
3

in that report before Parliament. First, I enter-

tained the hope that the executive government

would have come forward with some general

measure founded upon that report, which would

have rendered any motion unnecessary. I was

unwilling, therefore, to embarrass the govern-

ment in a matter which is one of great difficulty,

by any premature steps. Secondly, as that

report contained many facts reflecting on the

moral character of the penal colonies, I was ear-

nestly entreated, by several persons connected

with those colonies, not to call upon Parliament

for an opinion, before an opportunity could be

afforded to the colonists to peruse those state-

ments, and to contradict them if incorrect. Now
that full time has been given both to the govern-

ment to mature their plans, and to the colonists

to reply to any mis-statements, there can be no

objection to asking Parliament to consider the

subject of this motion.

The committee in question, and of which I

had the honour to be chairman, was appointed

for the threefold purpose, first, of inquiring into

the efficacy of transportation as a punishment

;

secondly, of ascertaining its moral effect on the

penal colonies ; and lastly, the committee were

directed to consider of what improvements the

existing system was susceptible. A very few

words would be sufficient to state the result of
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