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in the Reports on our table from the magtjrates and

merchants of the Province, and the complaints to

tlie King's minifters by the merchants of Lon-
don, the commerce andfettlement of the Colony cannot

advance in the courfe necejary to give itjlrength, for

its own fecurity, and to cover the two other Pro-

vinces, fortunately to all of them, committed to

the wifdom and vigilance of the noble Lord,

who is fo well difpofed and qualified to raifc

them to fafcty and profperity, if their own cheer-

ful co-operation Ihall not be wanting.

We lament, therefore, the lofs of this Bill as

cmbarafling, if not defeating, the provifions ex-

pedient for the interefts of the crown, as un-

friendly to the commerce of the nation, as dif-

trefling to the loyalifts who have fled to our bor-

ders for refuge, and have the mod unexception-

able claim, at leaft, to legillative regulations for

their comfort, as <*nding to diftradt the minds of

the ih habitants with jealoufies, to the reducing

of the force of the Colony, and, as the confe-

quence of all, the expofing of it to the opera-

tion of foreign principles, fmoothing the way to

an invafion. And this Protest we make in

vindication of ourfelves to his Majcfty, and his

Reprefentative, and with the fmcercft defire to

preferve the tra-.^uillity of the Province, and the

interefts of every order of men in it, proteftantS

and catholics, by all the means that may confift
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