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16 THE DREAM OF THE “ UNITED EMPIRRE LOYALISTS ' ow 1776,

melancholy accident ; and instead of returning thanks for it to the
Giver of all good things, she had only devoutly wished that it had
been her neighbour’s quiver that had been so richly blessed instead
of her own. ‘

The time has now come for disunion and dismemberment, and
the spirit of the old Loyalists, like Banquo’s Ghost, returns to re-
proach us. That dream of a “ United Empire ” has risen from the
dead, and claims once more to be a living issue. That such an idea
will soon be realized by the whole English race is, as we have seen,
daily becoming mo"c\ and more improbable. Xach succeeding
Cabinet, content with the present, refuses to do any thing in this
matter for posterity, for “ what has posterity ever done for-ﬂmm ye
and damns the future of a great nation with ‘““after me, the
deluge!” Instead of our statesmen taxing our publi¢ spirit and
our patriotism by the troublesome problem of a United Empire,
these labour-saving machines are sending us rejoicing on a down-
ward career of dismemberment;that is as easy as it is effectual.

With such an answer to the dream of the United Empire
Loyalists before us, a protest on our part against the folly of the
councils of the Mother Country might almost be excusable. We
may at least indulge very safely and very sincerely in a regret that
she shrinks from the costs and perils of supremacy, and “that she
hath no strong rod to be a sceptre to rule. This is & lamentation,
and will be for a lamentation.”

“This is merely a debit and credit affair after all” said one of
these economists to a Canadian at a commercial meeting in London.
“ What/ does your Province pay ? If it brings 1000/, a year we may
keep it/ If it costs us that amount it must go.”” “1I am not pre-
pared,’f replied the colonist, ““ to answer your question ; for the way
you have put it is somewhat new to me. The idea, however, is
very dld, and has been already acted on. You may have heard and
perhaps may have admired the man, who was so mean that he cut off
one of his feet to save himselfin shoe-leather. The experiment proved
highly successful, For the rest of his days he never needed more
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