
*' THE MENTAL OUTFIT OF THE NEW DOMINION. "'

(From ihc. Monhral Guzi:ll(\ Ndv.'yih, 1807.)

The third fortnightly meeting of the lecture ;

Roason at the Litenuy (^'hib took place Monday
evening (Nov. 4th.) J[ore thiin ordinary in- '

terest was excited by thi! fact that the papei' to .

be read was by the Hon. T. 1). Mc(iee. His
|

Hubjeet was ''Tlie Meiital Outfit of tlie New
|

dominion," and a topie more interesting to tlie
!

literary pn))li(.', or appropriate to the present i

time could hardly have been selected by the
i

lecturer.
|

The chair was taken at 8 o'clock by the Pre-
sident of the club, the Kev. Dr. Jenkins, who
introduced the lecturt'r to the audience in a few !

Weil-chosen Words. At tlie close the llev. Dr. I

Balch pronounced a high eulogiuni upon the
j

paper, and moved, seconded by Mr. Murray, i

that the thank.s of the club be tendered to the
|

lecturer for his able and eloquent address. The I

I'resident brought the meeting to a close with
the announcement that the next paper at the
club would be read by Mr. BilUngs on the sub-
ject of " Iteason and Instinct."

The follo\ving is Mr. McGoe's address :

—

Mr. President and Gkntlemkn : I propose to

offer the Club a short paper, on ''The Mental
Outfit of the New Dominion.''
Concerning the physical resources of the

united Provinces—their military ami maritime
interests—the changes r.nd iinprovfuneuts in

their laeans of intercourse— their most urgent
necessities in tlio way of legislation : of all

those tlier(j will bo occasions enough to speak
elsewhere. For the present iulyect, the present
time would seem most suitable, and this Club
the natural audience, to which to address what-
ever is to be said. It is true some mere politi-

cian may say, "let us look to Ottawa," a.^ to

the best collection of our mental pro«.luctions
;

or some much occupied citizen here, (m Mont-
real,) may interpose with, ''patience, friend,

we are building our city." I know the city must
be built, and I hope it will bo wisely and well
built ; I know tlio country must bo governed,
and I trust it will bo well and wisely governed

;

l)ut it can neither hinder the growth of the
city, nor distract the councils of the country,

to consider now, on the eve of our tirst Domin-

ion Parhann-nt, with what intellectual f'or.fK

and appliances, with wlrjt ijuantity and kind of
mental coninion stock, wc Mr(> aiioiu I'l set up
for ourselves, a di.stinct national exi-ti-ni-e in

North America.
^^11 political observers are, I believe, now

agreed tliat all the forces of a jiatioM may bi*

class'd under the three hea<ls, of lunrid, mental,
and iihysical force. Jt needs no argument to

prove, that in this reading and writing age
;

" th(! age of the press " as it has licn called,
power must be wherever true intelligemc is.

and where most intelligence, most jiowcr. If

England conquers India l>y intelle<'t and bra-

very, s)ie can retain it only at the jirice of re
educating India; if a Cwu' Peter and aCzurinu
C'atherine, add vast realms to tlie Kussiiui Em-
pire, they too, inustsend out the sehoolmnst.Ts
to put up the fenc(>s, and break in thi^ wild
cuttle tht.-y have caught; if a I'liired Stales
reaches the rank of iirst powers, it must at the
same time, send its b(>st writers ;is am!)Mssadors
of its interior civilization. To tlii." er^d Bcnj i-

miu Franklin, Irving, Everett, PnuMing. IVui-

croft. Motley .and Marsh, have been selected
with the true instinct of mental ind.-iicndence.
to represent the new country at the old courts
of Christendom

;
while J'ayne, Goodoiich,

Hawthorne, Mitchell, and other literary men,
liave filled important consular ollices, l)y ib>*

diot-ation of the same sentiment, of intellectual

selfaa.sertion. Kegartling the New Dominion
as an incipient new Nation, it seems to me, tint

our mental self-reliance is an essential conditi'in

of our political independence : I do not mean
a state of jiublic mind, puffed uji on sniall

things; an exaggerated opinion of ourselves

and a barbarian depreciation of foreignei's ; a

controversial ;-:tato of mind ; or a merely iniifa

five apish civilization. I mean anient;il cDndi-

tion, thoughtful and true ; national in its pre-

ferences, but cixtlioUc in its symi)atliies ; gravi

tating inward, not outward ; ready to lea; n Irom
every other peojde on one sole condition, that

the lesson when learned, has been worth
aiM^uiring. In short, we should desire to see,

Gentlemen, our new national character distin

guished by a manly modesty as much as by
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