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of praise and admiration to which they are entitled.

On extraordinary occasions, the Houses of Parha-

ment have been in the liabit of conferring on the

Commanders, and the Officers and Troops acting

under their orders, expressions of approbation and

of thanks for their skill and bravery; and these

testimonials, confirmed by the high honour of tlieir

Sovereign's approbation, constitute the reward

which the soldier most highly prizes.

It has not, however, until late years, been the prac-

tice (which appears to have long prevailed in some of

the Continental armies) for British Regiments to keep

regular records of their services and achievements.

Hence some difficultyhas been experienced in obtain-

ing, particularly from the old Regiments, an authen-

tic account of their origin and subsequent services.

This defect will now be remedied, in consequence

of His Majesty having been pleased to command

that every Regiment shall, in future, keep a full and

ample record of its services at home and abroad.

From the materials thus collected, the country

will henceforth derive information as to the difficulties

and privations which chequer the career of those who

embrace the military profession. In Great Britain,

where so large a number of persons are devoted to

the active concerns of agriculture, manufactures,

and commerce, and where these pursuits have, for so


