole district up thoe Saskatcha-
wan, as far as Edmonton, relies te a great,
a great extent upoý tho boats as a ineans
cf transport, and the barrier thus placed.
upoý spcedy navigation must interfèe
seriously wvit1 the regular course cf trade
in ail the commercial centres rapidly ris-
ing up throughout tl'e North wvcst. Tho
Goverurueut, in justice te tire peopleocf
the North west and te, thoso who have
investcd a large amount cf capital in as-
tablishing liues cf boate on theso waters,
should net proinptly in titis ruatter, and
sec thtat another summer is not allowed te
pass without sorne substantial. work being
donp' in tire direction mentioued. On tho
Assiniboine, the sanie difficulty prevails
this season, and the cost of remcving the
pr' a ipal obstructions would net be heavy.

FUTURE GRAMI CENTRE 0F AMERICA.
Froin the first settiement cf the conti.

nent o! North Amorica, the grain pro-
ducing section cf tire saine bas been
gradually makiug its way northward and
'westward, the Roek-y Mountains being
evidently the lumit in the latter direction,
wbile ia tire former tire lirnit bas been
steadily extending, until the great prairies
that clope northward te tire Arctic cirele
arc now luoked upon as the most valuabla
filids. The Gui! States had their day as
grain producers. Tire Empire and Key-
stone States had tfheirs. and the Missis-
sippi valley stili holds a prominent place
in that lina, and is -well supplemented by
the great country lying between that
river and the Missouri. With the mova-
ment cf the grain.produeing districts cf
the continent, the grain centre cf the
saine bas net remainad motionless. From
the tume wben tire od Dutch settlers cf
New Amsterdam (now 1NeN York) cen-
tered their grain market in that port, the
grain centre lins been steadily following
the course cf production. For a tirne it
lingercd at B3uffalo, then ruoved onward
te the lake ports cf Ohio, and latterly
centered in the systerus cf Chicago and
Milwaukee. Haeroit bas rastadfor years,
as if having reached the head cf the gra
chain cf Aruerican waters' .4ys, by 'which
cbeap, transpartation is secured, and at
Chicago biddirrg defiance te ail further
wastwarci movement. 'While thre great
bulk cf Amarican grain came from the.
WVestern snd South--western States, Chi-

cage was in a position te Bay to tho
mardi cf grain centering, as Canuteocf
od said te tire advancing tide, "lTius far
and ne further saat tircu corne," and
say it with lcss fear cf disobedienco than
was manifested towards tho oid Englisir
ruonarch's command. But with the rapid
nortlîward march cf grain raising during
tIre past few ycars, thant city's control cf
tho grain trado ie beconiing every day
less tenable. Tire western ports cf Lake
Superior fed by the Northern Pacifie rail-
way and its tributaries on tho Amierican
side, and thr Canadran Pacifie on the
Canadian side, promise moni te direct a
beavy chare cf the grain trade by timat
lake iuctcad cf Lake Micigan, and a
grain centre fur the vast prairies cf tue
North-west w:i bc fcund mueir nearer
than on the shorQê of the latter lake.
WVhie national trade restrictions contin-
uc tbare must necessariiy exist two North-
«western grain centres, one on the, Cana-
dian and anothier on the Arnerican aide.
But tirese restrictions are steadily ap-
proaching their cnd, and thre niow% divided
grain interests cf tire Norti-west miust
coca become united, and banded together
on a route for tireir shiipments te tire sen-
board. WVitiî'rie common route but tire
besoin cf Lake Superior for the carrying
cf their experts thre grain iiiterests cf the
Can.adian and American North west must
eventualiy combine iin eue centre,' if cnly
as a matter of protection against competi-
toms

But cverv arrangement cf nature die-
tatas, that the yaars are few until tîrese
Ncrth--vestern grain fields wvill find their
outiet te thre seaboard by the Hludacu's
Bay. The flow cf the rivers, and the
wbole geograpby cf tbe country beth on
thre Caxiadian and Arnericaîn side point
straiglit te the great nortirera bay as tire
natural outiet cf tire North--vest. For a
-tinr tis outiet xnay be hcld closcd by
tIre financial power'of these interested ia
holding it se, but the grcwtho f th3-Tortli.
west, ana tire necessity for its natural eut-
let 'will eventually burat open thase ob-
structions; and tlîe imaginary terrera
which hava becu-portrayeai cf tire naviga-
tion cf the Hudsoa's Bay and Straits 'wil
vanish as do the «I'Raw head and bloody
bones" c f our in.fancy before thre kncw-
ledge wlîich experiance brirgs. Under
sucli. circurustt'nces, and with the immense
grain developruent of tire Norti-west
wbich a few years will bring, a grat
wbeat centre, thre greatest on this coati_
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