
& THE CONFEDERATION QUESTION.

British Oonstitntioa. {(Cheers.) The Pro?irioes' wero unonimoifs fn thiV^

Wo then resolved that ouch of (ho Coloaies should preservo its peculiar

privileges and institutions, and that there should bo no higher power t0

ifltorfore with then, (Applause.) We next agreed that as far as poeBi-*

ble the dubts of the colonies should he deult wiih fairly and equally, and
that the tariffs should be cquul throughout. Wo next agreed that as re^

gurded the outside world we should, betwcoa and amuogst ourselves, enjoy

free trade. (Appiause.) I confess that in my Province there was at first

DO little anxiety with regard to this proposition, because we stand at pre«

8CQ( as happy aud oonteuteJ a peopio ah any of the British Provinoes.—-

Yet I hesitate not to say thut Iroui all that baa been witnessed by the

iUelcgates representing that [aland, they will not hesitute to reoomineod to

their peopio the great Union which I hope soon to see accomplished.

—

(Cheers) Wo have oome here and been deMghted with the enterprise of

your people. We have became aequaipied with your vast resources—the

great perfection of your machinery—the great progress of arts and mana*
lacturcs atiioDg you. (Applause.) Even to-day we wore surprised to wit-

ness the admirable institutionsofloarning which you have among you, and
had great pleasure ia inspecting the minutia of the operations. Wu saw -

your wealthy merchants, your happy enterprising men making their for-

tttoes—all oonvinoing us that this country- is one with which we need not

be afraid to throw in our lot. (Cheers ) It ia not the great hospitality

alone that we have met with since we entered witbin your borders— it is

not thu kindness which wu have received individually or collectively from

the people of this Province—that causes us to desire to come into this

liniou ; your exeellent institutions of all kinds, and your progress in every-

thing that goes to make up a great country, impel us to such a desirable

eoosummation—to form part of the great empire or colony) or whatever

you obooso to call it, which is to be constructed out of these Provinces of

British Ameriea, sharing the glories of the mother oouutry, which we all

desire to see perpetuated and iucreased. (Cheers.)"

Oa the 6th November, 1864, Mr. Palmer signed tha

engrossed resolutions of the Quebec Conference.

Mr. Palmer returned to Prince Edward Island about the

10th of November, and immediately thereafter publicly

announced himself- a decided opponent of the proposed

Union of the Provinces.

Mr. Palmer*3 speech at Toronto having been circulated

through the North American Provinces, a portion of the

Press commented upon the apparent inconsistency of the

Attorney General in denouncing, in the newspapers of

Prince Edward Island, the proposed Confederation, which,

at Toronto, a few days previously, he had advocated with


