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some, the acids of ihe stomach and intestinal canal others, and

the alkaline ^ecretiofebf the tiver and JPancr^sis others, al-

though some n^edibineB have faieen fdUnd in the chyle, yet this

is not this haturjal en'traince for them^ tl^e Lact^als are not al-

ways in a cdndttjon Citable fSr taking up ineaicin^s, and un-

doubtedly the^y woulid ihiis act ihi^ch less dxp^dUiously . If

anything ]inbre is i'e<iuired to shew t^ithe £flM^teals plisiy btita

very Secondary part in the absprptioa of medlbines, the tact

may tie nlenitioned thai the stbppine up of this channel does

not in the stijgtitest degree prevent me atiction of medicines in-

troduced into the intedfinat (ianai. MedJcihes are absorbed

into the blood either unchanged^ or sonie^hat modified, ac-

cording to circumstances, by the fluids of the intestinal canal

:

after their entrance they circulate With the h\o6d, some are

deposited to a certainextent in the abdomirial viscera especial-

ly in the Liver, isome remain permanently in the blood, but

the great niajdrity of them, s6on^r dr lat^r pass out by the ex-

cretions, some doing so entirely unchanged, others much alter-

ed; some it may be said, merely journey along this highway
;

making it a medium of communication. With bither the ner-

vous, muscular system, or the secreting orgaiis,each medicine

as it were, having its particular mission, but i^me on the othei-

iiand direct tMr attention more to the blood itself^ altering it

in various ways, now ciianging its color, now changing the size

of the corpuscles, now th' quantity of the serum and hematln,

and now eliminating some i oxious principle from it.

iNFtUfiNCeS MOBIFVING the effects of MEDICmES.

These chiefly- relate to the organisii^, ietlthotigh to a certain

[extent, the doses of medicines^ their stake of sdlubility, their

I
combination ^c, also* exert a modifying influetoce.

1st Age. It is a general but nbt a universal law ofnature, that

Ithe susceptibility to theinfluencecfniedlcine is inver^ly propor-

tionate to thci size ofan animal, but iridependent ofsize, in infkn-

Icy all the tissues are delicate atfd easiljr impre^d, especially

|the skin, mucous membrane and the hervous system ; on ac-

:ount ofthe rapid development iVhich it has to superintend,


