
GUO LIFE AND VOYAGES

are most of (he papen ofhb deceased friend, the late his-

torian Moiioi, who was cutofTin the midst of his Talnable

lalMurs. These, and various other documents, tuve been

imparted to me by Don Antonio witha Idndnessand urban-

ity which greatly increased, yet lightened the obllgation.1

With these,and other aids incidentally afforded me bymy
local situation, I hare endeavoured, to the best ofmy abilities,

and mailing the most of the time which I could allow myself

during a sojourn in a foreign country, to construct this his-

tory. I have diligently collated all the works that I could

find relative to my subject, in print and manuscript; com-

paring them, as far as in my power, with original docu-

ments, those sure lights of historic research ; endeavouring

to ascertain the truth amid those contradictions which will

inevitably occur, where several persons have recorded the

same fads, viewing them from different points, and under

the influence of different interests and feelings.

In the execution of this woric I have avoided indulging in

mere speculations or general reflections, excepting such as

rose naturally out ofthe subject, preferring to give a minute

and circumstantial narrative, omitting no particular that ap-

peared characteristic of the persons, the events, or the

times; and endeavouring to place every fact in such a point

of view, that the reader might perceive its merits, and draw

his own maxims and conclusions.

As many points of the history required explanations,

drawn from contemporary events and the literature of the

times, I have preferred, instead of incumbering the narra-

tive, to give detached illustrations at the end of the work.

This also enabled me to indulge in greater latitude of detail,

where the subject was of a ciuious or interesting nature,

and the sources of information such as not to be within the

common course of reading.

After all, the work is presented to the public with extreme

diffldence. All that I can safely claim is, an earnest desire

to state the truth, an absence fh>m prejudices respecting the

nations mentioned in my history, a strong interest in my
subject, and a zeal to make up by asnduity for many defi-

ciencies of which Iam conscious.

WiSHiNCTOKi Irving.

Madrid, f827.

BOOK I

Whether in old times, beyond the reach ofhistory

or tradition, and in some remote period of civilization,

when, as some imagine, the arts may have flourished

to a degree unknown to those whom we term the An-
cients, there existed an intercourse between tlie oppo-

site shores of the Atlantic ; whetlier the Fi^^ptian le-

gend, narrated by Plato, respecting the island of Ata-

lantis, was indeed no fable, but the obscure tradition

of some vast country, engulfed by one of those

mighty convulsions of our globe, which have left

traces of the ocean on the summits of lofty mountains,

must ever remain matters of vague and visionury

speculation. As far as authenticated history extends,

nolhing was known of terra-flrma, and the islands

of the western hemisphere, until their discovery to-

wards the close of (he fifleenlh centtiry. A wander-

ing bark may occasionally have lost sight of the land-

marks of the old continents, and been driven by

tempests across the wilderness of waters long before

the invention of the compass, but never returned to

reveal the secrets of the ocean. And though, from

time to time, some document had floated to the

shores of the old world, giving to its wondering inha-

bitants evidences of land far beyond their watery ho-

rizon; yet no one ventured to spread a sail, and seek

that land enveloped in mystery and peril. Or if the

legends of the Scandinavian voyagers be correct, and

tlieir mysterious Yinland was the coast of Labrador,

or the shore of Newfoundland, they had but transient

glimpses of the new world, leading to no certain or

permanent knowledge, and in a little time lost again

to mankind. Certain it is that at the beginning of

the fifteenth century, when the most intelligent minds

were seeking in every direction for the scattered

lights of geographical knowledge, a profound igno-

rance prevailed among (be learned as to the western

regions of the Atlantic ; its vast waters were regard-

ed with awe and wonder, seeming to bound the

world as with a chaos, into which conjecture could

not penetrate, and enterprise feared to adventure.

We need no greater proofs of this than the descrip-

tion given of the Atlantic by Xerif al Edrizi, sumam-
ed the Nubian, an eminent Arabian writer, whose

countrymen were the boldest navigators ofthe middle

ages, and possessed all that was then known of geo-

graphy.

" The ocean," he observes, " encircles the ultimate

bounds of the inhabited earth, and all beyond it is

unknown. No one has been able to verify any thing

concerning it, on account of its difficult and perilous

navigation, its great obscurity, its profound dep(h,

and frequent tempests; through fear of its mighty

fishes, and its haughty winds; yet there are many
islands in it, some peopled, others uninhabited. There

is no marinerwho dares to enter into its deep waters

;

or if any have done so, they have merely kept along

its coasts, fearful of departing from them. Thewaves
of this ocean, although they roil as high as moun-

tains, yet maintain themselves wKhout breaking; for

if they broke, it would be impossible for ship to plough

them." *

It is the object of the following work, to relate the

deeds and fortunes of the mariner who first had the

judgment to divine, and the intrepidity to brave, the

mysteries of this perilous deep ; and who, by his har-

dy genius, his inflexible constancy, and his heroic

courage,broughttheendsofthe earth into communi-

cation with each other. The narrative of his troubled

life is the link which connects the history of the old

world with that of the new.

' See Illuntrations at the end of this work. Article Scandina-

vian Discoveries.

' Description Of Spain, by Xerif al Edrisis : Conde's Spanisli

IranslaUon, Madrid, I79».
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