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" A? bQtveen Fr«sbyterians and Bpiscopalians, the question turuB on
Whether t|i^ offiee of elder or pr^iJl^yter really is the highest in the
Christian church,,or whether th^re is not another ofRce, that of bishop or

prelate, superior to it, In a general Tf«y. Ihose \yho hold thivt t^ere in no
permanent offlqe in the Christian church euperio^ to that of presbyter,
may be set db\vn ^s Presbyterian ; an4 those xvl^o hold that there is a
superior office ixx t^^^ churcb, Uiat of bi()hop or prqlate, uu^,|i)e ranked on
the other side.

, .

'• It is admitted, even by many IJ^iscopalians, th^t, so far as Scrip-

ture in^^oaies, the primitive church, constitute und^ir th^ Apostles, was
governed, t>y elders. l!he office of apostle was tetoporttry, nnd some other
teinpoi^^^y arrangements were resorted to in the tieoallar circumstances of

the Church. Bi|!t everywherd in settled ohurbhes tber^ wt^Sj a body of

presbyters or elders; the terms presbyter and bishop wore applied freely

to the same individuals;^ and when the toresbyters weri? addressed to-

gether, as those of Epheshs were addressed at Tailetus, there was no hint
of one of them having authority, over the rest ; they were called equally
to feed and care for the church over which the Holy Ghost had made them
orerseteiTS (A(Jt8 icx; 28). '
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^'Before the end of the MKxmd century the ch1^loh had departed froib

her early simplicity. The bishop had been raised above' thops^sbyter;
by and hr the whole authority of the church was oommitted to Mis^handa,
andinproeeiksofthne the system culminated in the supreme Pontic or
Biidnp of Bome{ Episcopacy became the only prevalent government of
the chnreU, ahhctogh in some oapes, osaamongthisOuldees and Waldensee,
i;OYernmont byi presbyters continued to pretaiL

i

'*' When <t>hn Reformation topk place in the sixte^iUih oentoryi the
attention of th^ BefbhnerB vas much more occupied >»ith ttie pM>muIfta-
tioa ofittiVing trhth than with Hxe ^leetion of diaroh-^verhmettti But
the PvotinMaintidhUroheB necessarily opsumeid an organizdtton iof ttieir

•mil, and itfiri'^' instructive fact, nisiipwitlg the tendeilciesoi thati^eat
movemeint, iwhioh' ikonght to bring hack the people in all points^ to tii»

Authority iOf the Word of God, that the restoration of tiie oiffioe«f pre-
lates in the ohurob was not contemplated Inr the Reformers. Tho theory
of Apofltoli^ suoo^ipn was indeed wholly discarded by lihemr ' <l^ey< ^tA
an espeoial dislike to the notion 6t ti pnesthcodi and ' 1^^ nattirc^y
favoured a system which gnve to Christian laymen a sbare of' the goVerh-
ment, and Peeked the formation of a priently cante. Usually, therefore,

when left free from external control, the churches inolined toiUiePresby-
tefiab ihodelv The influence of Calvin was strongly eidsrdsed in ilAk
<lirectioa.i The churches that were distinctivelyknown as th^ *' Refewmed "

adopted this system. Bit eren the ^'Lutheran" churches^ bd ei^ied from
theur lidopttag Lutiier's views with ifegard to the estoaAndntsi^andiSbme
other pt)in<i8^idid not restore the office of prelate.- Tke- HTsa^«yintendeikt

"

in the Lutheran churches is not properly a bishop; in all affairs of
higher moment he is shl^ect tO'theitistmictfons of the'*' Consistories," in

whifsh loyii^n. c^ijftjtnte a part* The £h]jrcb of , Englan|dj is
.
oU^^o^t ,the

onljjr l^rptest^t plm^ph in which the opoe of. prolate,h^,Weh ji^^rvfd,,
totfife ex<;jjw/>i^ ^^,? Of the ordina^jiplei^ and the liEuty«in the br^'-

—
gov^'nifl^^tot'bf'i^hfi'chttrch; but it ia jweU .ki»b;wi^ that thl^;a)^ap^^i^t,

waif, JBpo rest|l^,.^Of jpolitical .considerj^tiohs, arid not of th^ <^n-pp^^s. .^i-


