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CONCMI'SION,

In srrkinfj to arrive at soine yenrral coin lusions n'spectinu:'

the prrs«'nt eharaeter and prohahh- ilex i'loj)nient o( ('anadian

aj;ri(uhur<', it is necessary to hrar in mind th«' lact that it is

onlv within the last lortv or liltv \r.irs that anv ai.'rieidtiiral

pro;:ress wortliN ol tin" name has lu-rn <(hMt«'d in ( "anada. Still

more important is it to r<'meiid)er that the work ol clcarinir

the huest lands, «ipeninj; up the rountrv, and hrini;in<r the soil

nn<ler cultivation, was oriirinallv perli»rmed hy men who had
litth' ••!»»' tlian their must h-s and their natixc courai,'!- lo rely

upon,- Itv hard\ j>ioneers witli little or no «apital, who Icti their

native shores witli the l>raye determination to hew out Irom

"the lorest primeval" tlie means w hereby thev miirht acquire

wealth and indepcn<h'nce. It is perha| s n';^rettahle that the

extension ol a:jii( idture in th<- Dominion should he inse|)aral)le

lioin the destruction (»t its lorest s : thi> was, (»l «oiirs«', to a cer-

tain extent iiH'vitahle, hut I ha\e endeavoured to show that

under a proper s\steiu ol conservane\ much ol the existinj.'-

lorest ar«'as nia\ he pieser\ed as sources ol revenue lor ever.

The estaltl islinieut o! such lorest cons«'rvancv should l)e no

loni;(M- dela\ed. Man\ t>l the pioneers, to whom I have just

relerre<l, have advanced to leadinsx positions in thi' admini-

stration ol the allairs ol the Dominion, and it is otd\ in acctud-

anee with natuial law that their sons shoidd he woi th\ successors

ol such sues.

I h(* increase ol popidation has, owtiiLT '<* immi^^rat ion, heen

much mure rapid in (anada than is ;:enerall\ suppuNcd, and, in

this connectiiui, tiie Domini<tn compares laviuirahlv with the

f^reat I'^n^dish-speakin;; nation which has elh'cted so remarkahle

a dev<-|oi>ment ol the southern hall ol the North American
(ontinent. Thus, in 177<t, the I'nited States contained ahout

;;,'.»(»(»,(»( Ml inhahitants. and in \SS\ ,,|„MJt :»(),( M in,( M M I, showing:

a:i in<Tease of s<»me l'J<i<> per ej-nt. (anada, at the census ol

1 7<*>t. did n«»t muster l."»(>.0O(» peojile, whereas in \X>^\ the

nundier ha«l advanced to 4,o"Jl.>>H>, an addition of nearly .'{nntl

per (cnt. Moreover, since 1^.»<>, vvhen lioth countri<'s l)e;:an

to experienci- theetie(tsol the tide ol iinmi;;rat ion Irom I'-uropt-,

(anada has shown an increase of ahout l^(> per cent., while

that of the I rut.-d States has hern ahout 'A\H) per cent. in

other words, (anada has in the sp^at c ol the last hall century


