LUMBER.

T lumbermen of Canada have taken vigorous
action to secure the imposition of an import duty
on lumber coming into this country from the
United States, and apparently do not intend to
relax their efforts until the desired end is accom-
plished. In December last, it will be remem-
bered, the British Columbia lumbermen passed
a strong resolution, for presentation to the
Dominion parlinment, favoring such a measure,
and since that time the movement has been
gradually spreading and growing in interest.

On Thursday, March 17th, a deputation of
lumbermen from the Georgian Bay district waited
upon the Premicr and Sir Louis Davies, Minister
of Marine and Fisheries. The representation in-
cluded Mcssrs. John Waldie, Victoria Harbor
Lumber Co.; John Bertram, Collins Inlet Lum-
ber Co.; E. W. Rathbun, Deseronto; John
Charlton, M.P.; C. Beck, Penctanguishene,
H. Lovering, Coldwater; and James Playfair,
Midland.

The purpose of the deputation was to present
to the government a resolution passed at a meet-
ing of lJumbermen held in Toronto on August
19th, 18g7, requesting the imposition of an
import duty on lumber. It was pointed out that,
as the Congress of the United States had pre-
vented Canadian lumber from reaching the
American market by the imposition of a duty of
Sz per thousand feet, the government of < nada
should impose a similar duty on Amer. «u lum-
ber, which now comes in free, until such time as
she American duty on Canadian lumber is re-
moved and fice trade in lumber restored. It
was further stated that yellow pine from Georgia
comes into Quebec and Ontario very extensively,
and that red pine also from the States is shipped
in at a low rate, because of the displacement of
red pine by hemlock in the American market.
The Premicer, in reply, said that the great diffi-
culty was with the lumber supply of Manitoba
and the Northwest.  He would, however, give
the whole question careful consideration.

A few days later a deputation of western lum-
bermen, comprising Messrs. Walter Ross and
D. C. Camcron, Rat Portage; Geo. Graham,
Port Arthur; J. . Christie, Brandon, Man.,
and F. Gordoa, of the British Columbia Mills,
Timber and Trading Company, Vancouver, B.C.,
presented a similar request to members of the
Dominion Cabinet.  The situation was fully ex-
plained in the following memarial @

Orrawa, March 21, 1898,
Right Hon. <ar Wilfrid Laurier, G CALG Iremiter, Ottana »

S, The Yomber tade of Canada, suflering as it now
i from unfiicndly legisation by the ncighboting tepublic,
ic inan entitely opposite pesition from what it was when
the Tumbernen of nonh wedern Ontario and Manitela had
the pleassie of appeasing before the tanff commision at
Winnipeg.  Belore that conunisdinn we stated that we had
no gricvance amd no complaimt to wake against the tariff,
Rough lumber and lumber dresol one side was on the fice
Tist, and thic anc fair and equitable, a< the United Siates then
had rouph Tumber oon dadr fiec Bist, ansd utr tatement was that
0 leng as the Uanad Mates adanited lumber fice the Canadian
Government should do the same, bat shonld the United States
Guovernment imzose an expart Juty on lowber it was the duty
of your Government ta unjune a simdar duty - The latter om
dition ha< arisen ; the United Statee has pacad an act which
not anly impere<a duty on luaiber, but presames to punish by
impodng daable duty on the lumber of any forcign country
which may impece an caport duty on loge  Under these cit-
cumstances we ask the Government to impose an import duty
on lumber entering Canada,

1o THE C.ANADA LUMBERMAN

Arn, t8g8

Our position is not changed since appearing before the tariff
conumisston at Winnipeg.,  We believe in free lnmber if itis
reerprocal, hut we object to the one sided condition of affairs
that at present exists, and believe that by meeting them in the
same spitit they themselves display, the desired condition of
free lumber on both sides of the fine will be sooner reached
than by giving them free access 1o vur markets, which they are
now allowed to enjoy.  We believe that the vigorous policy of
the Ontario Government, if supplemented by the imposition of
an import duty on lumber, will bring to the front an influential
and numerous body of men in the United States who will exert
sufficient influence to bring about the desired condition of free
lumber in both countries,

