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INTl'RliSTING BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH.

Memoranda read by Geo.

the Hope Fire Company
•was an eurJy member.

^.

W Harris, at a meeting of

of Harrisburg, of which lie

U. o. A.

(IK.V. .MICH VKL SIMl'SO.V.

Ill tliib cciiii'iiiiiitl yiTir iiF iiiii' iiUiioiiul

imli'iitMidi'iict', iu IS )ir(»iK'.r ii> briiij4 u> iio-

lii'i! sDiiU"! of lliojH Willi wi'u! iuitiVL'ly and
t'li't'ct.ively i:ii;;aL;('il in its iicliimcinciit, ami
wlinse iiaiir's li ivi- uiMi'ly taileil IVoiii tJii;

I'eLNdlt'cUoii ciCiht' pulilic (if till) itrt'MHit

ilay. ll allonls iim pli'asiii-e to briiiy to

pul)lic iiotiia! oini who in my early yt'.ars 1

iviimv |ii'r,-oiial!y, and ofwliosii kind and me-

nial iiiaiiiitn's 1 li.ivi; plcasuialjlu ivl'oIUc-

lioii. This ia (ieucral AlielMid .Siiiipsoii.

Jlu was a iiaiivi! of this (Miinly, his father;

Ttiii'iTfWPSiiiip'Oij, o^viied :JH) ai'rus of land,

a p.ut of wliii'h is nosv wilhiu the liiiiita of

lln! nppi-r part of ilari'ijlmi';;. The pa'.ent

tc) 'I'hoinas Simpson is dated tlii! 21st of

Fehiuai'y, 17(it), and this hmd adjoined that

afterwartls the prop'Tty of William Maelay,
on a part of which ihe slate eapitol is built.

The hind of Thomas .Siinjibon was oiiiiin-

ally a part of aliniit l,20iJ aeii's surveyed iu

l":i2 for proprietaiie.s. It front; -d on tlie Stis-

(pielianna, and was afterward, in JTo!', le-

bUiveyed; and in ITti'^ was [latenled in three

parts, of about the same (pianUty, to three

person.s, whose christian name was Thomas.
Tlie ui)pei' part, of about o.'^O acres ami allovv-

auce, was conveyed to I'homas Jl'Ke''; the

uiece ne.\t l)elow, of about ot^O acres and al-

lowance, was conveyed lo 'I'homas Forster,

and the lower piece, also of about oSO acres

and alloA'ance, was patented to Thomas
biuipsou.

Ve.xl b'do^v the land of Thomas Simpson
hiy a tiaet (d' almnt lliice hiindied aeies of

.lohii Harris, a part, of wliicli, viz, about one
hundred and einhtv acres, aflei'Ward li.'-

loiiged to William .Macliiy, as abovi; stated;

and next b'dow was the live iiundred acres

of .lohii Harris, on which Hinrisbiirg

was laid oul, Ihe title lo which, William
.Maclay states, was obtained lom,' af'er set-

tlement; liie title to Itoih tracts of John
Harris lieinjj; daiiil \~fV<\. I'pon the death

of his fitbeiv Michael, the subject of lids

slielch, sold liTs inli'i'est in this land of ins

father; and, 1 have been lidd, ri;ceived in

payment for it contiiKMilal money, which
became nearly worthless.

lie was a revolutionary scddier. In the

latter part, of bis life, and foi' a ninnber of

years previous to Ids death, he resided on a
f.trm on the bUMiuehanna in York county,

about thre(^ miles below the Harrisl)urg

bridi^e. 'J'his valualde farm consisted of

several hundred ac;ies, and oriuinally be-

longed lo Ihe lirstJMiu Harris, from whom It

was transmitled down till it came, lhrou;.;li

his marrititi'e with the widow Cliesney, to

whom it then belonged, to tiie ownership of

(ieneral Simp«on. lie was a friend of the

father of the writer of this at licle, and when
(piite young, perhaps ten or twelve years of

ai;«, I, with one of my brothers, frequently

visited him, crossing Ihe river in our log
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