
t'Hoits Unrisccnd mir skill ami arc veritably a lost art. Wi- iii'vcr

•liscuHs tlu'sc t'Vt'ry ilay rmimlani' nritlcrrt iiow-a-days, hocaiisi^ our

tniiiscoii(l('iitalisin soais npwiinls into tlii' liliu' c'm|iyri'aii, or some

otluT ((lually exalted plaee. The translation jjfoes on to show that

some of these unlDi tniiate siijx riiilendeiits were also r('i|iiired to

exhibit tlu'ir knowledLfe of natural histcu'y, not only of rodentn,

but also of all the varieties of enttimolotiieal life which earned on

an '• irrepressible eonlbet" ai^ainst the |)eiice, eoinf nt and {general

welfare of these eomnnniities. .Modern asylum tei ants syin|tathi/,o

with the ancients in the unc»|ual >trife a}j;ain>t lhes«' plajfucs of

Kj^ypt. |{y a sort of dial)olie sMceession Ihise seoiU'L^es art' not yet

Htaye(l, which have slioweil a robust vitality unparalleled in

liistory.

In tlie time of IJameses IT a medical system spranj^ into exist-

ence bised on strictly scieniiiii) principles. It was founded by a

))liilosopher of n pute. lie asserted with a t^ood deal of emphasis

that all diseases weri' coiui'.iered in an absolute manner by specitio

ntnedies. This law of exactitude raised the :irt of the practice

of medicine at once into the liiijh plane of ^eiencl aiitl if adopted

])iit an end to hypothesis and empiricism. One of the test.s to

^•rove this now doctrine was the capacity <»r power of certain

medical au;eiits to produce in a healthy body certain unfiiling

eij^nsand symptoms analogous to tliose generated in varied diseases.

It was found that when such were assorted and classified in a sort

of paralleli>m each medieval agent was the true lemetly for tliose

jtathological condiiions thus associated. Herein was a great law

enunciated from which there could be no .appeal, ft was formu-

lated in the (Vicixuu '^ slut ilia siini/iOna curd/itur.'" Not only so,

but it was asserted with a good deal of dogmatism that tho

jjotency of remedies was iiiteusilied in proportion to their attenua-

tion : the more divided, the more effective, and so on <id infin-

itinii. Triturations, sublimations and dilutions were of paramount

importancti even down to the edge of the great nothingness.

Atoms, monads and nudecules were sought after with great avidity.

The more they were divorced from one another the more did they

reach the siinDiiuiu honuni of therapeutic activity. As might bu

expected a tierce controversy arose over this new doctrine and is

graphically described in these literary remains thus strangely res-

urrected. The bleeders, the blisterers and salivators of that heroic

age, as miglit be expected, fell fold of these innovators like wolves

on the fold. Sarcasm the most biting, irony the most cutting,

Kitire the most bitter and invective with a pevsecul'aig tinge in its


