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Tlie finely golden-fringed opal- tinted clouds which surround the sun

as he sinks below oiu* horizon of a summer night, lose their briUiant

transparency and are changed by the haze of the atmosphere into a

dull orange colour. Sometimes they have the appearance of layers

of strata ranged one above another, and so finely and delicately pen-

cilled, that but for the rays of the setting svui striking upon them
through the soft haze, they could not be discerned. This name is,

however, technically speaking, not used in a meteorological sense.

There is notliing positive in connexion with the Indian Summer. It

may occur in some years very markedly, and in others so much less

so, as scarcely to be appreciable ; and had not the name been estab-

lished and surrounded with many pleasing fancies by the aborigines,

the man of science woidd not have invented such a designation for

it, as to him its coming and going are alike indefinite. It was

inappreciable, for example, in 1856. "We had, just about the time

when the Indian Summer may be looked for, a dense fog from the

19th to the 22nd of October,—not a lurid, tangible, London fog,

however, although altogether a strange fog for Toronto,—and tliis fog

was followed by the kind of weather which is generally expected

after Indian Summer. Altogether 1856 was a peculiar year. It

was the coldest, the driest, and the most windy year that we have

had at least since 1840. Whatever may have been the character of

Indian Summer in the remote ages when the Great Spirit of the

Red Man wielded the destinies of his forest homo, it does not now
by any means fulfil the pleasing ass'^ciations with which tradition

has so sacredly surrounded it, summed up as it is in fivo or six

days at the utmost. It is preceded generally by several days of

sharp cold weather which makes the transition all the more t-triking,

and very often we have our first snow imaioJiately after the haze

has disappeared.

Temperature.—^The monthly averages of temperature for the

year 1857 are as follow :
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