Sume anairty has been eapressed that in Manitoba and the
Territories a rise in the price of lumber would result from an
import duty ; this would not be the case, the price would re-
main as it is, but the trade, which is now divided to a very
large extent, would then flow naturally to Canadian mills, giving
cmployment 10 many theusands of Canadians (instead of, as at
present, this labor going to foreigners), and give increased trade
to Canadian merchants and manufaciurers.  f Canadwans have
any trade or calling which is capable of being called their
national calling we think it is that of producing lumber, and
they can be depended upon to keep the prices at & reasonable
rate through competition.  Lumber is widely diffused, and ne
corner has ever been successfully formed in lumber cither in
Canada or the United States. Tt has been the eapenence of
the trade that if lumber from any cause becomes scarce and the
price abaomal, it springs from all points of the compass to fill
the demand and reduce the price.

It is quite generally accepted as a fact that large portions of
the province of Manitoba and the Northwest Tersilories are
treeless, but nature has provided within their own limits exten-
sive tracts of timber which supply millsat Whitemoutk, Selkirk,
Winnipeg, Brandoun, Dauphin, Rapid City, Calgary, Edmon.
ton, Prince Albert, and numerous other poiats in Manitoba and
the Northwest Territotics.  To supplement these sources of
supply are the inexhaustible forests of British Columbia. To
the cast are extensive mills at Keewatin, Rat Portage, Savanne,
Fort William and Post Arthur, and further cast are the mills on
Georgian Bay, which are now shut out of the American market
and anaous to ship lumber 10 Manitoba.  We nught say that
many milliuns ol Geurgian Bay lumber have been shipped to
Manitoba and the Tersitories.  With ali these soutces of supply
operated by as enterprising lumbermen as any in the world, it
would scem to us unreasanable to conclude that it is necessary
to divade the lismted home market of Canada wath the United

States luadnemen fur fear of ugh prices, which cannot and wall.

net accut, excejad in the minds of wmen who do not anderstand
the conditions.

It is o great hardship to have the markets of the neighbor-
ing republic shut 1o us, and hesides have to divide our mar-
kei with the United States lumbermen.  We can compete
with them, and du compete, but with Canada treated as a
dumping ground and furcign railways granting 1ates on traffic
consigned to Canada wmuch more favorable than they grant
their own countrymen similasly situated, we cannot more than
cumpete, and on even tams the tmde would be nawrally
divided.  As further cvidence that no attempt would be made
1o advance the price in Manitula or the Terntories, we would
state that all lumber is sold at ane price, and that price is the
Winnipeg price, and although there are many points in Mani.
1aha and the whole of the Northwest Territories which cannot
I teached Ly Amcrican lumber owing to the fact that the
Amcrican an 1 Canadian railuays do not pro rate therr freight
charges, and all this territory is entitcly dependent on Cana-
dian mills for its lumber, still cach and every point so situated
is supplicd at thie price prevalent at Winnipeg, which is the
centre of 1ailway competition, the price here being the lowen
in the province.

The mills at Rat Portage and Fort William shipped lumber
to the United States, and woald have continued to do so had
it not been for the imposition of the United States duty ; in
fact the wills at Savanne were buift with a view to shipping to
the United States The mills at Fort William devoted all
their attention to the American matket, and last scason, owing
10 the threatened impost of United States duty, the mills at
Fort Waluam were idle and the logs were sawed in the United
Sates: and to dludiate how the Canacdian market is whip-
sawed, as it weie, the Fort William people, although sawing
wn Dututh, weee able to market a postion of their lumber in
Sarma, Ontane, thus proving that the Canadian market can
be divaded with ease by a country of pronouced antagonism to
our Jumber trade. These mills, tike all Canadian mills, are
shut et of the Usited States, and are besides forced 1o
divide a limited home market with American  lumberaien,
There i< twice a< much plant in northwestern Ontario and
Manitola a< would suffice to suvply the hotae market, which

is a strong argument that competition will keep the 1
reasonable,

We also protest agaunst lnmber being the only porta i
dustry allowed to be subject to free trade, more particyly
when there is no reciprocal treatment by the United §iy
Our market is divided with foreigners, and everthing we oy
such as machinery, belting, oil, pork, food, farm products, e
are highly taxed.

Much capital is invested in the lumber business, which
now greatly impaired by the existing tarifl arrangements,
we ask for relief at the hands of your government.  Sa fuy,
the mills of northwestern Ontario, Manitoha and the Nog)
west ‘Territories are concerned, 1t is not more money pet thos.
sand that is required—it 15 niore sales.  This 15 1n your posy
to grant, with great benefit to a large number of Cansdyy,
and to the detriment of no citizen of our country,

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the lumber tinde o
westesn Canada,

This western deputation also met, in Toronto,
a representation from the Lumbermen’s Associa
tion of Ontario, including Messrs. J. B. Miller,
John Bertram, John Waldie and C. D. Warren,
The above memorial was unanimously endorse,
and it was decided to bring all possible pressute
to bear upon the government to pass such legis.
lation as was asked for.

The British Columbia Legislature, on March
18th, unanimously adopted a resolution urging
the Dominion government to impose a duty on
imported lumber equalling the United States
duty on Canadian lumber.

NEW BRUNSWICK LETTER.
{Correspordence of the Carana Lusnkauvan |

THE business of Mr. Alexander Gibson, of Marysville,
is about to be taken over by a company, to be called the
Alex. Gibson Railway and Manufacturing Company, for
which incorporation is now asked. It hias been known for
some time that a change was contemplated.  Col. MiLean,
while in England 2 short time ago, arranged a loan o
two million dollars for Mr. Gibson, and the jzovernment
is asked to give authority to issuc debentures lor that
amount sccured on the entire property.  Mr. (ubsons
property embraces the timber limits of 200,000 acrcs on
the Nashwaak, town of Marysville, cottoa and lumnber
mills and the Canada and Eastetn railway, valued at
seven million dollars, and capital stock to that amount
will be issued to Mr. Gibson.  The loan will bea mongage
on the property, and will enable him to dischurge his
liabilitics and leave a working capital of half a aullion,
cxclusive of the raibway.  Mr. Gibuon's sales of lumber
and cotton kst year amounted to two million dollas, and
he paid out at Marysville half i million for wages. His
disburscments at St. John, loading 60 vessels with lumber,
and the Iabor bills of the Canada Eastern, swell histo
$;00,000. The incorporation sought is the largest ever
asked in New Brunswick.

The St. John River Log Driving Compiny will hold its
thirteenth annual mceting at Fredericton on Wednesday,
Aptil 6th.  This meeting will be a very important one, a¥
besides the clection of a board of directors and the usual
gereral business, tenders will be opeaced for the contract
of log driving on the river fora period of three years
The rates 10 be paid for the work arcas follows: sty
from the head of Grand Falls, 20 cents; 2ad, from |
the mouth of Salmon river, 18 cents; 3rd, from the
boundary linc on Arcostook river, 2 cents; 4th, from the
mouth of Tobique river, 16 cents; 3th, from the mouth
of Big Presque Isle river, 13 cents; 6th, from the mouth
of Beeaguimac river, 13 cems; 7ily, from the mouth of
the Meduxnikeag river, 11 cents.

INDIFFERENT LENGTUS.

New Brunswick lumbernien are protesting agains the
new local freight rates enforced on the government caik
way by Me. Harris, the new traffic manager.

In some scctions of the province there was a heay
snow fall carly in March, which interfered with log biauk -
ing. Reports of three fect of snow are common,

Me. Richards has a large number of teamy hauliog sup-
plies into the woods froin Boistown and Glassville for next
year's operations. He will have about S20,000 worth
stored in the woods.

St. Joux, N. B., March zt, 189S.



